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Preface

Joomla! is one of the most popular open source content management systems.

It's powerful, it's relatively easy to learn, and it's freely available, which explains
why over the last few years it's become the engine behind millions and millions of
websites worldwide. In January 2011, the much awaited version 1.6 was released.
Version 1.6 is the third major release since the introduction of Joomla! in 2005.

Joomla! 1.6 is a big step forward, introducing great new features such as a flexible
content categorization system (enabling you to organize content in as many
categories and subcategories as you want) and a new Access Control Levels system,
allowing you to control in great detail what logged in users are allowed to see and do
on the site. But there's much more to Joomla! 1.6 —a huge number of improvements
in usability and functionality that make it more fun, and even less hassle to create
state-of-the-art, user-friendly websites. Joomla! 1.6 First Look introduces you to all
major new features. It focuses on practical examples and helps you to get the most
out of the innovations of this new release.

What this book covers

Chapter 1, Stepping up to Joomla 1.6, introduces you to what's new in Joomla! 1.6.
You'll learn what's needed to install the new Joomla! release and to upgrade from
the previous version, Joomla! 1.5.

Chapter 2, Exploring your Enhanced Workspace, shows you what's changed in the
Joomla! backend interface: a new design, new screens, changes in menus and
toolbars. You'll learn the practical effect this has on creating and maintaining sites
with Joomla!.



Preface

Chapter 3, Organizing and Managing Content, covers key changes in Joomla! 1.6 that
affect organizing, adding, and editing articles. You'll learn the benefits of using the
new system to organize content and you'll learn to use some powerful new ways to
present content on your site.

Chapter 4, Managing Menus and Menu Modules, covers enhancements in the way you
work with menus and menu modules. Joomla! 1.6 not only makes it easier to manage
menu contents and the menu modules, there are also new menu item types available.

Chapter 5, Managing Site Users with Access Control, introduces you to one of the
biggest changes in Joomla! 1.6 — the all-new Access Control Levels system. You'll
learn how to use this complex system in a practical and efficient way and to control
which users are permitted to view and manage content on your site.

Chapter 6, New Flexibility in Using Templates, explains what's new in selecting, using,
and editing templates. You'll learn all about a new feature called Template Styles and
about the great set of brand new templates that come with Joomla! 1.6.

Chapter 7, Unleashing the New Power of Extensions, focuses on using and maintaining
extensions in Joomla! 1.6. The extensions screen has been overhauled, installed
extensions can be updated automatically, and some great new modules have been
added to the Joomla! default package.

Chapter 8, SEO Improvements, covers the new features for Search Engine Optimization
(SEO). In this chapter, you'll find out in what respects Joomla! has become more
SEO-friendly and you'll learn more about the techniques you can use to help search
engines to find and rank important content on your site.

What you need for this book

To be able to follow along and try out the new features of Joomla! 1.6 for yourself,
you need to have Joomla! 1.6 (and the sample data that come with it) installed on
your computer or a web server. In Chapter 1, you'll find some useful information
on installing Joomla! and the server requirements for Joomla! 1.6.

Who this book is for

Joomla! 1.6 First Look is targeted at existing Joomla! users and developers. If you've
some experience in using Joomla! 1.5, you're probably curious to find out what's new
and how the improvements can help you to create better websites with less effort.
You don't want to dive into the basics of Joomla, but you do want to learn about the
main new features and try them out for yourself. This book helps you with clear
step-by-step instructions, well illustrated with screenshots.

[2]
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Conventions

In this book, you will find a number of styles of text that distinguish between
different kinds of information. Here are some examples of these styles, and an
explanation of their meaning.

Code words in text are shown as follows: "Moreover, all heading elements —
previously styled with proprietary Joomla! style names, such as contentheading—
are now outputted according to web standards, using the H1 (Heading 1) style for the
main title, 52 for secondary titles, and so forth."

A block of code is set as follows:

<li> id="current" class="active item435">
<a class="customstyle"
ref="/index.php?option=com contenté&amp;view=featured&amp;
Itemid=435">Home B
</a>
</1li>

When we wish to draw your attention to a particular part of a code block, the
relevant lines or items are set in bold:

<li> id="current" class="active item435">
<a class="customstyle"
ref="/index.php?option=com contenté&amp;view=featured&amp;
Itemid=435">Home
</a>
</1li>

New terms and important words are shown in bold. Words that you see on the
screen, in menus or dialog boxes for example, appear in the text like this: "Go to
Menu Manager | Menus and click on the Main Menu name in the Title column".

%ii‘ Warnings or important notes appear in a box like this.

a1

~Q Tips and tricks appear like this.

[31]
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Reader feedback

Feedback from our readers is always welcome. Let us know what you think about
this book —what you liked or may have disliked. Reader feedback is important for
us to develop titles that you really get the most out of.

To send us general feedback, simply send an e-mail to feedbacke@packtpub.com,
and mention the book title via the subject of your message.

If there is a book that you need and would like to see us publish, please send
us a note in the SUGGEST A TITLE form on www.packtpub . com or e-mail
suggest@packtpub.com.

If there is a topic that you have expertise in and you are interested in either writing
or contributing to a book, see our author guide on www.packtpub.com/authors.

Customer support

Now that you are the proud owner of a Packt book, we have a number of things to
help you to get the most from your purchase.

Errata

Although we have taken every care to ensure the accuracy of our content, mistakes
do happen. If you find a mistake in one of our books —maybe a mistake in the text or
the code —we would be grateful if you would report this to us. By doing so, you can
save other readers from frustration and help us improve subsequent versions of this
book. If you find any errata, please report them by visiting http: //www.packtpub.
com/support, selecting your book, clicking on the errata submission form link, and
entering the details of your errata. Once your errata are verified, your submission
will be accepted and the errata will be uploaded on our website, or added to any list
of existing errata, under the Errata section of that title. Any existing errata can be
viewed by selecting your title from http://www.packtpub. com/support.

[4]
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Piracy

Piracy of copyright material on the Internet is an ongoing problem across all media.
At Packt, we take the protection of our copyright and licenses very seriously. If you
come across any illegal copies of our works, in any form, on the Internet, please
provide us with the location address or website name immediately so that we can
pursue a remedy.

Please contact us at copyright@packtpub.com with a link to the suspected
pirated material.

We appreciate your help in protecting our authors, and our ability to bring you
valuable content.

Questions

You can contact us at questionse@packtpub.comif you are having a problem
with any aspect of the book, and we will do our best to address it.

[51]






Stepping Up to Joomla! 1.6

The Joomla! development team has worked for several years on the latest release,
Joomla! 1.6. This may seem like a lot of time, but it's definitely been worth the wait.
Important new features have been added, previous limitations have been dealt

with, and many improvements have been added. All in all, the Joomla! CMS is fully
up-to-date again. It's more powerful, more user friendly, and more fun to work with.

In this chapter, you'll learn what to consider when upgrading from Joomla! 1.5 to
Joomla! 1.6 and you'll get acquainted with the main new features and enhancements.

Upgrading from 1.5

If you've installed Joomla! 1.5 before, installing the new version will seem very
familiar. The installation process —using the Joomla! installation wizard —has
remained unchanged. However, before you start installing Joomla!, make sure
that your web hosting account meets the following list of server requirements for
Joomla! 1.6.

To enable you to run a Joomla! 1.6 powered website, your web hosting account
should support:

e PHP 5.2 or higher. PHP is the scripting language that Joomla! is written in.
e  MySQL 5.0.4 or higher. The MySQL database is where Joomla! stores its data
(the contents of your site).

The other system requirements have remained the same since the 1.5 release:

o Apache 1.3.x or higher. Apache is the web server software that processes the
PHP instructions for how to pull in contents from the database and display
a web page.

e XML and ZIib support. Your host's PHP installation should support XML and
Zlib functionality.
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If you don't have a web hosting account yet, it pays to be picky. Although
you shouldn't have problems finding a suitable web host, don't just go for
any budget hosting service. It's best to have a hosting account allowing

N you to change certain server settings yourself (typically by editing either

~ a special file named .htaccess or by permission to add a php . ini

Q file with these settings to your account). This will ensure that you can
optimize server settings and successfully run Joomla! 1.6 even when your
site, your site traffic, and your requirements may change. Examples of
good web hosting services for Joomla! are Siteground.com, BlueHost.com,
InMotionHosting.com, or Rochen.com.

You can find detailed server requirements at the official Joomla! help site:
http://help.joomla.org/content/view/1938/310/.

Joomla! 1.5 extension compatibility

Joomla! 1.5 featured a special legacy mode to maintain downward compatibility
with extensions that were written for Joomla! 1.0. Joomla! 1.6 doesn't have such a
compatibility mode. This means that all extensions are now required to be "Joomla!
1.6 native". As most extensions developed for Joomla! 1.5 won't run on Joomla! 1.6,
extension developers will have to revise their code for the new release.

To check if your favourite 1.5 extensions are already compatible with Joomla! 1.6, go
to the Joomla! Extensions Directory (http://extensions.joomla.org). Extensions
for 1.6 are marked with a special compatibility label.

Changes for templates

Templates created for version 1.5 can't be used in Joomla! 1.6. The new release uses
clean, semantic HTML code, without using tables for layout purposes. This is good
news, as template developers are no longer required to add so-called template
overrides in order to achieve a semantic design. However, it is one of the reasons
that developers will have to upgrade their existing code to move a 1.5 template to
version 1.6.

You shouldn't have any trouble finding a suitable template for a 1.6 site. New and
updated templates are becoming available every day.

[8]
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In this book, we won't go into the the technicalities of upgrading

~ template code. If you want to know more, go to http://www.
Q prothemer.com/blog/tips-and-tricks/7-tips-to-help-

convert-your-joomla-1-5-template-to-joomla-1-6/.

When should you move to 1.67?

If you've got a site running on 1.5 and the extensions you are using haven't been
updated to 1.6 compatibility, do not upgrade your production site to Joomla! 1.6.
But, you can create a testbed and install 1.6 and get acquainted with the new
features. Move to 1.6 when you've made sure that Joomla! 1.6 is stable, all
desired features work as they should, and all necessary extensions and templates
are available.

Migrating content from Joomla! 1.5

Joomla! 1.6 doesn't contain any functionality to upgrade content developed for a 1.5
powered website to a 1.6 site. The main reason behind this is that the structure of the
content database has changed substantially due to some of the feature improvements
in 1.6, such as the replacement of the old content organization system (using sections
and categories) with a new and more flexible system of unlimited nested categories.
You'll read more about that change in the Working with content section later in

this chapter.

Migrating to 1.6 probably won't pose a problem if you have a small site or if you
plan a complete overhaul of your existing website. Switching to the new release
can present an opportunity to update both your website and its content. You can
copy content manually, pasting existing article text into the article editor of the new
Joomla! 1.6 installation.

Upgrading automatically

What can you do if you want to keep all your existing content and

the existing structure of your website when upgrading to Joomla!

~ 1.6? Matias Aquirre of Matware has developed a component called

Q jUpgrade that will move your entire site, including its database, from

1.5 to 1.6 automatically. At the time of writing, this component is still
under development. To learn more, go to http://extensions.
Joomla.org/extensions/migration-a-conversion/Joomla! -
migration/11658.

[o]
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What's new? A quick overview

You probably want to get your hands dirty and start right away building a website
using this new Joomla! release. Don't worry, we'll get to that in the next chapters.
For this chapter, however, let's take it easy. Lean back comfortably and enjoy a
guided tour to all that's new in Joomla! 1.6.

There are hundreds of changes in Joomla! 1.6. Some are invisible; these are technical
improvements making the Joomla! engine more efficient, doing a better job at
powering your website, and making it better optimized with search engines. Other
changes are visible improvements to the user interface that make it more intuitive to
use. In this section, we'll cover four main fields of improvements: usability, working
with content, user access, extensions and templates.

1 - Usability enhancements

Joomla! has been a very powerful tool from its earliest days. However, it didn't
always make it easy on its users to unleash all that power. Joomla! users had to get
used to jumping around from menu to menu in the backend administration area to
perform simple tasks, such as editing a menu item. In version 1.6, the backend user
interface (the administration area) is tidied up and simpler to use.

A friendlier interface

At first sight, Joomla!'s restyled and rearranged backend administration area

may not seem really different from the 1.5 version . Here's what the new version
looks like:

Administration ¥ Joomlar

Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help “& 0 Logged-in frontend &1 Logged-in backend = 0 Messages [ View Site o Log out

¥ Logged-in Users
| my Name Location D Last Activity Logout

- Super User Administrator 42 2010-08-24 18:44:10

Add New Article Article Manager Category Manager Media Manager

T a4 =

Menu Manager User Manager Module Manager Extension Manager

& XA

Language Manager Global Configuration

» Popular Articles
» Recently Added Articles

Joomla! is free software released under the GHU General Public License.  Wersion 1.6.0
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One of the usability improvements that will save you many unnecessary clicks is
the introduction of tabbed buttons in many backend screens, allowing you to switch
quickly to another screen to perform related tasks.

The screenshot below, for example, shows three tabs that are displayed in the Article
Manager. When managing articles, these allow you to jump from the Articles screen
to the Categories screen, where you can add or edit article categories, or to the
Featured Articles screen, where you can assign articles to the homepage:

[ g
Administration X \ Joomlal
Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help & 0 Logged-in frontend &1 Logged-in backend = 0 Messzages [ View Site o Log out
c . c i A 45
Article Manager: Articles w 0 Q O v U B e
New Edit Publish  Unpublish Archive Checkin  Trash Options Help
Articles Categories Featured Articles
Filter Search || Clear - Selact State - 7| | - Select Catagory - =1 |- Setact Accass - =1 |- Setect Language - =]
Title = Published Featured Category Ordering Access Created by Date Hits Language ID
A
dministrator Components o Components 7 Public. Super User 2010-07-10 8 All 1
(Alias: administrator-components)
Archive Module Content
5 Publi Super Use 2010-07-10 3 All 2
o (Alias: archive-module) o Modules - ublic uper User 2 Al >
sticl " Bacil

The administration area layout has been further updated allowing easier access

to those features that you use regularly. For example, a new Users menu has

been added to the top menu that gives you access to enhanced users, groups, and
permissions tools (called Access Control Levels or ACL). This menu lets you add
users, and define what they can and cannot see or do on the frontend and backend.
The Users menu is where you set all Access Control Levels (see the New ways to
manage user access section later on in this chapter).

Administration
Site | Users ‘ Menus Content Components
‘4 User Manager || Add Nepy User |
& Groups b e
= Accesslevels b

&' Mass Mail Users
- s —wicle Manager Category M|
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The great new time-saving toolbar

In 1.6, the toolbar in the Administration area contains new options —each of them
great time-savers. As an example, here's what the toolbar buttons look like when
you're editing an article:

Article Manager: Edit Article v (] ) B QO 3

LT Save & Close  Save & New  Save as Copy Close Help

One example of a clever addition is the Save & New button. This allows you to
quickly create a series of articles one after another without having to close the New
Article screen.

M In the course of this book, you'll learn more about changes in the
way you'll work in the Joomla! 1.6 backend. In Chapter 2, we'll focus
specifically on all that's new in the administration area interface.

2 - Working with content

The main thing that a content management system should help you in doing is of
course to publish content and to manage existing content with minimal effort. In this
respect also, Joomla! 1.6 makes some significant steps forward.

The endless joy of unlimited categories

A major innovation is that Joomla! 1.6 allows you to organize content exactly as you
want. Up to Joomla! 1.5, you could only classify your content in three levels: sections
would contain categories, and categories would hold articles.

Section Category Article

Photography > Camera Reviews > Pentax kX review

[12]
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Although this didn't pose problems for most sites, it was nevertheless a strange
restriction. That's why Joomla! 1.6 introduces a more flexible system of classification.
Categories can now hold an unlimited number of subcategories. This means that you
can have a hierarchy like this:

Category 2nd level 3rd level 4th level 5th level Article
category category category category
Photography > Reviews > Cameras >SLR > Pentax > Pentax
Cameras kX
review

A category can hold as many subcategories as you need. This concept is called
"unlimited nested categories". In most cases you won't need more than two or three
subcategories, but if you do, there's nothing to stop you.

You can check the content category hierarchy in the Category Manager. Child
categories are displayed indented, with small gray lines indicating the sublevel:

23

Category Manager v 0 O
New Edit Publizh
Articles Categories Featured Articles
Filter: Search Clear - Select §
(] Title

- Sample Data-Articles
{ : =ample-data-articles) ‘ tﬂp level category
Joomla!
[ R e
(Alias: joomia) second level category
- Extensions
(Alias: extensions) ‘_| third level category
Components
m o ..
{ : components)
-agf— fourth level categories
Modules
r . ,
{ : modules)
Content Modules
r { : articles-modules)
M User Modules - fifth level categories
( : uzer-medules)
- Display Modules

{ : dizplay-modules)

Llbilie Bedil
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The above screenshot shows the nested categories contained in the sample data that
comes with Joomla! 1.6. As you can see, all article content is stored in subcategories
of the main category Sample Data-Articles.

Displaying the Category Structure on the frontend

You can also have a list of (nested) categories displayed on the website
itself as shown in the screenshot below. In Joomla! 1.6, there's a new
N Menu Item Type available called List All Categories. Using this new
Menu Item Type you can display an overview of (links to) all site
categories. See Chapter 3, New category view # 1: List All Categories to
find out more about the possibilities of this Menu Item Type.

On the next page, you can see an example of the output of the List All
Categories Menu Item Type as it is used in the sample site that comes
with Joomla! 1.6.

HOME  SAMPLE SITES JOOMLA.ORG

72 Joomlal’

Open Source Content Management Beta

You are here: Home » Site Map » Artickes

AboutJoomla! Sample Data-Articles
. Joomlal
Getting started
Extensions

Using Joomla!
The Joomlal content management system lets you create webpages of various types using extensions. There are
5 basic types of nts, modules.

]
The Jaomlal Project languages, and plugins. Your website includes

The Joomlal Community the extensions you need to create a basic website in English, but thousands of additional extensions of all types
are available. The Joomlal Extensions Directory is the largest directory of Joomla! extensions

This Site Components
Home = Components are larger extensions that produce the major content for your site. Each component has

one or more “views” that control how content is displayed.In the Joomla! administrator there are
Site Map additional extensions suce as Menus, Redirection, and the extension managers

Lagin

Modules
Sample Sites

Modules are small blocks of content that can be displayed in positions on a web page. The menus

Site Administrator
== on this site are displayed in modules. The core of Joomlal includes 17 separate modules ranging from

Example Pages login to search to random images. Each madule has a name that starts mod_ but when it displays it
has a title. In the descriptions in this section. the titles are the same as the names

List All Categories

LAC Content Modules

Content modules display article and other information from the cantent companent

User Modules

User modules interact with the user system, allowing users to login, showing who is logged in, and
showing the most recently registered users

Display Modules

These modules display information from components other than cantent and user. These include
weblinks, news feeds and the media manager.

Utility Modules

Utility modules provide useful functionality such as search, syndication, and statistics

[14]
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Menu Module

Menus provide your site with structure and help your visitors navigate your site. Although they are all
based on the same menu module, the variety of ways menus are used in the sample data show how
flexible this module is.

A menu can range from extremely simple (for example the top menu or the menu for the Australian Parks
sample site) to extremely complex (for example the About Joomlal menu with its many levels). They can
also be used for other types of presentation such as the site map linked from the "This Site” menu.

Templates

B Templates give your site its look and feel. They determine layout. colors, type faces. graphics and
other aspects of design that make your site unique. Your installation of Joomla comes prepackaged
with four templates

Plugins

Z_,Plugins are small task oriented extensions that enhance the Joomlal framework Some are

)y associated with particular extensions and others, such as editors, are used across all of Joomlal.
Maost beginning users do not need to change any of the plugins that install with Joomlal.

Park Site
Park Blog
Here is where | will blog all about the parks of Australia_

You can make a blog on your website by creating a category to write you blog posts in (this one is called
Park Blog). Each blog post will be an article in that category. if you make a category blog menu link with
1 column it will look like this page, if you display the category description (this part) displayed.

To enhance your blog you may want to add extensions for cor

nis, interacting with social network
sites, tagging, and keeping in contact with your readers.  You will also enable the syndication that is
included in Joomla! (in the Integration Options set Show Feed Link to Show an make sure to display the
syndication module on the page).

Photo Gallery

These are my photos from parks | have visited (| didn't take them, they are all from Wikimedia Commons).

This shows you how to make a simple image gallery using articles in com_content.

In each article put a thumbnail image before a "readmore” and the fiull size image after it. Set the article
to Show Intro Text: Hide.

Animals
Scenery
Fruit Shop Site
Growers
We search the whole countryside for the best fruit growers.

You can let each supplier have a page that he or she can edit. To see this in action you will need to create

users who are suppliers and assign them as authors to the suppliers articles.

[15]
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No more fiddling with menus

Adding menus and editing menus is something you'll do quite often in any CMS.

In Joomla! 1.5, this basic functionality sometimes required many steps, clicking

back and forth from the Menu Manager to the Module Manager. In 1.6, the Menu
Manager now contains links to both the menu contents (the menu items themselves)
and menu settings (the menu module details):

Site Users Menus

Menu Man

Menus Menu items

-

User Menu
-
=ou buos usermeny)

About Joomla
aboutioomla)

I

Content  Components

ager: Menus

Title

Edit menu items

Extensions  Help

& 1Logged-in frontend & 1 Logged-in backend = D Messages [ View Ste () Log out

(/] C
kb LA 4
MNew Edit Delete Rebuild Options Help

Number of Menu Items
Modules Linked to the Menu D=

# Published

N « User Menu (Registered L
2 Edit menu module ooy e 2

# Unpublished # Trashed

3 o 0 « Top {Fublicin pesition-1)
= Exensions (Putlicin
@ N N pasition-7)

« AboutJoomlal (Fublicin

Moreover, when you add a menu link, you're now presented with a new list of
clearly understandable Menu Item Types. For example, the Menu Item Type that
was previously called Article Layout has been renamed to Single Article—which
anyone new to Joomla! is much more likely to understand:

Select a Menu Item Type:

Contacts

List All Contact Categories
List Contacts in a Category
Single Contact

Festured Contacts

Newsfeeds

List &ll News Feed Categories
List News Feeds in a Category
Single News Feed

Weblinks

Articles
Archived Articles
Single Article

List All Categories
Category Blog
Category List
Featured Articles
Create Article

Search

List Search Results

Users Manager

Login Form

User Profile

Edit User Profile

Registration Form

Username Reminder Request
Password Reset

Wrapper

List All Web Link Categories
List Web Links in a Category
Submit a Web Link

Iframe Wrapper

System Links
External URL

Menu ftem Alias
Text Separator
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M In the rest of this book, you'll learn more about the new ways of working
Q with content. Chapter 3 focuses on organizing content. In Chapter 4, we'll
cover using menus and menu modules.

3 - New ways to manage user access

A major change in Joomla! 1.6 is the new Access Control Levels (ACL) system.

It gives site administrators fine-grained control over what registered users can see
and do on the website. Site members may have exclusive group access to special
content and members of the editorial team may be allowed to access the backend
and perform site management actions (such as creating or editing articles).

Joomla! 1.5 featured a basic ACL system: administrators could classify users into a
limited number of fixed user groups with predefined rights. In Joomla! 1.6, there are
no limits to the permissions system. You can create as many user groups as you like
and control the rights of users in detail. In short, you can add users, assign them to
custom groups, and define what these user groups are allowed to see and do both
on the frontend and backend of the site.

You can set permissions on different levels: on a site-wide level, on the level of
components, right down to the level of individual articles or modules. The site-wide
permissions are set in the Global Configuration Permissions screen:

. an
% Global Configuration N (| Q v

Save  Save & Close Cancel Help

Site System Server Permissions

Permission Settings

Manage the permission settings for the user groups below. See notes atthe bottom

v Public

Action Select Hew Setting
Site Login Not Set [¥]
Admin Lagin Not Set [¥]
Super Admin Not Set [¥]
Access Component Not Set []
Creale Not Set []
Delete Not Set []
Edit Not Set []
Edit State Not Set []
Edit Own Not Set []

Manager
Administrator

Registered
Author

Publisher
Shop Suppliers

»
»

>

»

3 Editor
>

>

» Customer Group
»

Super Users
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The new ACL system may be very powerful, but it can also be quite complex. You
need to carefully plan how you want to set it up. But it can be fun too—it's really cool
to be able to specifically control which pages different registered site user groups can
see or edit. You'll see examples of this later on in this book.

Do you want it simple? Keep it simple

Of course, you don't have to use ACL when running a Joomla! site. If you're fine with
the basic levels of user access that were present in 1.5, you can still use these. The 1.5
ACL levels are still the default configuration —it's just that you can now infinitely
extend this system if you need that kind of control.

1
~ In Chapter 5, you'll learn more about managing site users with the
new Access Control Levels system.

4 - Working with extensions and templates

The availability of numerous high-quality third-party extensions and templates is
probably one of the main reasons why Joomla! is one of the most popular CMSes.
In Joomla! 1.6, the developers have made it easier to update extensions and they
have made applying templates much more flexible.

Updating extensions? Just lean back

Using extensions is great—but there's also a weak point to relying on third party
functionality. How do you keep track of updates for all the extensions you're
running? In previous versions of Joomla!, you'd have to keep an eye on the Joomla!
Extensions Database or the developers sites to see if updates were available. In real
life, the difficulty of keeping track of upgrades has meant that many Joomla! sites
are running with outdated add-ons, which cause security vulnerabilities and many
other problems.

This is where Joomla! 1.6's new Extension Manager Update functionality comes to
the rescue. With one click, you can search for updates for all installed extensions. If
updates are available, you can install them immediately:

Extension Manager: Update

Install Update Manage Discover Warnings

There are no updates available at the moment. Please check again later.
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Templating to your taste

A strong point of Joomla! has remained: Joomla!'s intuitive template system enables
site designers to customize the look and feel of their sites in just a few clicks, by
swapping out the current template (and then rearranging module contents to fit the
new template).

In Joomla! 1.6, it's easier to apply different templates to customize the looks of
specific sections of the site: for example, if the visitor clicks on the News link on
your site, another template can be applied, changing the looks of the site to fit that
particular section.

Another new feature in this Joomla! release are Template Styles. Styles are
combinations of template options, such as the template color scheme. Even if you
apply just one template to the entire site, you can still select different template
settings for specific site sections. One example of this is that you can have the home
page of your site to display with a "green" color scheme (the first template style)
and the other pages in the "blue" color scheme (the second template style):

Administration ¥ Joomlal
Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help <& 0 Logged-in frontend & 1 Logged-in backend = 0 Messages [ View Site o Log out
=== . (/] g | 42

Template Manager: Styles - &1 L)

Make Default Edit Duplicate Delete Options: Help
Styles Templates
Filter: Search | Clear - Selact Location - = | | - Salact Tamplate - = |
Style Location Template = Default Assigned 1D
[T Atomic - Default Site atomic (]
[T Beezs - Default-Fruit Shop Site beezs (]
[T Beez2 - Parks Site Site beez_20 o 11
[T Beez2- Default Site beez_20 = (]
[T Bluestork - Default Administrator  bluestork =
[Tl Hathor - Default Administrator  hathor
T Milkyway - Default Site rhuk_milkyway (-] 1
Display# 20 =

M In Chapter 6, you'll learn more about using templates and template styles
Q in Joomla! 1.6. Chapter 7 gives an overview of all that's new in working
with extensions.
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SEO improvements

Joomla! 1.6 offers some new features to optimize your site for search engines. It's
easier, for example, to apply metadata to specific parts of the site. More importantly,
you can now restore broken links to your site by using the new Redirect Manager.

This component (working in conjunction with the new Redirect plugin) keeps track
of any "page not found" errors that occur when visitors are trying to visit pages that
have been removed or deleted. Using the Redirect Manager component, you redirect
future visitors to the appropriate new URLs.

This feature can be quite useful for people visiting your site through outdated links,
as they won't just hit a dead-end error page any more. Moreover, search engine
spiders can now keep track of valuable content, even after it has been moved to a
new location.

[ Q In Chapter 8, you'll read more about SEO improvements in Joomla! 1.6. ]

Summary

In this quick tour, we've only just touched upon some major changes in Joomla! 1.6.
Let's summarize:

e The server requirements of Joomla! 1.6 have been upgraded. Before you
install Joomla! 1.6, check with your web host if your hosting account meets
the new requirements.

e Currently, Joomla! 1.6 doesn't contain any functionality to upgrade
content developed for a 1.5 powered website to a 1.6 site. You'll have
to copy articles manually or use a dedicated content migration extension,
once it becomes available.

e Joomla!'s rearranged backend interface is aimed at making it easier and faster
to perform administrative tasks, skipping unnecessary steps. Menus have
been rearranged, tabs and toolbar buttons have been added or renamed.

¢ You can now organize content into as many categories as you want. The
concept of unlimited nested categories is easier to grasp than the rigid old
three level system.

¢ A major change in Joomla! 1.6 is the new Access Control Levels (ACL)
system. It gives site administrators fine-grained control over what registered
users can see and do on the website.

[20]
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e The new Extension Manager Update functionality automates the process of
keeping all installed extensions up-to-date.

e To adjust templates to your taste, you can now set template 'styles'. Styles are
combinations of template settings that you can use to give different parts of
the site their own distinctive colors or layout.

e The Redirect Manager helps you to automatically point visitors who visit
your site through outdated links to updated URLs.

In the course of this book, you'll get to know all these enhanced features and try out
how they'll benefit you when building your own site. In the next chapter, we'll focus
on the new Joomla! 1.6 workspace. You'll learn how to get the most out of the new
features of the revamped administration area.

[21]







Exploring your
Enhanced Workspace

Joomla! has been a very powerful tool from its earliest days. However, the place
where you control all that content managing power —the backend administration
area—hasn't always been particularly user-friendly. The menu arrangement would
sometimes force you to switch back and forth between administration screens to
perform simple tasks. For example, if you needed to change an item on one of the
site menus, you had to open the menu and then the associated menu module to
affect the revision — often repeatedly.

In Joomla! 1.6, the administration area has been redesigned —but the real changes are
more than skin deep. All kinds of little usability improvements help you to get things
done more efficiently. Let's find out what the main improvements are:

e Before you start: choosing a safe username

e Changes in the backend interface

e Top five time-saving features

e New ways to trash and delete items

e Changing the looks of the backend

Before you start: choosing a safe root
user's name

Before we have a look at the backend interface, let's focus for a while on an issue
concerning site security —it's about your personal keys to the site.
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In any CMS, it's vitally important to guard any "doors" through which hackers can
grab hold of your site. In Joomla! 1.5, the door to the backend of the site wasn't closed
securely due to the system habit of naming the root user (the Super Administrator)
"admin" during the installation process. If you didn't change the name "admin" later
on, hackers only needed to guess your password to be able to log in to your site.

Joomla! 1.6 rectifies this flaw by letting you enter an Admin Username during the
installation process. In previous versions, you could only change this name after
installation —and many site administrators apparently didn't bother.

You can now change the root user's name during the installation process (see Step
6, Configuration in the screenshot below). In the Main Configuration screen you
can enter a specific Admin Username, replacing the default value (which is still
"admin"). In the Admin Username field, enter a name that isn't easy to guess:

Joomla! 1.6.0 Installation

- - ~
Steps Main Configuration (©) previous | | next ()
1: Language )
Site Name
2: Pre-Installation check Enter the name of your Joomla! site,
Optional: You can also enter Meta Description and Meta Basic Setfings
s keywaords for your site,
gellicenEs site Name  |Joomla 1.6 First Look b1
4 Database » Advanced Settings - Optional
i — Confirm the Admin email and Password.
& : Configuration Enter your email address. This will be the email address of the

Web site Super Administrator.
Enter a new password and then confirm it in the appropriate
: Finish fields. You may change the default username admin. These will
be the Username and password that you will use to login to the
Administrator Control Panel at the end of the installation.
IF you are migrating, you can ignore this section, Your current T
i ettings will be sutomaticallv migrated Confirm Admin | —

Your Email

=

Admin Username

anythingbutadmin
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Root user, Super Administrator, Super User, Admin: what's the
difference?

When you install Joomla!, there's always one root user, allowed to do
anything in the administration area. In Joomla! 1.5, this root user was
called Super Administrator. In Joomla! 1.6, this name has been changed
to Super User —although this isn't used consistently. In the above

\l screenshot, you can see that you enter the Super User's name in the

= Admin Username field. Just keep in mind that the "Admin" in this case is

Q the same as the root user or Super User.

Another point to note is that the root user is always a Super User —but
there can be more Super Users who aren't root users. The root user is a
unique Super User who can assign new users to the Super User group.
But there's always just one root user created when installing Joomla! Only
this root user can change another Super User's details. (You can always
identify the root user in the User Manager by his fixed ID number, which
in Joomla! 1.6 is always 42).

Changing the root user's name after
installation

If you've already completed the installation of Joomla! 1.6 and you haven't chosen a
unique Admin Username for the root user, you can still do this afterwards. The steps
involved have changed a little since Joomla! 1.5, as the User Manager has a new
location in the backend.

To change any user's login data, go to the backend administration interface.
(You'll know the drill if you're familiar with Joomla! If not, see the Logging in to
the backend section below).

1. Go to Users | User Manager.

2. To change the root user's details, in the Name column, click on Super User:

3 User Manager: Users

Users User Groups Viewing Access |]
Search Users Search R

[ Hame B Us
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Clicking on the Super User name will take you to the Edit Profile screen.

3. In the Edit Profile screen, you'll find the Login Name in the Account Details
section. Change this from admin to any other name:

0 User Manager: Edit Profile

Account Details

Mame™* Super User

Login Mame* anythingbutadmin
Passwaord

Confirm Password

Email * emal@example.com
Reqgistration Date 20101218 19:29:36
Last Visit Date 20101218 19:29:44
Send System emails € No & Yes
Block this User * No  Yes
1D 42

4. Click on the Save & Close button to save changes.

. From now on, you can log in to the backend administration area using
the new Login Name. Don't let it confuse you: what's called Login Name
s in the Edit User screen, is called User Name in the login screen for the

backend —but it's the same thing.

Logging in to the backend

Now it's time to enter the backend of your site and get to know the new
administration interface. To do this, log in to the backend of the site with your
admin name and password. Although the entrance page has been redesigned,

the login process hasn't changed since 1.5: just navigate your browser to the web
address where you've installed Joomla! (such as www.example.com) and enter your
credentials in the resulting screen:

[26]
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Joomla! Administration Login

Use a valid usernams and password
to gain access to the adminiztrator
backend. User Name
Go to =ite home page.

Password

Language

anythingbutadmin

Default

Login

©

Click on the Log in button to enter.

What's changed in the backend?

Let's hear a drumroll for the stylish new Joomla! backend interface! To be honest,
the design hasn't changed in any revolutionary way since Joomla! 1.5 (or 1.0, for that
matter). However, it has definitely been refined. Here's what the administration area

looks like:

v

Add New Article

Menu Manager

&

Language Manager

Administration

d 1
Article Manager Category Manager Media Manager
P
User Manager Module Manager Extension Manager

X = 0

Global Configuration emplate Manager Edit profile

Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help <& 0 Logged-in frontend "_ 1 Logged-in backend

+ Last 5 Logged-in Users

Hame Location D
Super User Administrator 42
¥ Top 5 Popular Articles
» Last 5 Added Articles

Joomia® is free software released under the GHU General Public License.  Version 1.6.0

=" [ Messages [ View Sie o Log out

Last Activity Logout
2010-12-18 19:43:10
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To refresh your memory, here's the old 1.5 interface:

! Joomlal” Joomm - Joomla Beginner's Guide

Version 1.5.18
Site Menus Content Components Extensions Tools Help |24 Freview o M1 @ Logout
Logged in Users
/e\ jj # Hame Group Client Lasi Activity Logout

]
N | jobeguadmin  Super Administrator  administrator | 0.0 hours ago
Popular

Recent added Articles
| L.ﬂ" Lj meii Menu Stats

Category Manager Media Manager Menu Manager Language Manager

Joomils! i Free Software released under the GNU/GPL License.

Colors and icons have changed in the new Joomla! 1.6 backend interface, using a
new administration template called Bluestork. This gives the interface a pleasing and
more modern look. Later in this chapter, you'll find out how you can customize this
new template to suit your needs.

But more importantly, menus have been changed and reorganized to make them
more logical and easier to use. Let's have a quick look at the three most notable
interface changes.

What's gone: no more sections

Instead of both a Section Manager and a Category Manager, there's now just a
Category Manager. You can forget the concept of sections altogether: the developers
have re-designed how Joomla! organizes content to allow multi-level categories in
the place of the rigid Section/Category system. You'll read more this in Chapter 3 on
organizing content in Joomla! 1.6.

What's been added: the Users menu

The Users menu has been upgraded from a humble submenu position to one of the
main choices offered in the backend control panel as shown in the screenshot below.
This change has to do with Joomla!'s enhanced Access Control Levels system, which
allows you to manage users, user groups, and their access levels, in great detail. We'll
look into this in Chapter 5.

[28]



Chapter 2

‘ Users

Menus

|4 User Manager |

% Groups 2

- Accesslevelr b

&' Mass Mail Uzers

What's been moved: some tools and odds and
ends

Now where have the Tools gone? The Tools menu from Joomla! 1.5 has disappeared. To
aid your memory, the old 1.5 Tools menu is shown below:

| Tools

Help
Read Messages
Write Message

- Mase Mail

' Global Check-in

Fr Clean Cache

Purge Expired Cache

-

Seen it? Now you can forget it! The Joomla! developers decided to move the contents
of the Tools menu to menus where they can be found more easily.

The Global Check-in, Clean Cache, and Expired Cache menu items have moved to
the Site | Site Maintenance submenu as shown in the screenshot below. This makes

much more sense, as that is exactly what these options are all about: maintaining
your site.

‘ Site ‘ Users Menus Content Componen
0 Control Panel

% GClobal Configuration

b Site Maintenance ||\ Global Check-in

System Information -
0 Y L= Clear Cache sg
0 Logout . Purge Expired Cache
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The functionality of these items hasn't changed: the Global Check-in option unlocks
all items (such as articles) that are currently marked as checked out ("in use") across
the whole site. Clearing the cache allows you to delete temporary files that Joomla!
creates to improve the performance of your site. This will cause Joomla! to create
new copies of these files.

The other options from the old Tools menu (Read Messages, Write Messages, Mass
Mail) can now be accessed through the new Users | Mass Mail Users submenu:

Site ‘ Users ‘ Menus

<& User Manager 3
“ Groups »

= Accesslevels b

Mass Mail Users
e —icl

The Mass Mail functionality itself hasn't changed. It's a basic feature, enabling you to
send private messages to other users, for example, about site maintenance issues.

User Settings and Media Settings have been moved

In Joomla! 1.5, the Global Configuration | System screen would give you access to
User Settings and Media Settings. You would look here if you wanted to turn on or
off user registration, or revise how images are stored and managed on your site. The
Joomla! 1.5 screen is shown below:

site System server

System Settings Debug Settings
Seoret Word WCHTDHOXRyRJIJEhE Debug System 6 1o € ves
Path to Log folder |vanlogs Debug Language @ o € yes
Enable Web Services (3 y @ yes
Help Server [ Engish (GB) - help.joomla.org =1 Reset Cache Settings
cache @ yo € ves
User Settings Cache Time [15 | Minutes

ow User Registration (% o @ ves

Cache Handler | Fie [[5]]

Session Settings

Session Lifetime 15 Minutes

Session Handler | Database [

rontend User {3 pie @ one
Parameters

Media Settings &

Legal Extensions (File bmp.cev.doc.epg.gifico.ipg.odg odp.ods. gl
Types)

ize (in bytes) 10000000
Path to MEWgFolder mages

Path to Image Fol

imagesistores,

Restrict Uploads

Minimum User Level for
Media Mana

e Extensions
(File Types)

Legal Ir bmp.gi jpg,png

lgnored Extensions
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In Joomla! 1.6, you won't find these settings in the System screen anymore.

To access the User Settings in Joomla! 1.6, go to Users | User Manager. Click on the
Options button and you'll be presented with a pop-up window to manage how and
whether users can register on the site:

* Users Configuration Save Cancel

Component Mass Mai Permigsions

Allow User Registration T Mo * Yes

New User Registration Type - Registersd ;[
New User Account Acivation| 5=f = |

Frontend User Parameters  Hide & Show

To access the Media Manager options, go to Content | Media Manager and click on
the Options button in the toolbar. You're presented with a pop up window that lets
you define how images are managed on the site:

* Media Manager Options Save  Cancel

Component Permissions

Legal Extensions (File Types) bmp.csv.dec.gifice.jpg peg odg.odp.ads.oduy
Waximum Size 10485760

Path to file folder mages

Path to image folder mages

Restrict Uploads © N @ Yes

Check MIME Types 0 No # Yeg

Legal Image Extensions (File Types) tme.gtipg.eng
Ignored Extensions

Legal MIME Types image/jpeg.image/gifimage/png.mage/omp.a

llegal MIME Types texthiml

Enable flash uploader @ No © Yes
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= What's the use of the new User Permissions tab? |

@\ Global Configuration

Al
‘Q Site System Server Permissions

When browsing the Global Configuration screen, you'll notice that
there's a new tab called Permissions. It's where you set all site-wide user
permissions. You'll learn more about this in Chapter 5 which is about

I Access Control Levels. L

Five great new time-saving features

In the previous chapter, you've already had a sneak peak at the improvements in the
Joomla! backend. Apart from a few new toolbar buttons, there are many additional
timesavers hidden in the redesigned administration area. Let's find out what they are
and how they can help you when you set up and manage your site.

Timesaver # 1: going home in one click

One of the neat little changes in the backend interface, allowing you to work faster:
there's a sort of "Home" button now. Just click on the word Administration in the
top bar. In previous versions of Joomla!, the text here was static. Now it's a hyperlink
that takes you back to the backend 'home page', allowing you to jump quickly to the
main control panel from any backend location:

Administration

Site Users Menus ontent Components Extensions Help & oL
{ 1
-
Add New Article Article Manager Category Manager Media Manager
= . f‘i .
Menu Manager User Manager Module Manager Extension Manager
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Timesaver # 2: adding new items in one click

An extra menu level has been added to Joomla!'s menu interface. Some of the
drop-down menu items feature second level ("fly-out") menu items. One example
is shown below:

nus | Content | Components Extensions Help

Add New Category
|

IMedia Manager
S — -0y Manager Media Manage

To see for yourself how this works, navigate to Content | Category Manager - but
don't click on the Category Manager menu option itself. When the mouse hovers
over the Category Manager menu item, a new second-level menu item will appear:
Add New Category. Click on this menu item. This way, you get to the Category
Manager: Add New Category screen in just one step. This saves you the trouble of
first opening the Article Manager or Menu Manager or any other manager screen
and clicking on New.
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Again, a small interface change, but a giant leap for content managers! This
improvement will definitely save you many unnecessary clicks in your day-to-day
site management routine. By clicking on the Add New... fly-out menu item, you get
to the "Create Something New" screen in one go.

Several menu items now contain this extra fly-out menu option. If they do, this is
indicated by a little blue arrow pointing right, as shown below:

= Menu Manager

=‘ User Menu

B Top

Timesaver # 3: Save & New

In Joomla! 1.5, the backend toolbar allowed you to Save (for example an article, or a
new menu item), Apply (to save your work without closing the screen), or Close the
screen without saving changes. In Joomla! 1.6, there's a new button called Save &
New. When you hit this button while editing an article, it saves your changes, closes
the article, and opens a blank article screen.

Using the new Save & New button

Let's find out how using Save & New can help you to work faster. Imagine you want
to get started adding content to your website and make room for new articles. This
requires a set of new categories. In this exercise, you will add a series of categories:

1. Navigate to Content | Category Manager. A second-level menu item will
appear: Add new category. Click on this menu item to open the Add New
Category screen:

| Administration

Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help

o Category Manager: Add New Category

Details

Title * New category #1

Alias
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Site

In the Title field, enter New category #1.

There is no need to change any other details just now, so you're ready to save
the category. However, you don't have to click on Save . Click on Save &
New instead.

A new, empty Add New Category screen appears, confirming that you've
successfully saved the category you just made:

Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help <& 0 Logged-in frontend &1 Logged-in backend = 0 Messages [ View Site o Log out
3 ! 456
Category Manager: Add New Category S (m| B 0 -
o Save Save &Close Save &New  Cancel Help
Category successfully saved
Details = =
v Basic Options
Title ™
Alternate Layout - Use Menu or Request Sating - | = |
Alias
Image Select
Parent - N parent - = Clear
State Pubished |z Nate

Enter the Title of the second category and click on Save & New again.

Repeat Step 5 for all of the new categories you need. When you've entered
the last Title of the new category you need to create, click on Save & Close.
You're taken to the Category Manager.
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The result is displayed in the Category Manager. If you don't see your new
categories in the first screen, click on the Next button at the bottom of the screen
to discover the latest additions:

Category Manager

Articles Categories Featured Articles

Filter. Search | Clear

O Title
r I.’.l.nim:aa I:!mﬂii

R el

O | " i

r IGroweg rj .

r IRE CiI.JrBesczpei.

( : uncategorized)
Mew categary #1
(&lias: new-category-1
Mew category #2

( : new-category-2)
Mew category #3

new-category-3

Mew category #4

( new-category-4)

MNew category #5

( new-category-5

Timesaver # 4: Save as Copy

You've experienced that the Save & New feature enables you to create series of new
items with lightning speed. Now what's the difference with the other new toolbar
feature, called Save as Copy? Hitting this button not only saves the current article,
but leaves the current screen and its contents open for you to edit a copy of the article
you have just saved.
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Creating dummy content using Save as Copy

The Save as Copy button will help you when you need to create items that have
much in common, such as categories that share a specific combination of settings or
articles that all have the same dummy content and are only different in their title and
categories. Let's find out how this last example can benefit you in real life, when you
need to set up a new website and include a series of dummy articles fast:

1. Go to Content | Article Manager and click on the new fly-out submenu item
Add new article:

| Content | Components Extensions He

| Article Manager || Add New Article
r e

Cotoonne llanan

2. In the Add New Article screen, enter the article Title and some Article Text.
In this example, we'll leave the other settings unchanged, but you could
choose any combination of settings needed:

Administration ¥ Joormlal
Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help “& 0 Logged-in frontend &1 Logged-in backend = 0 Messages B View Site o Log out
: . ! ! 45
Article Manager: Add New Article v (| e 0 .-
) Save Save&Close Save&MNew  Cancel Help
New Article o 5
+ Publishing Options
Title * Example article #1
P Created hy Select 2 User Select User
Alias Created by alias
Category * Aricdes =
gory Sample Data-Articles = | Created =
State Published | =
e Start Publishing =
Access Publi -
ume —I Finish Publishing 23
Language A -
= Modified
Featured & No © Yes
Revision
o
0 Hits
Article Text
= Styles ~ Paragraph <
[1st . » Article Options
4B P @

b Article Permissions

g § . . . » Metadata Options
at tempor magna. Munc at posuere augue. In neque neque, luctus sed scelerisque vitae, ;I
feugiat ac ligula. Aliquam pellentesque ullemcorper leo, eu porta odio euismod in. In hac
habitasse platea dictumst. Sed magna erat, aliquet at vulputate ac, malesuada 3 nunc.
Morbi lRoreet gravida semper. Quisque lacinia, lacus ut tincidunt hendrerit, tortor enim
vehicula justo, eget gravida risus purus sit amet leo. Suspendisse potenti. Nullam turpis
dui, luctus id bibendum vel, varius ut nunc. Fusce pharetra tortor et justo condimentum
lacinia. Curabitur est tortor, accumsan vel fringilla witae, malesuada vel nisi. Nam in dui
nunc, vel lacinia lorem. Wullzm fermentum tempor erat, ac consequat metus congue eu.
Cras condimentum orci non sapien bibendum molis. In vestibulum, telus eu fermentum
egestas, turpis velit semper mauris, id ultricies leo magna nec leo. |
Path: p

1

Article Image == Pagebreak Read More Toggle editor
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3. Asyou can see in the previous screenshot, there's still no such thing as a Save
as Copy button. This is because the current article hasn't been saved yet. To
do this now, click on the Save button.

4. A message is displayed: Article successfully saved. Moreover, a new Save
as Copy button appears:

Article Manager: Edit Article (| e 2

Save Save & Close  Save & New Saveas Copy Close

[ Article successfully saved I

5. Your first article is now saved. Just change whatever you need to change
now for the second article. Changing just the Title is enough, although you
should also delete the contents of the Alias area. These contents are filled
in by Joomla! automatically, but you have to delete them to force Joomla! to
recreate the Alias to match your new article title. (If you don't clear the Alias
field or enter a new alias manually, Joomla! will display an error message
telling you that a new article can't have the same alias as an existing one).

Edit Article

Title Example article #2

Alias |

6. Now click on Save as Copy. The copy with the new article Title (Example
article #2) has been saved.

7. Repeat the previous two steps to create as many copies as you like. When
you're done creating the last copy, click on Save & Close.

8. You're taken to the Article Manager. Click on the word Date at the top of the
Date column; this will sort the articles by date and show the most recently
added articles on top. Your set of new articles is displayed as shown next:
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Administration

Site Users Menus

Articles Categories

Example article #1
{ : example-article-1)

Example article #2
{ : example-article-2)

Example aricle #3

. example-article-3)
Example article #4
( : example-article-4)

Example article #3

{ =: example-article-5)

Content Components

Filter: Search

Extensions

Article Manager: Articles
Featured Articles

Clear

Published Featured

o 0 0 ¢

Help

Category

Sample
Data-Articles

Sample
Data-Articles

Sample
Data-Articles

Sample
Data-Articles

Sample
Data-Articles

<& 0 Logged-in frontend & 1 Logged-in backend

00 9 0 !

New Edit Publish  Unpublish Archive

~SelectState- v |  -SelectCategory- v | | - Select Access-

Ordering Access Created by
0 Public Super User
0 Public Super User
0 Public Super User
0 Public Super User
0 Public Super User

b

f -

= 0 Messages

v U

Checkin  Trash

=l -s
Date & Hi
2010-09-09
2010-09-09
2010-09-09
2010-09-09

2010-08-09

Timesaver # 5: tabbed screens

When you're working with categories, chances are at some point you'll want to
switch to the articles screen to add some content to the categories you've just
managed. Previously, this would involve clicking around in the backend interface,
closing one screen and opening another. In Joomla! 1.6, this is much easier thanks to
the introduction of tabbed screens as shown below. Each tab opens its own screen

with new content.

Category Manager: Articles

Articles

Filter:

Categories

Featured Articles

Search

Clear

In the default backend template called Bluestork, Joomla!'s tabs don't
+actually look like the tabs as used in other software or on websites.
Normally, a tab isn't displayed separately from its own screen, whereas
Joomla! tabs are. However, they function as tabs: whatever option you

click, defines what content is shown below it.
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When you're working with categories, there are two tabs that allow you to quickly
jump to screens with related functionality: Articles and Featured Articles.

You'll find tabbed screens in many different places in the backend. When working
with Menus you can quickly jump to Menu Items, and when managing Users you
can instantly switch to User Groups and Access Levels.

One great life-saver: two-step deletion

In Joomla! 1.5, it was possible to accidentally remove things in the backend. You
could inadvertently delete other items, such as sections or categories, by just one
unlucky click of the mouse.

Joomla! 1.6 features a new safety system to prevent backend users deleting articles
and menu items by mistake. It's comparable to the trash can system found on most
computer operating systems: to delete items, you send them to the trash can, and to
delete them permanently, you empty the trash. Previously, this two-step trashing
was only implemented for menu items and articles. Now, any item that you want to
delete has to be deleted in two steps. This is a great safety feature.

Moreover, the steps involved trashing, deleting, or recovering have changed a little
since Joomla! 1.5. Let's find out how this works.

Deleting an item

Let's delete a category from the Joomla! sample data:

1. Navigate to Content | Category Manager and select the category called
Joomla!. Click on the Trash button in the toolbar:

Administration ¥ Joomlal

Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help “& 0 Logged-in frontend & 1 Logged-in backend = 0 Messages [ View Site o Log out

Category Manager 0 I . ¥ C ::

New Edit Publish  Unpublish Archive  Checkln 'ra{% Rebuild Help

Articles Categories Featured Articles

Filter: Search || Clear FotStzte - | v | |- Select Access - =] -Seiectlanguage- x|
Ordering &
[m} Title Published E Access Language 0
Sample Data-Articles
| ! ) /] 1 Public Al 14
Joomla!

v Q 1 Public All 19
I— joomia) o

[l ] 1 Public All

(

extensions
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2. A message appears to confirm the deletion. You're done.

Inspect the category list to make sure that the Joomla! category has effectively
disappeared from the category list.

Exploring and restoring thrashed content

In Joomla! 1.6, there's a new way to find out what items have been sent to the Trash.
You can find Trash information in the Manager screens of the backend:

1. To explore trashed categories, go to the the Category Manager. In the Select
State drop-down box, select Trash:

Category Manager 0 O O

New Edit Publish  Unpublish

Articles Categories Featured Articles
Filter: Search = Clear
Published
Unpublshed
O Title Archived

Sample Data-Articles
( : gample-data-articles

2. The Category Manager screen now displays only trashed content.
In this case, the Joomla! category which you've just deleted is shown.
In the Published column, a trash can icon is displayed, indicating the

category's state:

i il =] 45
Category Manager 0 Q O b e C

New Edit Publigh Unpublish Archive Checkin  Empty trash Rebuild Help
Articles Categories Featured Articles
Filtar: Search | Clear Trash L= | B select Access - =] |- Select Langusge - | = |
" /N!'/ P“*"En uraermg% Access Language ID

oc !
[ J”m‘_a v 1 Public All 19
joomla =
Display # 20 ;I
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3. Toundo the deletion and restore the category, click on the trash can icon in
the Published column. The Joomla! category disappears from the list and a
message is displayed: 1 category successfully published.

Another way to perform the same action is to select the Joomla! category and
click on the Publish button in the toolbar.

4. To check if the Joomla! category has been published again, in the Select State
drop-down box, select Published:

|

'
o

B Select State -

Unpublished
Archived
Trash

Al

The deleted category is now listed again among the Category Manager items.

Permanently deleting items
To permanently delete categories that have been sent to the trash, follow these two
steps. Be careful, as there's no undoing a permanent deletion!
1. To explore trashed categories, go to the Category Manager. In the Select
State drop-down box, select Trash to display all trashed contents.

2. Select the trashed category —in this example it's Joomla! —and click on
Empty Trash in the toolbar:

Category Manager 0 O O H “ T_o?

MNew Edit Publish  Unpublish Archive Checkin  Empty trash

Articles Categories Featured Articles

Filter:

=] |- Select Access - = [-5ee

Search Clear

Ordering &
Published B Access

r

] 1 Public

Joomla!
: joomia

Dizplay # 20 = |

The category has now been deleted permanently.
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Changes in Joomla! lingo

Whenever you would set your preferences in Joomla! 1.5, whether
creating an article, managing a menu, or administering a module, you
had to endure a strange example of Joomla! lingo: parameters. This was
~ a technical term that really just meant 'settings' or 'options'. In 1.6, the
infamous parameters have been renamed options.

When browsing the backend, you'll notice there are more minor

improvements in the backend naming conventions. The goal of the

developers has clearly been to phrase things in a way that's more
- meaningful to first time users. -

Customizing the looks of the backend

Joomla! 1.5 came with just one template to be used in the administrator backend.

In 1.6, you can choose between the default template (called Bluestork) and an
alternative called Hathor. The latter isn't just any other template: it's fully accessible.
This means that it has been built according to accessibility rules, allowing people of
all abilities and disabilities to have equal access to the site. For instance, an accessible
template enables blind users to navigate the site using screen readers (text-to-speech
software).

The layout of the Hathor template stays close to the default template, which means
that it's easy to switch without having to learn to use a different layout.
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Selecting another backend template

1. To try out Hathor, navigate to Extensions | Template Manager. The
Template Manager : Styles screen is displayed. In the Location column,
two templates are indicated to be Administrator templates: Bluestork and
Hathor. An orange star in the Default column indicates that Bluestork is the
current template for the site backend:

Administration ¥ Joomlal

Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help

“& 0 Logged-in frontend ¥ 1 Logged-in backend = O lMessages [ View Site o Log out

= Template Manager: Styles | @ ©O B & 3

Make Defautt Edit Duplicate Delete Options Help

Styles Templates

Filter: Search  Clear [-Select Location - = [-Select Tempiste - = |
Style Location Template = Default Assigned ID

[T Atomic- Default Site atomic o

[ Beezs - Default-Fruit Shop Site beezs (]

[T Beez2-Parks Site site beez 20 (] 14

[T Beez?-Default Site beer_20 * (V]

[T Bluestork - Default Administrator  bluestork ~ 2

[T Hathor- Default Administrator  hathor

T Wilkyway - Default Site rhuk_milkyway O 1

Display #20 ||

2. To set Hathor as the default administrator template, click on the grey star
to the right of the template name, located in the Default column:

bluestark =
hathor - ‘h
rhuk_milkyway Set default

3. The Hathor template becomes active immediately. A message appears:
Default style successfully set:
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K Joomial Admiﬂ:&stratian & 0 Logged-in frontend & 1 Logged-in backend = 0 Messages B View Site 0 Log out

Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help

Template Manager: Styles

Default style successully set

Styles Templates
% o 9 m <
Wake Default Edit  Duplicate Delete Options Help
Filter: Search | | Clear |- Select Location - |_| [- Select Template - _| | Submit
Style Location Template= Default Assigned ID
Atomic - Default Site atomic v 3
Beezs - Default-Fruit Shop Site beez5 v ]
Beez2 - Parks Site Site beez_20 v 114
Beez2 - Default Site beez 20 = v 4
Bluestork - Default Administrator  bluestork 2
Hathor - Default Administrator  hathor = 5
Milkyway - Default Site rhuk_milkyway v 1

Display # | 20 Submit

Joomlal is free software released under the GNU General Public License. Version 1.6.0

Take some time to explore Hathor. All of the backend functionality is the same. If
you're familiar with the Joomla! backend interface, you won't have to get used to
Hathor: the one main layout change is that the toolbar buttons are now placed on
the left-hand side on the screen. Hathor may look a little less refined than the default
template, but it's fast and clearly laid out and easy to use.

Setting the backend template to suit your
taste

The Hathor template comes with a set of built-in options, enabling you to customize
the looks to your taste and needs. Let's find out how to set Hathor to use high
contrast colors. This high contrast colors mode is meant to enhance legibility for
people with a visual impairment, but other people might find this color scheme
easier too:

1. Inthe Template Manager : Styles screen, click on the name of the template.
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2. You're taken to the Template Manager: Edit Style screen. Here you
can set some Basic Options. In the Select Color drop-down box, select
High Contrast:

B Joomlal Administration “& 0 %s Logged-in frontend “& 1 %s Logged-in backend = (0 Messages B vView Site i Log out

Templates Manager: Edit Style

v (| 0 O <

Save | Save&Close | Saveas Copy| Close Help
Details - -
+ Basic Options

Style leme * oyl Bl Show Site Name @ No ) Yes

Template hathor Administrator Select Colour

Default o (% Yes

Bold Text et
D 5
Brown
Templaie description Blue

Hathoris an accessible administrator template for Joomlal 1.6. The Colour CSS files can also

be used for custom colour branding.

3. Click on Save & Close to see the output:

) Users Menus Content ‘Components Extensions

i Template Manager: Styles

Styles Templates

* 7/ . -:o

Make Default Edit Duplicate Delete Options. Help
Filter: h  Clear
Style Location Template:.. Default Assigned ID
Atomic - Default Site atomic * v
Beez5 - Defauli-Fruit Shop Site beez5 v
Beez2 - Parks Site beez_20 v
Beez2 - Default Site beez 20 * v
Bluestork - Default Administrator  bluestork
Hathor - Default Administrator  hathor

Milkyway - Default Site rhuk_milkyway

Display # 20 H Submit

e software released under the GNU General Public Lice ersion 16.0

The main color of the backend is now dark blue with white and yellow typography.
To switch back to the default template again, navigate to Extensions | Template
Manager and click on the star next to the Bluestork interface name, in the Default
column. The template will instantly change back to normal.
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Changing Bluestork options

It's also possible to change basic settings in the default backend
. template, Bluestork. Click on the name Bluestork in the Template
% Manager to access the Template Manager: Edit Style page. The Basic
~ Options presented here allow you, among other things, to determine
whether you want to use bigger text (for enhanced legibility), and
whether the site name should be displayed in the black top bar of the
backend template interface.

Templates Manager: Edit Style v
Save  Save & Clo
Details . .
v Basic Options
Style Name -

y Blusstork - Default Use Rounded Comers | Dissbles | v |
Template bluestork Administrator Show Site Name Disabled | v |
Default == = Bigger Text Disabled = |
D 2 High Contrast Disabled | = |

Summary

It's a tiny detail, but it's a great safety improvement: you can now change a
custom administrator username when installing Joomla! — that is, before you
tirst enter the backend interface.

The changes in the Joomla! 1.6 backend interface are more than skin deep.
The backend interface has been reorganized. Some menu items have been
reorganized to make them more logical and easier to use. New shortcuts to
the backend home page or to other frequently used screens are among the
great little timesavers.

The Save & New and Save as Copy buttons help you create new content
very efficiently, allowing you to skip a few clicks in the process.

Joomla! 1.6 features a new safety system to prevent you accidentally deleting
articles and menu items: deleting in two steps, using the Trash and Empty
Trash buttons.

Finally, new backend templates and template options allow you to customize
the looks of the backend — to enhance the legibility and usability, or just to
make it look more beautiful.

In the next chapter, we'll get to the heart of the matter: managing content. You'll
learn all about one of the most significant improvements in Joomla! 1.6, organizing
content using nested categories.
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Organizing and
Managing Content

Joomla! 1.6 makes creating, managing, and organizing content easier in many
respects. One of the main improvements is that Joomla! now allows you to
categorize articles any way you like. The rigid old section and category system
has been replaced by a more powerful content categorization system, called
"nested categories". But there are many more improvements in the backend,
making it easier to create and organize articles.

In this chapter, you'll learn about the benefits of Joomla!'s new content management
features. We'll cover the following topics:

e Organizing content using nested categories

¢ Adding category notes and category metadata

e New ways to display category contents on the site

e Creating and editing content: using the updated article editor
¢ Archiving and un-archiving articles

Organizing content using nested
categories

Anyone who's used to working with the previous versions of Joomla! knows the old
section — category —article drill. Articles had to be part of a category and categories
had to be part of a section. There were no workarounds for this rigid three-level
content organization scheme. Sometimes, this required Joomla! users to adapt their
content to the system's limitations (or extend Joomla!'s functionality by using more
powerful content management extensions, so-called Content Construction Kits

or CCKs).
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In Joomla! 1.6, the rigid old system has finally been replaced. Sections have

gone; there are now only categories, and any category can hold as many levels of
subcategories as you need. In the backend, instead of both a Section Manager and
a Category Manager, you'll now find only a Category Manager. You can forget the
concept of sections altogether; in Joomla!! 1.6 there's no need for them anymore, as
they're no longer needed as 'containers' to hold categories.

Improvement #1: categories can now be one
level deep

Sometimes, you'll want to organize articles in just one category. Let's say you want to
add a few articles about your organization: who you are, where to reach you, and so
on. You don't need any subcategories. You'd need a structure like this:

Category About us

!—‘—\

Who we Where to
are find us

Articles

In Joomla! 1.5, this simple setup of a "sectionless" category holding articles wasn't
possible. You'd have to organize content in sections and categories — which implied
that any group of articles would be stored two levels deep, even if you didn't need
this. The only alternative was not to organize content, using uncategorized articles.

In Joomla! 1.6, you can put content in just one category if you want to. Just go to
Content | Category Manager | Add New Category to create a new category.
In the Parent drop down box, select No parent:

o Category Manager: Add New Category
Details

Title About Us

Alias

Parent - Mo parent - ;I
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As this category has "No parent", it becomes a top-level or "parent" category. It's as
simple as that; now you can do something that wasn't possible in Joomla! 1.5, by
assigning articles directly to this category.

Improvement #2: creating multiple category
levels

Joomla!'s old section — category —article approach didn't allow you to create
categories within categories ( "nested categories"). However, on content-rich

sites, you might need more than two levels of content organization and use a few
subcategories. Here's an example from a site featuring product reviews. It uses
several levels to organize the main category of "reviews" in subcategories of product
types, brands, and models:

Category Reviews
I
I I |
L other
Subcategory 1 Cameras Digicams products
I
I |
Subcategory 2 CRTEEE! S
cameras Cameras
| |
I I |
Subcategory 3 Canon Nikon etc. Canon

A great advantage of being able to create such a structure is that it allows for
very specific searches (that is, within categories) and multiple ways of navigation.
Another example is if you are creating a catalog that you want to be searchable
with multiple filters such as manufacturer, price, general item type, or a specific
product name.
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Creating a set of 'nested' categories

Let's find out how you can quickly set up a few nested categories like the ones shown
in the illustration above:

1. Go to Content | Category Manager | Add New Category.

2. In the Title field, enter Reviews.

3. In the Parent field, make sure that the default option No parent is selected.
The screen should look like this:

o Category Manager: Add New Category
Details

Title Review5|

Alias

Parent - Mo parent - ;I

4. Click on Save & New. A message appears to confirm your action: Category
successfully saved. At the same time, all the fields in the Add New Category
are emptied.

5. To create a subcategory, enter the subcategory name Cameras in the
Title field.

6. In the Parent drop-down box, select Reviews:

o Category Manager: Add New Category

0 Category successfully saved

Details

Title Cameras

Alias

Parent - Reviews =

State

7. Click on Save & New to store the subcategory.
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8. Repeat the previous three steps to create more subcategories. For each new

category, first enter a title, then select the appropriate parent category and
save it by clicking on Save & New.

9. When you're done with creating subcategories, click on Save & Close to view
the results in the Category Manager. In the example below, the Cameras
category is parent to a subcategory Compact Cameras. The Compact
Cameras category is parent to a subcategory called Canon.

If you've followed the above example, you'll find the following set of categories in
the Category Manager. They are displayed as shown below:

Reviews
e revie
Cameras
r —
. cameras
Compact Cameras
r e
{ . compaci-cameras
Canon
r .
. canon

The Reviews name isn't indented, as it is a top-level category. Cameras, Compact
Cameras, and Canon are displayed indented as they are subcategories.

When you create articles, you can now assign them to the new categories. The same

category hierarchy as you've just seen in the Category Manager is displayed in the
Category drop-down box:

Article Manager: Add New Article

New Article

Title

Alias

Category E 2|
----Beez 20

State ----Beez5 d
- - - - Atomic

Access << - Milky Way ]
---Languzges

Language - - - Plugins
- Park Site

Featured - - Park Blog
- - Photo Gallery

In] -~ - Animals
. Scenery

Article Text - Fruit Shop Site
- - Growers

B I U % - - Recipes - Paragraph
Uncategonsed

= = | 5= | Reviews [ @ v
L' : Y---Canon —

- DSLR Cameras x
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Using nested categories in the sample data

You've just set up a few categories and subcategories yourself. On a complex

site, you can have a far more complex structure. Don't worry, I won't ask you to
create dozens of nested categories right now —but it's a good idea to learn from

the example set by the Joomla! Developers. Let's have a look at the categories and
articles that come with Joomla! when it is installed with sample data. The way things
are organized there will give you some idea of how you can deploy nested categories
and get the most out of the new system.

Exploring the sample data

1. On the frontend, click on the Sample sites link in the This Site menu.

2. On the Sample Sites page, a new menu appears. This menu gives access
to both sample sites — Australian Parks and Fruit Shop:

ou are here: Home » Sample Sites

Australian Parks Fruit Shop

Parks Home
Park Blog
Image Gallery

Park Links

Have a look around at both example sites. They appear to be separate websites, but
they're not. Here the Joomla! developers have cunningly deployed the possibilities of
the new category system and have organized all content for the three sites (the main
site and two example sites) within one big website. To find out how this is done, let's
have a look at the categories in the backend:
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Site  Users

1. Go to Content | Category Manager to see how the sample content is

organized. The screenshot below shows an overview:

Menus  Content

Components

f— Category Manager: Articles

Articles Categories

Filter. Search

Featured Arficles

Clear

Extensions

One top level

4& 0 Logged-in frontend

(I /]

New Edit

Publish

- Select Max Levels - [= | |- SaiectStmte- v

category: Joomla!

Second level

Subcategories of

Joomlal

Second level category:

Park Site

Subcategories of
Park Site

Second level category:

- Sample Data-Articles cateQDry
(4liss: sample-data-arficles
Joomial
m] 3 o
{4las: joomia}
Extensions
0 (Aliss: extensions
Components
0 it
(Alias: componer
Modules
—
= (4has: modules) -
I Content Modules
(lss: atticles-modules)
r Usermo_dule's )
(~las: user-modules
Display WModules
= (&fias: display-modules
- Utility Modules '
(s utiliy-modules
- M‘enuMudule :
{4 enu-module)
T late
o emplaes
(4lias: templates)
Beez 20
I
I
Atornic
r .
(Aliss: atomic)
r Milky Way
(Afss: milky-way)
Languages
o -Ql g .
Afias; languages|
Plugins
= ?
(Alias: pluging
Il Park Site =t
(~las: park-site}
Il ParkBlog )
(4lias: park-blog)
Photo Galle
0 2
(#liss: photo-gallery
Animals
(8] i j
(Alias: animais)
Scenery
[ml .
(Alias; scenery)
- Fruit Shop Site
tAdis: Frift-shop-site =g
Growers
(=] A
(Alias: growers:
Recipes
o o -
(4les: recipes

Il Uncategorised
(#las: uncategorised)

Fruit Shop Site

Subcategories of
Fruit Shop Site

4 1Loggedinbackend = 0llessages B View Ste ) Logout
l v N & 3
Unpublish | Archive Checklh Tresh | Rebuid Opfions Help
~ Selaot Acoass - =] |-SslestLanguzge - =
Published Orderingz t4 Access Language D
] o 1 Pubiic Al 1
(] (] 1 Public All 19
-] 1 Public Al 20
(] o 1 Public All 21
L -1 2 Public All 2z
] 1 Pubiic All B4
(/] [~ ] 2 Pubiic Al 8%
(] (-] 3 Public All 8
(] oo 4 Pubic al &7
(/] e 5 Fubiic All 75
(] oo 3 Public Al 23
(] o i Pubiic Al 89
(] M- 2 Fublic Al 70
(] © 9 3 Public All 68
(] (-] 4 Pubiic All 7
(] o9 4 Public All 24
(] o 5 Public All 2
(/] o Q 2 Pubiic English (UK) 28
(] -] 1 Public English (UK} 27
(] ° 2 Public Englsh (UK) 23
(] (] 1 Pubiie English (UK} 72
(/] © o Public Engiish {UK) T3
(] [:] 3 Public Al 29
(] o 1 Public All 30
V] -] 2 Fublic Al 76
(] oo i Public All L
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As you can see in the screenshot above, there's one top-level category, Sample
Data-Articles. All other articles are contained in the subcategories of this main
level category. Apart from the top level category, there are three main categories:

¢ The Joomla! category. It has three sublevels.
o The Park Site category. It has two sublevels.
e The Fruit Shop category. It has one sublevel.

Finally, there's a group of articles that's not in any category; it's a bunch of leftovers
all marked as Uncategorized.

How can different categories look like different sites?

As you click through the example sites, not only the content changes; the menu links
to each main category (such as the Parks and Fruit Shop category) have specific
templates assigned to them. This way, on the frontend, the look-and-feel of the
different main article categories are totally different, whereas in the backend, they're
just part of one big site.

Applying templates to categories can give visitors the impression of exploring a
separate set of websites. You'll learn more about assigning templates to specific site
parts in Chapter 6.

Although there's no limit to the number of levels in the category
o hierarchy, even in this rather complex set of sample site articles,
~ categories don't go further than four levels deep. It is possible to
Q make more subcategories, but keep in mind that this means that your
content will be stored 'deeper' in the hierarchy, possibly making it
more difficult for visitors (and search engines) to find it.

One benefit of placing interrelated content under its own main level category is

that you can easily unpublish, delete, or archive any content dealing with a specific
subject by unpublishing, deleting, or archiving this main level category. That's why
the Joomla! developers have chosen to use one top-level category for all sample data.
By unpublishing the top level category (Sample Data-Articles), you can unpublish all
of the example content in one go.
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New category settings: notes and metadata

When entering or editing a new category, the New Category or Edit Category screen
now offer you an area to type notes about the purpose of the category or related
items, as well as a place to add keywords and a description (metadata).

The Note field (found in the Basic Options section) can be useful to share some extra
information about the category with other backend users. For example, you can enter
a short explanation about this category ('subcategory of ..."):

Category Manager: Edit An Articles Category ~ (] o D O 3
Help

Save Save & Clozse Save & New  Save as Copy Close

Details S .
* Publishing Options

Title Extensions ~ Basic Options

Alias estensions Alternative Layout Use Global |

Parent - - Joomla!

=l o Select | | Clear
State Published | = | ‘ Note .

Access Public _v|

Adding category metadata

In Joomla! 1.5, there was no way to separately enter metadata for category pages.
Now, you can enter specific Meta Description and Meta Keywords in the Metadata
Options section when creating or editing a category. To find out more on using these
metadata fields, see Chapter 8 on SEO improvements in Joomla! 1.6:

v Metadata Options

Meta Description

211 zbout the new Sony H123 Camerz Series
featuring spectacular low light IS0
performance .

Meta Keywoards

Sony X123, Sony H1Z3-B, Sony X1Z23-CPLus,
Sony Cemers Review, H1Z3 Specificetions
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Another new item in the Basic Options of a category is the Alternative
Layout select box. Alternative layouts are an advanced new feature
that enable you to select a customized layout for the current category,
provided the selected template (or a third-party component) provides
these extra layout options. A template can contain so-called template
- override files, allowing for customized layouts that replace Joomla!'s
% default views. Using the Alternative Layout select box, you can now
'~ select the template override you want to activate for this particular item.

To find out more about this feature, have a look at the "Introduction
to Alternative Layouts in Version 1.6" document on the Joomlacode
site. You'll find it at http://downloads. joomlacode.org/
trackeritem/5/8/6/58619/introtoaltlayoutsinversionl-

- 6v2.pdf. -

Fresh ways to display category contents on
the frontend

Joomla! 1.6 provides several additional methods to display category contents.
They replace the four classic layouts of Category List, Category Blog, Section List,
and Section Blog. When creating a new menu link pointing to a category, you are
now presented with a slightly different set of Menu Item Types:

Articles

Archived Articles

- i = =
Lizt All Categories
Categery Blog

Category List

&3 ed

These are the category views are available:

e List All Categories is a new view, described below
e Category Blog was previously called Category Blog Layout
e Category List was previously called Category List Layout
The Blog and List views are basically the same as they've always been. However,

these display types now offer new settings that provide more control over the look
and feel of the resulting pages.

Along with the new List All Categories menu item type, there are also a few new
module types that provide you with new ways to display links to categories and
their article contents. Let's have a closer look at the new category views.
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New category view # 1: List All Categories

The new category system rationalizes the organization of content, even in large or
complex websites. One advantage of this is that you can more easily give visitors
(and search engines!) access to all that well-structured content, just by adding one
menu link to a main level category. This will allow visitors to easily drill down the
different layers (the category levels) of the site structure.

To achieve this, the new List All Categories menu link type allows you to display
categories as well as their subcategory contents. You can see an example of this menu
organization if you select the Site Map link on the This Site menu in the frontend of
the sample Joomla! 1.6 content. As we've previously seen, the sample data that comes
with Joomla! 1.6 is organized in a structured way. The Site Map link uses the List All
Categories menu item type to show all levels in the category hierarchy.

Creating a link to a site map

Let's find out how you can set up a site map link yourself. We'll create a basic site
map to present links to all articles on the site:

1. Go to Menus | Main Menu.

2. Click on New. In the Menu Manager: New Menu Item screen, click on the
Select button to open the Select a Menu Item Type popup window. Select
List All Categories:

Select a Menu ltem Type:

Contacts Articles

List All Contact Categories
List Contacts in a Category
Single Contact

Featured Contacts

Eﬂtfgc";' L1 Shows a list of all the article categories within a category.
ealured Afmoes
Create Article

Newsfeeds Search
List eed Categories List Search Results

Ligt ds in a Category
Sin eed Users Manager

Login Form

User Profile

Edit User Profile

Registration Form

Username Reminder Reguest
ord Reset

Weblinks Wrapper

List All'\Web Link Categories Iframe Wrapper

List Web Links in a Category

Submit a Web Link System Links
External URL
Menu ftem Aligs
Text Separator
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The pop up window closes.

In the Menu Title field, enter Articles Site Map.

In the Required Settings section, the default value in the Select a Top
Level Category drop-down list is Root. You'll probably want to leave this
unchanged, as a typical site map should display the contents of all the
categories from the site top level.

In the Categories Options panel, we'll make a few changes to the default
settings to ensure that the site map will only display a tree of category names.
In the Subcategories Descriptions drop-down box, select Hide. In the #
Articles in Category drop-down box, select Hide too. This way, Joomla!
won't display the category descriptions (entered when creating or editing a
category) and the number of articles in the categories.

Click on Save and click on View Site to see the output on the frontend. A
new link is added to the main menu: Articles Site Map. Click on this link to
see the site map:

2 Joomlal’

Open Source Content Management Beta

You are here: Home » Articles Site Map

AboutJoomla!
Getting Started
Using Joomla!

The Joomlal Project

The Joomlal Community

This Site

Home

Site Map
Login
Sample Sites

Site Administrator

= P

Articles Site Map

Sample Data-Aricles
Joomlal
Extensions
Components
Modules

Content Modules

User Modules

Display Modules
Utility Modules

Menu Module

Templates
Plugins
Park Site
Park Blog

Photo Gallery

Animals

Scenery

Eruit Shop Site
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This is all there is to creating a site map for all article content on the site. Creating a
menu link of the List All Categories Menu Item Type using all the default options
will result in a page displaying a list of links to the categories and their contents.

Tweaking the site map display

When creating a List All Categories link, on the right-hand side of the screen you'll
see a bunch of options panels. It's worth trying out the available settings, as they
result in pages that look quite different (although they all basically serve the same
purpose, creating links to different levels of category contents). As an example, have
a go at changing the Categories Options. These allow you to fine-tune the site map
layout and display.

To make the site map a little easier for human visitors to use, in the Categories
Options you might want to add some descriptive text to the various categories.

If you'd like to try this out, you can edit the site map menu link that you've created
in the previous exercise and enter the following details in the Categories Options:

e Set Top Level Category Description to Show.

e In the Top Level Category Description box, add a short explanatory text
that will be displayed at the top of the Site Map page, such as "Looking for a
particular article? Browse this site map, listing all the articles."

e To make sure all subcategories are displayed, set Subcategory Levels to All.

e To display descriptive texts introducing individual categories, set
Subcategories Descriptions to Show. This way, descriptions that have been
entered for individual categories (through Content | Category Manager |
New/Edit) will be displayed on the site map page.

When you've changed the settings as described above, the options panel should look
like this:

v (Categories Options

Top Level Category Show =]

Description

Top Level Category Locking for 2 particular
Description article? Browse this site

mep, listing 211 the
erticles.

Subcategory Levels A _.|
Empty Categories

Subcategories
Descriptions

# Atticles in Category Use Global [= |
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e To check the effect of these changes, click on Save and then click on
View Site.

The Articles Site Map link in the Main Menu now still displays links to
all categories, but you'll notice that more details (such as descriptions of
category contents) have been added:

About Joomla!

Getting Started
Using Joomla!

The Joomlal Project

This Site

Home

Site Map

Login

Sample Sites
Site Administrator
Example Pages

Articles Site Map

You are here: Home » Articles Site Map

Looking for a particular article? Browse this site map, listing all the articles

Sample Data-Aicles
Article Count: 1

Joomla!
Article Count: 11

Extensions

The Joomlal Community

The Joomlal content management system lets you create webpages of various types using extensions. There are
5 basic types of extensions: components. modules. templates, languages. and plugins. Your website includes
the extensions you need to create a basic website in English, but thousands of additional extensions of all types
are available. The Joomlal Extensions Directory is the largest directory of Joomlal extensions.

Article Count: 0
Components

Components are larger extensions that produce the major content for your site. Each component
has one or more "views" that control how content is displayed.In the Joomlal administrator there

are additional extensions suce as Menus, Redirection, and the extension managers
Article Count: 7
Modules

Modules are small blocks of content that can be displayed in positions on a web page. The
=== menus on this site are displayed in modules. The core of Joomla! includes 17 separate modules
ranging from login to search to random images. Each module has a name that starts mod_ but
when it displays it has a title. In the descriptions in this section, the titles are the same as the names

rticle Count: 0

Adding descriptions can be helpful to your visitors, as they can explain the
various categories on your site, instead of just presenting the category names
as a list of hyperlinks.

As site maps come, the List All Categories menu item type produces

a very basic one. There are third-party extensions specifically aimed at
creating site maps. These will include more content (not just articles)
and have more features. Consult the Joomla! extensions directory to see
what's available: http://extensions.joomla.org/extensions/
structure-a-navigation/site-map.
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New Category View # 2: Articles Categories Module

Joomla! 1.6 features two other new methods to present category contents. Two new
modules are available, allowing you to show (links to) categories and their contents
in module positions or embedded in articles. The new modules are:

e Articles Categories Module, which displays a list of the names of categories
(from one parent category) as hyperlinks

e Articles Category module, which shows what articles are contained in one
or more categories

The names of these modules may confuse you. Actually, it's better to think of the
second module as the Articles in Category module, because that's exactly what it
does; it shows what articles are contained in one or more categories. First, we'll look
into the possibilities of the Articles Categories module; after that, we'll explore the
Articles Category module.

Creating an Articles Categories module
The Articles Categories module is a simple little navigational aid, allowing you to
display links to children of the current category. Let's use this module to display a
list of categories we want to draw the visitor's attention to:

1. Go to Extensions | Module Manager. Click on New.

2. In the pop up window, select Articles Categories:

Archived Articles
flash

Banners
Breadcrumbs
Custom HTML Thiz module displays a list of categories from one parent category.
Feed display

Footer

Language Switcher

Articles Categories

In the Title field, enter All about extensions.
Set Show Title to Show.

In the Position drop-down box, select position-9.

SRS LI S

In the Basic Options panel, select Extensions as the Parent Category. The
other options allow you to customize the module display, but we'll leave the
default settings unchanged.
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7.

In the Menu Assignment section, change a few settings to make the module
display only on the home page:

°  Select Module Assignment: Only on the pages selected

°  Now click on Toggle selection to deselect all the pages

°  Click on the Main Menu tab and select the Home link

°  The module screen should look as shown below:

— . . . - - 45
wee Module Manager: Module Articles Categories v B B 1m! o«

= Save Save & Close  Save & New  Saveas Copy  Close Help

Details = =

+ Basic Options
Title * i
(L SET T iEnsTis Parent Category - - Extensions =
Show Title @ show " Hide
Category Descriptions & No © Yes
Pasition * position-: Select position
= Show Subcategories @ No ' Yes
Fublished Published =
_I # First Subcategories Al ;[
Access Public =l
Maximum Level Depth | 21 = |
Ordering 1. Al about extensions | = |
Start Publishing 0000-00-00 00:00:00 | 23
b Advanced Options

Finish Publishing 0000-00-00 00:00:00 | ‘23]

Language Al =

MNote

D 77 Articles Categories

Site

Wodule Description This module displays a list of categories from one parent category.

Menu Assignment

WModule Assignment Only on the pages selected ;I

Menu Selection: Toggle Selection

About Joomla Australian Parks Fruit Shop Main Menu Top User Menu

[¥] -Home
[ - site Map
[T -- articles

[ - - weblink

Click on Save & Close and then click on View Site to see the output:

> Log in

Forgot your password?
Faorgot your username?

Create an account

All about extensions

Components
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The left-most of the three bottom panels on the frontend of the site now contains a
listing of categories in the extensions main category.

You'll notice that the three panels have only turned up now that we've
u assigned a module to them. That's because the default Joomla! 1.6
~ template, Beez 2, contains code to check if there's any content assigned
Q to the position-9, position-10, and position-11 positions. These positions
represent the row of panels below the main content. This row of panels
is only displayed if any of these panels contain content.

Adding some more category listings

To add two more category listings to the three panels at the bottom of the screen,
follow these steps. We'll add more instances of the same module, this time displaying
categories within the Templates category and the Park Site category:

1. Create a new Articles Categories module as described above. In the Title
field, enter All about templates.
In the Parent Category drop-down box, select Templates.

In the Position drop-down box, select position-10. This is the middle
panel position.

Again, set the module to display only on the homepage and save it.

5. Finally, create a third new Articles Categories module. In the Title field,
enter Park Site Categories.

In the Parent Category drop-down box, select Park Site.

In the Position drop down box, select position-11. This is the right
panel position.

8. Again, set the module to display only on the homepage and save it.

The output should look as displayed in the following screenshot:

e
Create an account

All about extensions All about templates Park Site Categories
Components Beez 20 Park Blog

Modules Beez5 Photo Gallery
Templates Atomic

Languages Milky Way

Plugins
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New Category View # 3: Articles (in) Category
Module

Apart from the Articles Categories module (displaying category names), there's
another new module to display category contents: Articles Category. What's the
difference? This new module may seem a modest new feature, but it's amazingly
powerful —and very much more so than the module that resembles it only in name,
Articles Categories. It makes it possible to present category contents in a variety

of ways.

Using the new Articles Category Module

As an example, let's create a list of teaser texts pointing the visitor to articles in the
Modules category:

1. Go to Extensions | Module Manager and click on New.

2. In the pop up window, select Articles Category:

Archived Articles
Articles - Newsflash
Articles - Related Articles
Articles Categories
Articles Category

Banners

EFEEGC“"T'E Articles Category

Custom HTM

Feed dizplay Thiz module dizplays a list of articles from one or mere categories.
Footer

1 Ciaribeln

3. In the Title field, enter More on modules.

4. In the Position drop-down list, select position-8. This way the module will
be displayed in a column on the right-hand side.
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5. In the Menu Assignment section, change a few settings to make the module
display only on the home page:

° Select Module Assignment: Only on the pages selected.
°  Now click on Toggle selection to deselect all the pages.
°  Click on the Main Menu tab and select the Home link.
6. Now let's set the Options to get the module to display what we want, how
we want it:

©  Click on the Filtering options heading to display the available
options in this panel.

° In the Category list, select the Modules category as shown in the
screenshot below.

° Leave Category Filtering Type set to Inclusive as shown in the
screenshot below. This way, only contents from the selected category
will be displayed. (If set to Exclusive, all categories but the selected
ones would be displayed).

Categary Filtering Type & Inclusive 7 Exclusive

Category - - Components

]

- - - - Content Modules

---- User Madules
- - - - Dizplay Modules LI

7. Set Child Category Articles to Include. If we'd leave this set to
Exclude, only articles in the selected category (Modules) would be
displayed —but this category doesn't itself contain any articles! Its
child categories do. By selecting Include, we make sure that the articles
contained in the subcategories get displayed.
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8. Click on Save and then click on View site to see the output on the frontend:

“ou are here: Home

AboutJoomla!

Getting Started
Using Joomla!

The Joomlal Project

This Site
Home
Site Map
Login
Sample Sites
Site Administrator

Example Pages

Login Form

User Name

Password

The Joomlal Community

7 Joomlal

Open Source Content Management Beta

Joomla!

Congratulations! You have a Joomlal site! Joomlal makes your site easy to build a

website just the way you want it and keep it simple to update and maintain

Joomlal is a flexible and powerful platform, whether you are building a small site for

yourself or a huge site with hundreds of thousands of visitors. Joomla is open source

which means you can make it work just the way you want it to.

Beginners

If this is your first Joomla
site or your first web site
you have come to the
right place. Joomla will
help you get your website
up and running quickly
and easily.

Start off using your site
by logging in using the
administrator account you
created when you
installed Joomlal.

> Read more:
Beginners

Upgraders

If you are an experienced
Joomla! 1.5 user, 1.6 will
seem very familiar. There
are new templates and
improved user interfaces
but most functionality is
the same. The biggest
changes are improved
access control (ACL) and
nested categories.

> Read more:
Upgraders

Professionals

Joomlal 1.6 continues
development of the
Joomla Framework and
CMS as a powerful and
flexible way to bring your
vision of the web to
reality. With the
administrator now fully
MVC, the ability to
control its look and the
management of
extensions is now
complete

* Read more:
Professionals

CLOSE INFO

More on modules
Archive Module

Article Categories Module
Articles Category Module
Banner Module
Breadcrumbs Module
Custom HTML Module
Feed Display

Footer Module
Language Switcher
Latest Articles Module
Latest Users Module
Login Module

Menu Module

Most Read Content

Mowe Elach

We've obviously created a rather huge list of links to articles that
are all part of the Modules subcategories. Let's change this to set a
maximum number of five links. We'll customize the display further
to add the article intro texts, instead of just the article titles.

9. Return to the Articles Category module edit screen. In the Grouping options,
set Article Grouping to Category. In the Display Options, set Introtext to
Show and keep Introtext limit set to 100 to display the first 100 characters of
the article text.

10.

Set Count to 6 to display a maximum of six articles.

In the Filtering options, you can limit the number of items to be displayed.
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11. Click on Save and then click on View site to see the results:

You are here: Home

About)oomla!
Getting Started
Using Joomlal
The Joomlal Project

The Joomlal Community

This Site
Home
Site Map
Login
Sample Sites
Site Administrator

Example Pages

Login Form

User Name

Password

Remember Me I
»Log in

Forgot your password?
Forgot your username?
Create an account

All about extensions

Components
Modules
Templates
Languages
Plugins

2 Joomlarl

Open Sourc

Joomla!

Congratulations! You have a Joomlal site! Joomlal makes your site easy to build a

website just the way you want it and keep it simple to update and maintain.

Joomlal is a flexible and powerful platform, whether you are building a small site for

yourself or a huge site with hundreds of thousands of visitors. Joomla is open source,
which means you can make it work just the way you want it to.

Beginners

If this is your first Joomla
site or your first web site,
you have come to the
right place. Joomla will
help you get your website
up and running quickly
and easily.

Start off using your site
by logging in using the
administrator account you
created when you
installed Joomlal.

* Read more:

Beginners

Upgraders

If you are an experienced
Joomlal 1.5 user, 1.6 will
seem very familiar. There
are new templates and
improved user interfaces,
but most functionality is
the same. The biggest
changes are improved
access control (ACL) and
nested categories.

> Read more:
Upgraders

Professionals

Joomlal 1.6 continues
development of the
Joomla Framewark and
CMS as a powerful and
flexible way to bring your
vision of the web to
reality. With the
administrator now fully
MVC, the ability to
control its look and the
management of
extensions is now
complete.

* Read more:

Professionals

CLOSE INFO

More on modules

Content Modules

Archive Module

This module shows a list of the
calendar months containing
archived articles. After you have
changed...

Article Categories Module

This module displays a list of
categories from one parent
category. Help. ..

Articles Category Module

This module allows you to display
the articles in a specific category.
Help....

Display Modules

Banner Module

The banner module is used to
display the banners that are
managed by the banners
component in the si...

Custom HTML Module

This Module allows you to create
your own HTML Module using a
WYSIWYG editor. Help...

Navigation Modules

Breadcrumbs Module
Breadcrumbs provide a pathway
for users to navigate through the
site. Help...

All about templates Park Site Categories

Beez 20 Park Blog
Beez5 Photo Gallery
Atomic

Milky Way

The category contents are now displayed ordered by category. All the articles contain

a short teaser text.
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Take some time to explore the many options of the Articles Category
module. In the Filtering Options, you can filter by author (that is, display

M only contents written by specific authors), you can exclude certain articles
by entering their article ID's, you can filter by date (to show articles that
have been published within a date range field, or articles written in (for
example) the last 30 days. In the Display Options, you can choose to show
article details (such as the category name or creation date).

Working with the updated article editor

Creating or editing an article in Joomla! 1.6 will seem very familiar to 1.5 users.
Go to Content | Article Manager | New or Edit to display the article editor screen:

Administration ¥ Joomlal
Site | Users Menus  Content Components  Extensions | Help 4 NomeLogged-infrontend ok 1Logged-inbackend s OMessages B8 View Ste (D Logout
c c s
Article Manager: Add New Article v .
w Save  Save & Close Help
New Article
» Publishing Options
Title » Article Options
Alias + Metadata Options
Category Sample Dats-frtcles | 7|
State Publshed | = |
Access Publc =
Permissions Set Pemissions
Language M =l
Featured Ne =]
D 0
Atticle Text
B I U &= | stytes v Paragraph v
EE | | L& F @wm
—z[E x x|
Fath p y
Article. Image == | Pagebreak Read More Toggle editor

¥ Article Permissions

lanage the permission setlings for the user groups below. See notes atthe bottom

v Public

Action Select Hew Setting | Calculated Setting 2
Delete Inherted x| Not Allowed
Edit Inherit=d = | Not Allowed
Edit State Inhesied = | Not Allowed
» |- Manager

» Administrator

» |- Registered

» Author

» Editor

» Publisher

» Shop Suppliers

» Customer Group

» Super Users
1. If you change the setting, it will apply to this article. Note that
Inherited means that the permissions fram global configuration, parent group and category wil be used
Denied means that no matter what the global configuration, parent group or category settings are, the group being edited cannot take this action on this article.
Aliowed means that the group being edited wil be able to take this action for this article (but if his is in confiict with the global configuration, parent group or category it will have no impact; a
conflict will be indicated by Not Allowed (Locked) under Calculated Settings).
2. If you select a new sefting, click Save to refresh the calculated settings.
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On closer inspection, you'll notice some items have been renamed or rearranged:

e Inthe New Article section, you can set the article to be Featured. This is
just another word for what was previously called 'Front Page' or 'Show
on Front Page'.

o In the Article Options, references to sections have gone. The Show Category
option allows you to show the Category Title of the current category. The
Show Parent option allows you to also show the parent category title among
the article details.

e In the Article Options, references to sections have gone. The Show Category
option allows you to show the Category Title of the current category. The
Show Parent option allows you to also show the parent category title among
the article details.

e Inthe New Article section, there's a Permissions button that jumps to the
separate Article Permissions section at the bottom of the screen. As you can
see, the new user permissions options are available on many levels in the
Joomla! 1.6 interface. Here you can set user permissions to delete or edit the
current article. You'll learn more about user permissions in Chapter 5.

Creating a link to an article

It may seem a simple task, but in previous versions it was a bit of a hassle to create a
link to from one article to another in the same website. You had to install a different
editor (such as JCE) or a dedicated extension (such as Linkr) to get the job done
easily. In Joomla! 1.6, this has been fixed. Below the article editor screen, you'll find a
new button called Article:

Path: p

Article Image == Pagebreak Read More Toggle editor

When you use this button to insert an article link, Joomla! will automatically include
the link text. In other words, it inserts the title of the destination page as the new
hyperlink text.
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Inserting an article title as a hyperlink

Let's create a hyperlink to another article in the sample site:

1. Go to Content | Article Manager and open the article in which you want
to add a hyperlink. As an example, you can select the Administrator
Components article.

2. In the article editor screen, place the mouse cursor anywhere in the article
where you want the new link text to appear.

3. Click on the Article button to open a pop up screen containing a list with
all the articles in the site. If you don't see the destination article, scroll
through the list to find it. In the example below, we select the article
titled Australian Parks:

Filter:

=] | -SelectSista- w| - Select Category- =] | -Selectisnguzge- |

Access Category Language Date
Administrator Components Public Compoenents All 2010-07-10
Archive Module Public Content Modules All 2010-07-10

Article Categories Module Public Content Modules All 2010-07-10

Articles Category Module Public Content Modules All 2010-07-10

nUSlFﬂhﬂﬂfﬂfL’S Public Park Site Al 2010-07-10
Authenticdmbn Public Plugins All 2010-07-10
Banner Module Public Display Modules All 2010-07-10
Beginners Public Joomia All 2010-07-10
Blue Mountain Rain Forest Public Scenery All 2010-07-11
Breadcrumbs Module Public Navigation Modules All 2010-07-11
Contact Public Components A 2010-07-10

Content Public Components - 2010-07-10

4. Click on the title of the article. The pop up window closes and the article title
is inserted into the current article as a hyperlink:

B I U = | styles
== | £ | G4 o2&
—<[E = x |2

Banners

The banners component provides a simple way
and, if you wish to have advertising, a way to ©

Australian Parks |
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5. Save the article to commit the changes.

Tweaking the link text

Using the Article button, the text link that you enter automatically

consists of the title of the target page. Now what if you want the actual

link text to be different from the article title? Just select the link text (in
Ky the example we've just covered, select the Austrialian Parks text) and
Q edit the highlighted text. Any text you enter will still remain a hyperlink:

and, if you wish to have 4
viewed and clicked.

Any other link texdt]

Using the updated Media Manager

In 1.6, the Media Manager has been moved from its former location on the Site menu
to the Content menu — which is logical, as uploading and managing is something
very closely related to managing article content.

Let's find out how you can enhance the functionality of the Media Manager by
changing just one setting and enabling the multiple upload feature. This enables
you to upload multiple image files in one go, instead of having to upload one file,
selecting another one, and so on. In Joomla! 1.5, this Flash-powered feature didn't
function reliably —now it's fixed.

Enabling the Flash image uploader

1. To change Media Manager settings, click on the Options button in the Media
Manager toolbar:

'm¥ Media Manager
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2. Clicking on the Options button brings up the Media Manager Options
pop up screen. Here you can enhance the Media Manager functionality by
enabling the feature to upload multiple image files in one go. By default,
this is turned off. Change the default setting in the Enable Flash uploader
field to Yes:

% Media Manager Options Save Cancel

Component Permissions

Legal Extensions (File Types) bmp.esv.dec.gifico jpg jpeg.cdg.odp.ods odt g
Maximum Size 10485760

Path to file folder images

Path to image folder mages
Restrict Uploads  No & vesg

Check MIME Types © No ® Yes

Legal Image Extensions (File Types) Emp.gi.pa.png

lgnored Extensions

Legal MIME Types image/jpeg.n

Enable flash uploader

3. The Upload files section in the Media Manager screen will change to show a
few enhanced options:

Upload files (Maximum Size: 10 MB)

Browse files Clear List Start Upload

Cverall Progress 0 B

[ ] 0%
Upload Files
[ ] 0%

4. To see how this works, click on Browse files to select multiple files from your
computer's hard drive. The selected files will appear in a file list below the
Upload Files progress bar:
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Upload files (Maximum Size: 10 MB)

Browse files Clear List Start Upload

Overall Progress 97.0 KB

( ] 0%

Upload Files

( ] 0%
% camera-benq-e800-digital-camera.jpg Remove 48.6 kB
% camera-sony-cyber-shot-dsc-s980-entry-level-camera.jpg Remove 47.9kB
‘% powered_by.png Remove 2.5k8

5. In the Files screen, select the target folder where you want to store the new
image files. (You can also make a new folder by clicking on Create Folder.)

6. Once you've selected the files to be uploaded and the target folder, start
uploading the files by clicking on Start Upload. The Flash Uploader displays
the upload progress:

Overall Progress 97.0 kB
v - | 1105
Current File: powered_by.png

e, 00%
Upload Completed.

Once uploaded, your image files are ready to be inserted through the article editor
Insert Image button.

Archiving articles

As your site grows, you may want to clean up the site contents. You probably don't
want to display outdated articles —such as last year's news —among your current
content. In Joomla!, there are a few ways to achieve this. You can unpublish old
articles. That way, the articles are still available in the backend, but the site visitor
cannot see them anymore. Another option is to create an archive. Archived articles
are still available, but they're no longer part of the "normal" site contents. You can
make them visible through a menu link of the Archived Articles menu item type.
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Archiving is something you do by hand; there's no way to automatically archive
articles that are older than a given period of time. To archive an article (or multiple
articles at once), select the desired articles in the Article Manager and click on the
Archive toolbar button.

This process hasn't changed since Joomla! 1.5. However, you can now also change
the article State to Archived when you've opened it in the article editor screen:

Article Manager: Edit Article

-

Edit Article
Title * any arficle
Alias
Category *
State
ACCess

Language

Featured

To see which articles have been archived, go to the Article Manager and select
Archived in the State select box:

Article Manager: Articles M 0

Articles Categories Featured Articles

Filter: Search  Clear
- Select State -
Publshed
Unpublished
Title = Published Featured
any aricle i
. . any-article)
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In 1.5, you couldn't edit Archived Articles; you needed to first change their state to
Published or Unpublished, edit the article, and then re-archive it. In 1.6, you can
directly edit an archived article. This is quite useful. After all, although articles are
archived, you might still want to correct a typo or delete some outdated information.
To edit an archived article, just click on the article Title in the Article Manager to
open the Article Manager: Edit Article screen.

To de-archive an article, select the article and change the State from Archived to
Published (or Unpublished, if you don't want to display the article). Click on Save
to commit the state change.

Summary

In this chapter, we've focused on what it's all about in Joomla!: managing
actual content. You've seen how Joomla! 1.6 enables you to categorize content
and to display category contents, and you've learned what's new in creating
and editing content:

e The biggest change in working with content is the new way in which articles
can be organized in an unlimited number of categories and subcategories.

e The New Category or Edit Category screen offers you some new settings,
such as adding a note or adding metadata for category pages.

e There are some flexible new methods available to display category
contents on the frontend of your site: through the Display All Categories
menu item type, and through two new modules displaying links to
categories and articles.

e The updated article editor screen now allows you to easily create a link from
one article to another in the same website.

e The Media Manager, Joomla!'s built-in utility to upload and manage image
files, is now located at Content | Media Manager. You can enhance the
functionality of the Media Manager by enabling the multiple upload feature,
the so-called Flash Uploader.

e A useful improvement in the way Joomla! handles archived articles, is that
you can now directly edit an archived article.

In this chapter, you've had an overview of the changes in the way you organize,
manage, and create content in Joomla! 1.6. In Chapter 4, we'll look into another major
aspect of content management: making it all accessible through menu navigation.
We'll find out what's new in managing menus and menu items.
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When Joomla! 1.6 was announced, most attention went to major changes and
additions, such as the new content categorization system that we covered in the
previous chapter. However, there are many more little changes that result in

almost equally important improvements in your user experience as a Joomla! site
administrator. Good examples of this are the changes in the Joomla! Menu Manager.
You'll be surprised to experience how a set of relatively small changes enhances the
way you manage menus and menu items.

These are the topics that we'll cover in this chapter:

e Using the new Menu Manager screen
e Managing the contents of menus in the Menu Items screen

e Using new Menu Item Types
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Goodbye to a spartan Menu Manager

The Menu Manager in Joomla! 1.5 did the job, but there was certainly some room for
improvement. Joomla! 1.6 offers a fully overhauled Menu Manager. Just to see why
this is a good thing and what's been added, let's have a very brief look at what the
old menu manager looked like. Here's the old Menu Manager screen:

|- Menu Manager

# Title Type Menu ltem(s)
(& Main Menu menu 3_|
2 0 User Menu ‘i—%‘
7 hiddenmenu =
4 " morensws morensws :'T'I
¢ loginmenu loginmenu ‘j.l
(2 ledenmenu ledenmenu ‘j.l

It was a really basic setup —but it didn't function as anyone new to Joomla! would
expect. If you'd click any of the menu names in the Menu Manager in order to edit
the menu links, you'd end up in the wrong screen:

[:. Menu: [Edit]

Unique Name: mainmanu 0
Title: Main Manu 0
Description: The main menu for the site 0

No Joomla!, we didn't want to change the Unique Name or any other internal
references to the menu! There must be many, many Joomla! users who had to learn
the hard way that in order to edit the menu contents, they actually had to click an
inconspicuous little icon in the Menu Item(s) column. In the new release, those days
of Menu Manager usability disasters are finally over!
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The all-new tabbed Menu Manager screen

In Joomla! 1.6, the Menu Manager has been improved in many ways. Just as in many
other parts of the Joomla! backend, there are new buttons and shortcuts, helping you
to perform routine tasks both easier and faster. Let's have a look right now.

Exploring the new Menu Manager

1. Go to Menus | Menu Manager to open the Menu Manager. Choose the
Menus tab to open its screen, as shown below:

Administration ¥ Joomial .

Site Users Menus  Content  Components Exiensions Help 4& None Logaed-in frontend &L 1 Logged-in backend =’ 0 Messages [ View Site ) Log out
_ : : A L2
®,  Menu Manager: Menus 0 ® | C -
New Edit Delete  Rebuild Options Help

Menus Menu liems
Humber of Menu ltems

Il Title Modules Linked fo the Menu  1D&

#Published  #Unpublished # Trashed
= User Menu 3 0 a « User Menu (Registersd in
= | usermenu = & * pasition-7)
(] Top 3 0 a « Top (Public in position-1)
==l top.
« Extensions (Fublicin

= About Joomla

] & i 0

aboutjoomia

2. You'll notice that the Menu Manager screen has been completely redesigned.
Near the top of the screen is the tab bar that is common to the new backend
interface. The Menu Manager screen contains a Menus tab and a Menu
Items tab. The default page, Menus, shows an overview of all menus on
the site.

3. Just below the Title of each menu, you'll notice a slightly smaller hyperlink
between brackets, that is Menu type usermenu:

Title

User Menu
| USErmenu|
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4. Click on this link to access secondary Menu Details: Joomla!'s internal
references to the menu, such as the Menu Type and Description. This was
the screen you'd end up at in Joomla! 1.5 when clicking on the menu name:

Menu Details

Title ® User Menu
Menu type * usemenu
Cescription A Menu for logged in Users

5. You probably don't want to change anything here, so click on the Close
button to return to the Menu Manager: Menus screen. Click on the menu
Title to edit the contents of any menu. Click on the About Joomla! menu
title to switch to the Menu Items screen for this particular menu and show
a hierarchical view of its menu contents:

Administration ¥ Joomlal’

S0

Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help <& None Logged-in frontend &1 Logged-in backend =" 0 Messages [ View Site o Log out

4:. Menu Manager: Menu ltems U Q Q O N ﬂ? w C ::

News Edit Publish  Unpublish Checkln  Trash Home Rebuild Help

—_—
Menu NMenu ltems
—eee)
Filter: Search  Clear Aboutdoomiz [ %] |- Select Max Levels - [ % | |- Select State - [¥] - Select Access - [=] |- Select Language - [*]
(] Title Published  Ordering: ¥ Access Menu ltem Type Home Language 1D
Getting Started
0 g ] 1 Public Aticles » Single Article Al 437
( getting-started
1
0 TR JQW!‘G' . ] -] 2 Public Articles » Single Article Al 280
. using-joomia)
Using Extensions
0 9 ] 1 Public Aticles » List All Categories Al 277
( extensions
Components . - +F
0 (] 1 Public Articles » Catsgory Blog Al 268
components)
Content Companent
0 P (/] 9 1 Public Articles » Single Article Al 266

content-compenent)

Sinole Arficl

R There's another way to jump to the Menu Items screen, but it requires
N an extra click. In the Menu Manager: Menus screen, click on the
Q checkbox next to the menu name and choose the Menu Items tab to
view the menu contents.

So much for our short guided tour through the menu screens. Now let's find out how
the changes here will impact you when managing and editing actual menus!
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New ways to manage and edit menus

Both the Menus screen and the Menu Items screen have a better layout structure to
make the existing features clearer and easier to access. We'll first take a closer look at
two improvements in the Menus screen.

A new shortcut to jump straight to selected menu
items

The new Number of Menu Items column can be very useful, especially when you're
working on a large site with many menu items:

Number of Menu tems

# Published # Unpublished # Trashed

L%}
=
=]

(2]
=
=

The three columns here contain the numbers of menu items that are either
Published, Unpublished, or Trashed. Rather than just presenting this as static
information, all the numbers function as hyperlinks that instantly take you to the
selected set in the Menu Items screen. This way, you can easily edit menu items that
have been published, unpublished, or thrashed.

These three numbers serve as handy shortcuts to Menu Items that you can also get
to by clicking on the Menu Items tab and filtering the output there for published,
unpublished, or trashed items.

A new shortcut to jump to menu module settings

One of the hardest things to grasp for people starting out using Joomla! is the fact
that you have to go to two backend locations to manage menus:

¢ In the Menu Manager, you create and edit menus and the menu contents
(the menu links).

¢ In the Module Manager, you control the way the menu is displayed on the
site by changing the menu module settings. These are the settings that tell
Joomla! how this module is displayed: on what pages, in what position, with
or without its title shown, accessible to what user groups, and so on.
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In Joomla! 1.6, this principle still holds —but the Menu Manager now provides a new
shortcut to Menu Module settings that immediately takes you to the appropriate
menu module settings (without you having to first go to another location in the
backend and scrolling through a lot of similarly named modules to get to your menu
module). In other words, you now control both menu contents and menu module
settings without leaving the Menu Manager.

In the Menu Manager: Menus screen, this column is the one that will really save a
good deal of time:

Modules Linked to the Menu

s Llser Menu (Registered in pesition-7)

» TOp (Publicin peosition-1)

» Extensions (Publicin position-7}

Let's examine the Modules Linked to the Menu column a little more closely. As you
can see in the above screenshot, it contains shortcuts to menu modules assigned to
the menu, such as User Menu, Top, and Extensions. Moreover, the Modules Linked
to the Menu column provides a useful overview of relevant module details: without
having to click through to explore the module details screen, you're presented with
the module title, its access level and its module position (for example User Menu
(Registered in position-7).

In other words, Joomla! 1.6 provides you with much more information in the Menu
Manager screen, saving you the trouble of navigating to the Module Manager to find
out which menu modules are linked to this particular menu, what the module access
level is, or what position on the web page the module has been assigned to.

Changing the menu module settings in the Menu Manager

To find out more about the linked menu modules or to change their settings, just
click on the appropriate Modules Linked to the Menu shortcut. To find out how this
works, we'll change menu settings for the User Menu contained in the Joomla! 1.6
sample data:

1. Goto Menus | Menu Manager. Locate the Main Menu. In the Modules
Linked to the Menu column, you'll notice that there are four instances of this
menu module on this site. It's not only used as the This Site menu, but it's
also used on other specific pages and positions:
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= Main Menu (Futlicin
position-7)

= 3ite Map (Putlicin

Iain Menu sitemapload)
mainmenu « This Site (Publicin

pasition-7)

* Menu (Publicin
men

2. To customize the This Site menu, click on the hyperlink This Site
(Public in position-7) in the Modules Linked to the Menu column.

3. You're presented with a pop up window in which you can edit module

settings. As this is the main menu, let's change the module settings to make

the site menu display on a more logical place above the About Joomla!

menu and to hide the This Site menu title (as it's obvious that this is a menu

about the site). To do this, set the Show Title select box to Hide. To make

the module appear at the top of the left-hand column, in the Ordering drop-

down list, select 1. Main Menu. Click on Save & Close.

You'll notice that the contents of this pop up window are very similar
. to those you would see if you'd go to Extensions | Module Manager,
% locate the User Menu module there, and edit it. In other words, this
L pop up screen allows you to change settings or enter values without
the hassle of leaving the Menu Manager and separately changing the
appropriate menu module in the Module Manager.

4. Click on View Site to see the output in the frontend. The main menu is now
displayed on all pages as the first menu in the left-hand column, right below

the header:

'ou are here: Home

Home

Site Map

Login

Sample Sites
Site Administrator

Example Pages

AboutJoomla!

Getting Started

Using Joomla!

The lonmlal Proisct

[85]



Managing Menus and Menu Modules

What's the Options button about?
In the Menu Manager: Menus screen, there's a new button called

Options:
¥ L xS
ik - I
Q v ©@®© B C| & J3e
New Edit Delete  Rebuild Options Help

Clicking on it will open a pop up screen allowing you set all default
User Permissions for all menus. Permissions are covered in Chapter 5.

New ways to manage and edit menu items

In the previous section, you've seen that Joomla! 1.6 makes it easier to change

the settings of menus. But there are also many improvements in the way you work
with the menu contents, the actual menu items, found in the Menu Manager: Menu
Items screen:

Administration _, ' Joomlal
Site  Users  Menus  Content Components  Extensions  Help 4& 0 Logged-in frontend . 1 Logged-in backend =" 0 Messages 88 View Ste ) Log out
= @00 vExcs
2. Menu Manager: Menu ltems v g = 24

New  Edt Publsh Unpublish | Checkin Trash Home | Rebuld | Help
Menus Menu ltems
Filter. Search  Clear About Joomla [+ |-Select Max Levels- [5] |- Select State - [] |- Select Access - - Seled Language - [
| Title Published  Ordering:  tA Access Menu ltem Type Home Language 1D
= Getting Started - a

Let's have a look at what's new here.

Filtering the list of menu items

When you've got lots of menu items, it's great to be able to filter the menu items list
in order to see only the links that are currently relevant. To change the overview of
menu items to another selection, the Menu Items screen now provides you with five
different ways to filter the current list. We'll have a quick look at all of them:
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About Joomla El - Select Max Levels - El - Select State - El - Belect Acoess - El - Select Language - El
Whout Joomla
Australian Parks
Fruit Shop k §
Plintain Menu = t
Top
e5s|5r Menu p

Menu selection filter (About Joomla!)

This nameless filter contains all menu names in alphabetical order. In the example
site, the default view of this page will show the About Joomla! menu. Instead of
having to go back to the Menus screen to select another menu, you can use this
drop-down list to change the view to the contents of any other menu on the site.

Select Max Levels filter

The Select Max Levels filter is really useful when the menu contains many links.
For example, the About Joomla! menu in the sample site contains about 90 menu
links on several levels: the top level, the submenu level, and even third and fourth
level links. To get a quick overview of the two top menu levels set the Max Levels
value to 2:

- Select Max Levels - El
- Select Max Levels -

aup
W w;\|_.
o

Select State, Access, or Language filter

The Select State filter allows you to show items that are either Published,
Unpublished, or in the Trash:

- Select State - El

- Select State -
Published

published
B [Trash * en

Al

Finally, the Access and Language filters allow you to select items according to their
access level or language setting.
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Changes in the way you assign a menu item to the
homepage
In any site, only one menu item can be set as the one pointing to the default page

(home page) of the site. Just as in Joomla! 1.5, you can select any menu item and click
on the Home button (previously called Default) to set this as the home page:

m— : u 46
2, Menu Manager: Menu Items O 0 O N I P v
New Edit Publish  Unpublish Checkin  Tras Home ebuild Help
Menus Menu ltems
Filter: Search  Clear Main Menu [ |-Select Mex Levels- [« |- Select State-[ =] - Select Access- [=]  -selectLanguage-[+|
Title Published  Orderings F Access Menu item Type Home UBnguage ID
Homs (/] ] 1 Public Articles » Featured Articles * Al
: homepage
S i
Site Map © o0 2 Public Articies » Single Artice Al
. site-map

Beginning with Joomla! 1.6, you can change the status of any menu item to Home by
just clicking on the grey star in the Home column. It's easy to make a mistake here: in
just one click you can immediately replace the current home page of the site with the
page you've selected. If this is not what you want, you can undo this by going to the
Main Menu and assigning Home status to the Home menu link again.

New buttons to copy and move menu items

In Joomla! 1.5, you could move or copy menu items from one menu to another
by selecting them and clicking on the Move or Copy button in the Menu
Manager toolbar:

% &
¥ N

Move Copy

These buttons have disappeared in 1.6, but you can still move one or more menu
items to another menu. At the bottom of the Menu Manager: Menu Items screen,
you'll notice a new section called Batch process the selected menu items:
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Batch process the selected menu items

Set Access Level []

Maove

[l Copy @ Move

- Growers

- Contact Us

- Legin

- Directions

- Add a recipe

- Recipes
Main Menu

Add to this menu

- Home k Joomla! iz free =oftware rele
- Site Map
- - Articles

Here you can copy or move all selected menu items to another menu location.
Select Add to this menu to simply add the new menu links to the menu top level.
Select any of the existing menu items to add the new menu links as children
(submenu items) of the selected menu item.

\ You can also use this Batch process section to set the Access Level of
~ selected menu items. Select the desired value in the Set Access Level
Q drop-down list and click on the Process button. Access Levels and
permissions are covered in Chapter 5.

Trashing menu items

In Chapter 2, you saw that deleting items in Joomla! has changed a little. Previously,
to delete menu items, you'd first send them to the trash; after this, you could delete
them altogether using the Menu Trash screen. You won't find this screen in Joomla!
1.6 anymore, as Trash is now a state. Items are either Published, Unpublished, or
part of the trash. This means that you can delete menu items directly in the Menu
Manager: Menu Items screen.

Let's find out how you trash and delete menu items the Joomla! 1.6 way:

1. Inthe Menu Manager | Menu Items screen, select the items to be trashed
and click on the Trash button.

2. To see the menu trash contents, select Trash in the Select State filter list.
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3. Now all thrashed menu items are shown and a new button appears: Empty
Trash, as shown in the screenshot below. Click on this button to delete
selected items:

—_— " 45
%, | Menu Manager: Menu ltems T 0 O O v ‘3 w ©C 3
New  Edt Publish Unpublish | Checkin Emptytrash Home | Rebuld | Help
Nenus Nenu items
Filter: Search  Clear [-Select Mex Levets - | » | [Trash =] [-Seledt Acoess - =] [-Select Langusge - = |
Published  Orderingz Access Menu ltem Type Home Language 1D
S i Arti
[ Submitan Aticle w o 1 Public Articles » Create Article Al
 submit-an-article| =
Submit 2 Web Li
- ._unmna.ebunk. ] (] 2 Public Weblinks » Submit a Web Link Al 450
: submit-a-web-link) —
Display #20 | =]

The Empty Trash button has the same function as the former Delete button in
Joomla! 1.5.

Creating or editing individual Menu Items

Up to now, we've had a look at the Menu Manager screens and functionality. It's
high time to take our exploration one step further and examine how you can edit
individual menu items in Joomla! 1.6 . To create or open a menu item, go to Menu
Manager | Menu Items and either click on New or click on the name (in the Title
column) of an existing menu item. If you choose the second option, this will open a
screen similar to the one shown below:

Administration
Site | Users  Menus | Content  Components | Extensions | Help 4 O Loggeddn fromtend . 1Logged-n backend = O Messages @8 View Ste @ Log out
—_— ) . . B an
2.  Menu Manager: Edit Menu ltem ~ [ | = e 3
S Save  Save & Close Save & New SaveasCopy Close Help
Details - —
~ Required Settings
Menu Item Type = Single Article Select
Select Article © Site Map
Menu Title Site Map P
Alias site-map
Mote » Article Options
Link index php7option=com_content&view=articiesi » Link Type Options
Stats Fublished  [~] » Page Display Options
AccesS Fublic [=] » Metadata Options
Menu Location * Main Menu =] » Module Assignment for this Menu Item
Parent ltem Menu_ttem_Root | =]
Target Window Parer =]
Default Page @ No ) Yes
Language Al =1
Template Style - Use Defoutt - =l
=] 294
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What's new? Most importantly, in the Details section you can choose from an
updated set of Menu Item Types, and the formerly named Parameters on the
right-hand side of the screen have changed to new sets of Settings and Options.

New toolbar buttons

\l In the Edit Menu Item (or New Menu Item) screen you'll recognize

the new toolbar buttons that you've used in previous chapters. You can
click on Save as Copy to save the current menu item as a copy, or you
can click on Save & New to save the menu item and start creating a new
menu item without going back to the Menu Items list.

Choosing from new Menu Item Types

When you add or edit a menu link, you're now presented with a reorganized and
renamed list of menu link types. In the Edit Menu Item screen, go to the Menu Item
Type field and click on the Select button to view the available types:

Select a Menu Item Type:

Contacts

Articles

Lizt All Contact Categories
List Contacts in a Category
Single Contact

Featured Contacts

Newsfeeds

Archived Articles
wrticle

List All Categories

Category Blog

Category List

Featured Articles

Create Article

Search

Lizt All News Feed Categories
List News Feeds in a Category
Single News Feed

Weblinks

List Search Results

Users Manager

Login Form

User Profile

Edit User Profile

Registration Form

Usernams Reminder Request
Pazzword Reset

Wrapper

Lizt All Web Link Categories
Lizt Web Links in a Category
Submit a Web Link

Iframe Wrapper

System Links

External URL
Menu tem Alias
Text Separator
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Most of these link types are the same as the ones in Joomla! 1.5; only the names have
changed. As an example, let's examine the type of menu links you're likely to use
most often: those in the Articles section. The table below shows what's changed here:

Articles menu links in 1.5: Changed to this in 1.6:
Archive - Archived Article List Archived Articles

Article - Article Layout Single Article

Article - Article Submission Layout Create Article

Category - Category Blog Layout Category Blog

Category - Category List Layout Category List

Front Page - Front Page Blog Layout Featured Articles

Section - Section Blog Layout (Replaced by Category Blog)
Section - Section Layout (Replaced by Category List)

(All new:) List All Categories

New Menu Link Item type # 1: List All Categories

The only new option in the Articles section is List All Categories. We've discussed
this link type earlier in this book in the chapter on working with categories. Have
a look at Chapter 3 to find out how you can deploy this menu item type to create a
listing of article categories.

New Menu Link Item type # 2: List All Contact
Categories

Among the other link item types listed, there's one new addition in the Contacts
section: List All Contact Categories. Let's find out how this can be put to use.

Exploring the use of Contact Categories in the sample site
In the Joomla! sample website, the new List All Contact Categories menu link is
used in the Fruit Shop site. To take a look, navigate to Sample Sites | Fruit Shop
and click on Fruit Encyclopedia:
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'VEnJo‘y ﬁ;;ﬁi ) 15‘,
o =)

You are her £ » Fruit Encyclopedia

User Menu
Your Profile Our directory of information abaut different kinds of fruit
Submit an Article We love fruit and want the world to know more about all of its many varieties

Submit a Web Link Although it is small now, we work on it whenever we have a chance.

All of the images can be found in Wikimediz Commons.

About Fruit Shop

Fruit Shop

Fruit Encyclopedia

Contact Us

Login

Directions

i This encyclopedia is implemented using the contact component, each fruit a separate contact and a category for
N i each letter. A CSS style is used to create the horizontal layout of the alphabet headings.

If you wanted to, you could allow some users {such as your growers) to have access to just this category in the

contact component and let them help you to create new content for the encyclopedia.

>
e}
i~

This page is the output of the new List All Contact Categories menu item type. The
available "contact" categories shown are A, B and T.

The Fruit Encyclopedia could have been built using articles, but the developers
have chosen to use the Contacts component, as this can be easily used as a database
containing any type of information. Obviously, apples and bananas aren't contacts
(or are they?), but the sample site does show a creative way to make use of the
contact system. To understand how you can use the List All Contact Categories
menu item type yourself, let's explore how this is set up in the backend of the
sample site:
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1. Go to Components | Contacts.

Click on the Categories tab to get an overview of all the Contact Categories. As
you can see, this screen resembles the article category screen; contact categories
can be infinitely nested too. Child categories are displayed indented:

| & Category Manager: Contacts 0 O O v
New Edit Publish  Unpublish Archive  Check In|
Contacts Categories
Filter: Search  Clear - Select Mas Levels - [ ] | - Select State - [ %] | - Select Acced
O Title Published Ome'i"gi
0 Sample Data-Contact |
: sample-data-contact)
Park Site
1"}
D : park-site) o 1
Shop Site
[+]
D : shop-site) o 9
D Staff © o F
Fruit Encyclopedia
(2]
D : fruit-encyclopedia) o 4
A
D (/] Qo 1

2. You can see that the Fruit Encyclopedia category is the parent contact
category of the categories A - Z. Click on the Contacts tab to switch from the
categories overview to the individual contacts assigned to these categories:

Contacts Categories
Filter: Search  Clear
| Title = Linked User
D Apples
{ : apples)
D Bananas
: bananas)

- Salact Stste - [ ¥ | | - SelectCategory- | ¥ | - Sd
Published Featured Category
(/] B

3. You'll notice that the Fruit encyclopedia is far from complete (Category A, for
example, contains just one "contact", Apples). Click on the Apples link to see
what data have been entered for this "contact" (or encyclopedia entry). You'll
notice, for example, that the apple image is in fact the contact image found in

the Contact Details panel.
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4. Now let's find out how all this information has been made visible in the
frontend. Close the Contact Manager and go Menus | Fruit Shop. In the
Menu Items screen, a link Fruit Encyclopedia is shown:

r Fruit Encyclo

5. Click on the link to view its settings. You'll notice that the Menu Item Type
is List All Contact Categories and the Top Level Category is set to Fruit
Encyclopedia.

That's it — this is how the Fruit Encyclopedia is set up. You can use the same principle
to enter information on contacts, types of fruit, or punk bands, for that matter. In the
next section, we'll see how you can do that.

Creating a database overview using the List All Contact
Categories Menu Item Type

Want to create your own little database of anything? Let's find out how you can use
the contacts component and the List All Contact Categories Menu Item Type the
same way it's done in the sample data. This will give you a good idea of how you can
use this powerful and highly customizable new menu item for much more than just
"contacts":

1. Go to Components | Contacts | Categories and click on New to create
a new category. The Add a New Contact Category screen opens. Enter
the appropriate details of the main category. In this example, enter Punk
Band Encyclopedia as the title and add a short description, as shown in the
screenshot below:

o Category Manager: Add A New Contact Category
Details
Title Punk Band Encyclopedia
Alias
Parent - No parent - [=]
State Published [ ]
Access Public =]
Permissions Set Pemissions
Language A [=]
D 0
Description
B 7 U | styles - Paragraph
= i= = & & F @
= 4 x, x* [ §2
Everything you'd want to know about British and American punk bands.|
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2. Click on Save & New to store the main category and then enter the details
of the first subcategory we want to set up: enter British Punk Bands as
the Title, select Punk Band Encyclopedia as its parent, and add a short
Description.

3. Click on Save & New to enter a second subcategory called American Punk
Bands, select Punk Band Encyclopedia as its parent, and add a short
Description. You're done creating categories, so click on Save & Close.

4. Now create some actual encyclopedia entries: "contacts"! Go to the Contact
Manager: Contacts screen and click on New to enter a new contact. Enter a
name (for example The Clash), assign the contact to the British Punk Bands
category, enter the encyclopedia entry text in the Other information box, and
in the Contact Details, assign an image (in this example any image will do):

ﬁ Contact Manager: Contact (| & b Q
Save Save&Closs Save&New SaveasCopy Closs
Edit Contact — =
¥ Publishing Options
Mame The Clash
= v Contact Details
Alias Edit contact information displayed on an individual page
Linked User admin Select User
Image hitp:/i1.bp.blogspot{ | Select | Clear
Category - British punk bands [=]
Position
State Fublished
Email
Access Pubic =]
Address
Language Al =]
Featured No [ ]
Ordi Clash)
rdering 3(heClash)  [] City or Suburb

D

w©

State or Province

Other Information Paostal / ZIP Code

= | styles + Paragraph -+

LB F @

Country

Telephone

c | 2

Mobile
vere an English punk rock band that formed in 1976 as part of the original wave of British
punk. Along with punk, their music incorporated elements of reggae, ska, dub, funk, rap, dance, and
rockabilly. For most of their recording career, The Clash consisted of Joe Strummer (lead vocals, Website hitp:lien. wikipedia.crg/wikiTH
rhythm guitar), Mick

Fax

i

5. Use Save & New to create a set of contacts —adding other bands, their
names, information, and pictures. Assign each of the contacts to one of the
punk bands categories. Once done, click on Save & Close.You've now got a
set of contacts assigned to the appropriate categories. To get these categories
to display on the frontend, there's just one thing left to do: create a menu
link of the List All Contact Categories type. Go to Menus | Main Menu and
click on New to add a new menu item. In the Details section, select the List
All Contact Categories menu item type. Enter a Menu Title (for example
Punk Band Encyclopedia) and select Punk Band Encyclopedia in the Select
a Top Level Category drop-down list:
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S . .

B, Menu Manager: New Menu Item v (m| B2
o Save  Save &Close  Save & New
Details

+ Required Settings
Menu ltem Type Selact
Selecta Top Level Funk Band Encydopedia [ ¥ |
Menu Title Punk Band Encyclopedia Category *

Alias

6. Now tweak the options that determine what category information is shown
when visitors click on the Punk Band Encyclopedia menu link. In the
Categories Options panel, set Top Level Category Description to Show, set
Empty Categories to Show and set Subcategories Descriptions to Show. In
the Category Options, set Category Title to Show.

7. Click on Save & Close and then click on View site to see the results.
A new menu link is displayed, pointing to a list of contact categories
in a way similar to the sample site Fruit Encyclopedia link:

“ou are here: Home » Punk Band Encyclopedia

About Joomla! Ewverything you'd want to know about British and American punk bands.
Getting Started British Punk Bands
Using Joomlal The history of famous British Punk Bands

The Joomla! Project
American Punk Bands
The Joomla! Community
The history of American Punk Bands

This Site
Home
Site Map
Login
Sample Sites

Site Administra

Punk Band Encyclopedia
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8.  When visitors click on the British Punk Bands link (you'll probably want to
try this out now), they are shown contact details in a so-called List Layout,
a table of contacts in a category. If you want to customize what's shown on
this list page, edit the menu link you've just created and adjust the settings
in the List Layouts panel. Here you can hide any details (such as Position or
Phone) you don't want to display in the list. In the example below, only the
contact names have been set to show:

British Punk Bands
The history of famous British Punk Bands

Display # 20 «

The Clash

The Damned

9. Clicking on the name of any band ("contact") takes the visitor to the details
page. To customize what's shown on this page, adjust the Contact Display
Options panel of the menu link you've just created. For example, by setting
the Display format to Plain, all the contact information will be shown on
one page, as shown in the screenshot below. On this page the contact details
(Name, Image, Position, Other information) are displayed:

“You are here: Home » Punk Band Encyclopedia » British Punk Bands » The Clash

AboutJoomla! The Clash i Contact Name
Getting Started Contact
Using Joomla!

The Joomlal Project : v -=—|Contact Image

The Joomlal Community

This Site

Home

Site Map

Login

Sample Sites

Site Administrator - s - - .
One of the greatest British bands in the eighties Position

Example Pages

Punk Band Encyclopedia Other information
@ —%—| Other
The Clash were an English punk rock band that formed in 1976 as part of the original Informatlon nk
their music incorporated elements of reggae, ska, dub, funk, rap, dance, and rockabil

The Clash consisted of Joe Strummer (lead vocals, rhythm guitar), Mick
Hits

Jones (lead guitar, vocals), Paul Simonon (bass guitar. backing vocals, occasional lead vocals) and Nicky "Topper” Headon
(drums, percussion). Headon left the group in 1982, and internal friction led to Jones's departure the following year. The
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10. You might want to try and change a few other Contact Display Options, as
there are several ways available to present the contact information. To spark
your imagination, here's how the page looks when the Display Format in
Contact Display Options is set to Tabs:

You are here: Home » Punk Band Encvclopedia » Brilish Punk Bands » The Clash

Information

About Joomla! The Clash ! .
” displayed using
Getting Started Tabs

Using Joomla!

Tha Joomial Praject Photograph ~ Other information

The Joomla! Community

This Site
Home
Site Map
Login
Sample Sites
Site Administrator
Example Pages

Punk Band Encyclopedia

One of the greatest British bands in the eighties

Now wait a minute! How did the heading change from Contact to
Photograph in the above screenshot? You're right, I've cheated. There's
no way to change these headings using the Contacts component.
However, in Joomla! 1.6, you can override default language strings. In
this case, the trick is to save a text file with the name en-GB.override.
ini on the web server in the language\en-GB\overrides folder. (If
you use another language, for example en-Us, the path and file name
change accordingly.) This en-GB.override. ini file contains just one

M line: COM_CONTACT DETAILS="Photograph". Adding this override
file causes Joomla! to replace the default text for this particular heading
by the text entered in the appropriate line(s).

If you want to change other strings, first find the original line in the
original language file in the 1anguage\en-GB folder on the web

server. The text file containing the language strings for the contact
component is called en-GB. com_contact. ini. View the contents of
the file in a text editor to find the lines you want to change and change
your override file accordingly. To learn more about this feature, see
http://docs.joomla.org/International Enhancements for
Version 1.6#Language String Overrides.
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Setting the template for an individual menu
item

In the Edit/New Menu Item screen, you'll notice a new Template Style field. This
allows you to assign a template to a specific menu item. Previously, you could assign

a template to menu items only from the Template Manager. To find out more about
assigning template styles, have a look at Chapter 6 on templates.

An overview of Menu Item Options

Joomla! 1.5 menu item details featured some cryptically named Parameters. In
Joomla! 1.6, these have been renamed Options and have been rearranged:

Joomla! 1.5 Menu Item Parameters Joomla! 1.6 Menu Item Options

Parameters (Basic) » Layout Options
¥ Article Options
Parameters {Advanced} ¥ Integration Options
Parameters (Component) » Link Type Options

» Page Display Options
Parameters (System) LR

» Metadata Options

» Module Assignment for this Menu ltem

The exact options depend on the menu type you've selected. In the section on the List
All Contacts Categories, you've seen that specific menu item types can have dozens
of settings, enabling you to highly customize the menu link output. However, for
many menu item types, the current sets of options will seem familiar for Joomla! 1.5
users. Let's find out how the Options panels are set up in general. As an example,
let's have a closer look at the options of the Home menu link.

Layout Options

The first panel, Layout Options, contains options you'd previously find in the
Parameters (Basic) and Parameters (Advanced). These options all have to do
with the way information is presented and arranged on the output page:
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v Layout Options
# Leading Articles
#Intro Articles
# Columns
#Links
Multi Column Qrder
Category Order
Aricle Order
Diate for Ordering
Pagination

Pagination Results

0
Awoss =]

Use Global

Festured Arbicles Crder
Use Global = |

Auto ;I

Uze Global ;I

=
[

Article Options

These are the options that apply to all the articles that are displayed through this

menu link. You can determine what details (Title, Author, and so on) you want to
display with the articles. The Article Options are similar to the options previously
found in the Parameters (Component):

v Article Options
Show Title
Linked Titles
Show Intro Text
Show Category
Link Category
Show Parent
Link Parent
Show Author
Link Author
Show Create Date
Show Modify Date
Show Publish Date
Show Mavigation
Show Voting
Show “Read Mare”
Show lcons
Show Print lcon
Show Email lcon

Show Hits

Show =
Use Global -~
Use Globa! = |

Hide -
No =~
Hide =
No =~
Hide =
Hide =~
Hide =
Hide -~
Hide =~
Hide =3

Use Globa! _+ |

Show =
Hide =~
Hide =
Hide =~
Hide =

Show Unauthorised Links | Use Giobal |+ |

[101]



Managing Menus and Menu Modules

Integration Options

The Integration Options panel is new to Joomla! 1.6, but its contents are familiar.
It contains two RSS Feed options, that previously, for some strange reason, were
covered separately in the Parameters (Advanced) and Parameters (Component).
The Show Feed Link option allows you to show or hide an RSS Feed Link. This
will display a feed icon in the address bar of the web browser. The For each feed
item show option allows you to control what to show in the news feed — the intro
text of each article, or the full article:

+ Integration Options
Show Feed Link Show x|

For each feed itemn show | Use Global | = |

The Link Type Options box is new too. The Link Title Attribute allows you to add
an optional description that will be displayed when the mouse cursor hovers over
the menu hyperlink:

v Link Type Options
Link Title Attribute
Link CSS Style
Link Image Select Clear
Add Menu Title (@Ll @) Yes

In the above example, we've entered dummy text (Link Title Attribute) here for the
Getting Started link; in the frontend this is displayed like this:

AboutJoomla!l
Getting S{%rted

Using Joo[ink Title Attribute

The Joomlal Project

The Link CSS Style field allows you to apply a customized CSS style to the current
menu item hyperlink. For example, if you create a class called customstyle and
enter the name customstyle in the Link CSS Style box, in the HTML output of this
page, the class customstyle will be applied to the current menu link:

<li> id="current" class="active item435">

<a class="customstyle"
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ref="/index.php?option=com contenté&amp;view=featured&amp;
Itemid=435" >Home

</a>
</1li>

The Link Image option allows you to add an image to the current menu link; this
was formerly found as Menu Image in the Parameters (System). The Add Menu
Title option is new to Joomla! 1.6 and lets you choose whether you want to display
the Menu Title text next to the Menu Image. Setting this option to No allows you to
have menu items that consist of only icons.

Page Display Options

The Page Display Options are shown in the screenshot below:

+* Page Display Options
Browser Page Title
Show Page Heading @) No Yes
Page Heading

Page Class

The Page Display Options are great for Search Engine Optimization purposes. They
allow you to add a specific Browser Page Title. This is the text contained in the
HTML title element, which is commonly displayed in the browser title bar. You
can also enter a Page Heading; this is the text in the H1 element which is typically the
main heading in the page content. If you don't enter anything here, Joomla! will use
the menu link text as the page heading. Set Show Page Heading to Yes to make sure
that the new Page Heading will be displayed on the page. In other words, Joomla!
allows you to set both the title element and the H1 element for any menu item just
as you like.

1
~ You'll learn more about changing the Browser Page
Title in Chapter 8 on SEO.

The Page Class field allows you to enter a CSS class which will be added to the CSS
class defining the content area of this page. For example, the main content of the
Getting Started page in the sample content is contained in a DIV element which by
default has the CSS class item-page applied to it. When you enter customclass in
the Page Class field, this CSS class will be changed to item-pagecustomclass. By
creating specific CSS classes, you can apply specific styling to the pages the current
menu link points to.
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Metadata Options

The Metadata Options are new to Joomla! 1.6. These are important for Search
Engine Optimization purposes and allow you to enter metadata for the pages
that the current menu link points to. You can add a description, meta keywords
and enter instructions for robots (web search engine spiders):

v Metadata Options

Meta Description

Meta Keywords

Robots Us= Global =
Secure
0 Off © 0n & lanore

To learn more about robots and what to enter here, have a look at
http://www.robotstxt.org/robotstxt.html.

Module Assignment for this Menu Item

The Module Assignment for this Menu Item box is a really clever addition.
It displays links to all the modules assigned to the current item:

v Module Assignment for this Menu Item

Module Display
Archived Aricles (Publicin archiveload) Hone
Articles Categories {Putlic in siticlescategoriesioad) None
Latest News (Public in articlesatestioad) None
Articles Most Read {Public in articlespopularioad) None

Bottom Left Column (Atomic Template) (Public in atomic-
bottomleft)

Bottom Middle Column (Atomic Template) (Fublicin
atomic-bottommiddle)

Search (Atomic Template) {Publicin stomicsearch) None
Sidebar (Atomic Template) (Publicin stomicsi None
Lagin {Atomic Template) (Fublicin stomics None
Top Menu (Atomic Template) (Public in atomictopmenu) None
Top Quote (Atomic Template) (Public in stemictopguets) None
Banners (Fublic in bannersload) None

S " .
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Just as in Joomla! 1.5, modules are always assigned to one or more menu items.
However, in the Joomla! backend, menus and modules were always dealt with
separately. In Joomla! 1.6, menus and modules are more closely integrated.

In the sample site, this box contains a very long list, as this list includes all modules,
not just those assigned to the menu item. The idea is that you can assign or edit any
module right from the menu item settings.

Changing the module settings from the menu item

Let's try out the new possibilities of the Menu Item edit screen and change module
settings right from this screen. Let's say we've decided that we want to change the
display of one of the modules in the sample site, the Who's online module. We want
to make this module appear on the home page of our site. To do this, we first open
the Home menu item settings and select the appropriate module right there:

1. Go to Menu Manager | Menus and click on the Main Menu name in the
Title column:

E,  Menu Manager: Menus ® EC & &

New  Edi Delete Rebuld | Options | Help

Menus Menu ltems

Humber of Menu ltems
r Title Modules Linked to the Menu DEe
# Published # Unpublished # Trashed

User Me 1
r User Menu a 0 0 Lls_e_rl‘l§nu
( tyn= usermeny pasition-7)
To
(m B 3 o 0 s TOp {Publicin position-0)
( top
I About.Joamla a0 0 0
( abouticomla
r Australian Parks 7 0 0 . Au;t_ra\i?n Parks (Publicin
parks pesitian-5)
» Main Menu (Publicin position-
Main Menu « Sitel
= 13 a 0
( B s S = * sitem.
« This Site

* Menu (Puslici
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2.

In the Menu Items list, click on the Home link to edit it:

Menus Menu ltems

Filter:

Hogne
{ .Tl homespage)

E, Menu Manager: Menu ltems

Search  Clear

Title

Main Menu - I

Published Orderir|
o [~ ]
® ©°0o0

3.

Menu Item link to reveal links to all modules:

In the Edit Menu Item screen, click on the Module Assignment for this

"=. Menu Manager: Edit Menu Item

Ly
Details

Menu ltem Type ™ Faatured Articles Salect
Henu Title Home

Alias homepage

Note

Link index.php ?option=com_contentiview=featured
State [Puelishes | = |

Access [Fusic =]

Menu Location ™

Main henu -

Parent ltem [Menu_tem_Rect = |

Target Window |
Default Page ) No @ yes
Language All =1

Template Style [[UseDetaun- |+
D 435

v B 2 L @ 3
Save Save&Close Save&Mew Saveas Copy Close Help

» Layout Options

¥ Article Options

¥ Integration Options

» Link Type Options

» Page Display Options

m

+ Module Assignment for this Menu Item
Archived Articles (Publicin archivel Mene
Articles Categories (Public in articlescategeriesiosd) None
Articles Category (Publicin articdlescategoryload) None
Latest News (Public in articlesistasticad) None
Articles Most Read (Publicin aridespopulsrlosd) None
Bottorn Left Column (Atomic Template) (Publicin stomic- e
bottomleft)
Bottern Middle Column (Atomic Template) (Puslic in None
atomicbottommiddle)
Search (Atomic Template) (Putlic in stomicsearch) None
Sidebar (Atomic Template) (Futlic in atomicsidebar) None
Login (Atomic Template) (Putlic in stomicsidebar) None
Top Menu (Atomic Template) (Fublicin stomictopmenu) None
Top Quote (Atomic Template) (Puslic in stomictopquate) None
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4. Scroll down the list to find the Who's Online module. Click on the module

name to edit its settings:

Weblinks {Public in weblinksload) None
Who's Online {Public in '.\'I":-s:-r'lir'i:-s:'- Wone
Wrapper (Public in wrapperioad) None

Edit module settings

5. The module Position is currently set to whosonlineload. This means that
it's being called from within an article in the sample data; it will only display
within that single article. We've decided that we want to change this. We
want to display the Who's Online module in the left column. To do this,

select Position: position-7.

Record ID: 39
Title * Who's Online
Show Title ' Show  Hide

Paosition pasition-7 |

Access Futlic 1

Language All =1
Module Description The Who's Online Module displays the number of Anonymous Users

6. We also want the Who's Online module to display only on the home page.
In the Menu Assignment section, scroll down to find the Main Menu Home

link. Tick its select box:

Menu Assignment

Module Assignment Cnly on the pages selected (=]

Menu Selection: Toggle Selection

About Joomla Australian Parks Fruit Shop Main Menu Top

- Home

[ -- Articles

[1 - - wahlink
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7. Click on Save & Close to close the pop up window and return to the Edit

Menu Item screen. Click on Save & Close to close this screen and then click
on View Site to see the output on the frontend. The module is now shown on
the home page in the left-hand side column:

HOME SAMPLE SITES JOOMLA.O

2 Joomlal

Open Source Content Management |

'ou are here: Home

Who's Online

We have one guest and no members online

Summary

In this chapter, we've covered many improvements in the way you deal with menus
and menu items in Joomla! 1.6:

The Menu Manager features two tabbed screens: Menus and Menu Items.
The Menu Manager: Menus screen offers you a number of shortcuts to get
straight to the set of menu items you want to check or edit.

You can jump straight from the Menu Manager to the appropriate menu
module to change its settings. No more clicking back and forth between
Menu Manager and Module Manager!

The Menu Manager: Menu Items screen allows you to access the desired set
of menu items through a range of filtering options.

At the bottom of the Menu Items screen, a new section called Batch process
the selected menu items allows you to move, copy, or set the access level of
selected menu items all at once.

When you add or edit a menu link, you're now presented with an updated
list of Menu Link Item types. Two new items are the List All Categories
menu link and the List All Contact Categories menu link.
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e Joomla! 1.5 menu item Parameters have been renamed Options and they

have been rearranged.

In Joomla! 1.6, you can only assign modules directly to menu items, without
having to go to the Module Manager first. Through the menu link settings
(in the new Module Assignment for this Menu Item panel) you determine
what modules display when visitors click on this menu link.

In the first four chapters, you've learned about the improvements in Joomla's core
capabilities: managing content, menus, and modules. In the next chapter, we'll
plunge into a more advanced topic: controlling user access.
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Managing Site Users with
Access Control

One of the biggest changes in Joomla! 1.6 is the introduction of a completely new
system to manage user permissions. The previous version of Joomla! already featured
a basic system of Access Control Levels (ACL), as user permissions management is
usually called. In Joomla! 1.6, you've got much more control over what users can see
and do on the site. However, the new system can be pretty complex. Let's find out how
you can put Joomla!'s new ACL system to work.

In this chapter, you'll learn about:

e The default set of user groups and permissions in Joomla! 1.6
e Action Permissions: what users can do
e Viewing Access Levels: what users can see

e ACL at work: two practical examples of how you can use ACL

What's new about the Access Control
Levels system?

In Joomla! 1.5, a fixed set of user groups was available, ranging from "Public" users
(anyone with access to the frontend of the site) to "Super Administrators", allowed
to log in to the backend and do anything. The ACL system in Joomla! 1.6 is much
more flexible:

e Instead of fixed user groups with fixed sets of permissions, you can create
as many groups as you want and grant the people in those groups any
combination of permissions. ACL enables you to control anything users can
do on the site: log in, create, edit, delete, publish, unpublish, trash, archive,
manage, or administer things.
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e Users are no longer limited to only one group: a user can belong to different
groups at the same time. This allows you to give particular users both the set
of permissions for one group and another group without having to create a
third, combined set of permissions from the ground up.

e Permissions no longer apply to the whole site as they did in Joomla! 1.5. You
can now set permissions for specific parts of the site. Permissions apply to
either the whole site, or to specific components, categories, or items (such as
a single article).

What are the default user groups and
permissions?

The flexibility of the new ACL system has a downside: it can also get quite complex.
The power to create as many user groups as you like, each with very fine-grained
sets of permissions assigned to them, means you can easily get entangled in a web of
user groups, Joomla! Objects, and permissions.

You should carefully plan the combinations of permissions you need to assign to
different user groups. Before you change anything in Joomla!, sketch an outline or
use mind mapping tools (such as http://bubbl.us) to get an overview of what you
want to accomplish through Joomla! ACL: who (which users) should be able to see
or do what in which parts of the site?

In many cases, you might not need to go beyond the default setup and just use the
default users groups and permissions that are already present when you install
Joomla! 1.6. So, before we go and find out how you can craft custom user groups
and their distinctive sets of permissions, let's have a look at the default Joomla! 1.6
ACL setup.

The default site-wide settings

In broad terms, the default groups and permissions present in Joomla! 1.6 are

much like the ACL system that was available in Joomla! 1.5. To view the default
groups and their permissions, go to Site | Global Configuration | Permissions.

The Permission Settings screen is displayed, showing a list of User Groups. A user
group is a collection of users sharing the same permissions, such as Public, Manager,
or Administrator.

By default the permission settings of the Public user group are shown; clicking any
of the other user group names reveals the settings for that particular group.
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Site

System Server

Permission Settings

+ Public
Action

Site Login
Admin Login
Super Admin
Access Component
Create
Delete

Edit

Edit State
Edit Own

» Manager
3 Administrator

» Registered

» Author

» Editor

» Publisher

3 Shop Suppliers
3 Customer Group

3 Super Users

'a" Global Configuration

Permissions

Manage the permission settings for the user groups below. See notes at the bottom.

action
permissions

Select New Setting'
Not Set IZ|
Mot Set E
Mot Set E
Mot Set El
Mot Set [ ¥ |
Not Set IZ|
Mot Set IZ|
Mot Set E
Mot Set IZ|

On the right-hand side of the Permission Settings screen, the generic (site-wide)
action permissions for this group are displayed: Site Login, Admin Login, and so on.
Actions are the things users are allowed do on the site. For the sample user groups,
these action permissions have already been set.

a1

Q

What are Action Permissions?

Site Login, Admin Login, Super Admin ... the new permissions in
Joomla! 1.6 have somewhat cryptic names. To understand what they

mean, see Action permissions: what users can do further in this chapter.
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Default user groups

Let's find out what these default user groups are about. We'll discuss the user groups
from the most basic level (Public) to the most powerful (Super Users).

Public — the guest group

This is the most basic level; anyone visiting your site is considered part of the Public
group. Members of the Public group can view the frontend of the site, but they don't
have any special permissions.

Registered — the user group that can log in

Registered users are regular site visitors, except for the fact that they are allowed to
log in to the frontend of the site. After they have logged in with their account details,
they can view content that may be hidden from ordinary site visitors because the
Access level of that content has been set to Registered. This way, Registered users
can be presented all kinds of content ordinary (Public) users can't see.

Registered users, however, can't contribute content. They're part of the user
community, not web team.

Author, Editor, Publisher — the frontend content
team

Authors, Editors, and Publishers are allowed to log in to the frontend, to edit or
add articles. There are three types of frontend content contributors, each with their
specific permission levels:

e Authors can create new content for approval by a Publisher or someone
higher in rank. They can edit their own articles, but can't edit existing articles
created by others.

e Editors can create new articles and edit existing articles. A Publisher or
higher must approve their submissions.

e Publishers can create, edit, and publish, unpublish, or trash articles in the
frontend. They cannot delete content.

Manager, Administrator, Super User — the backend
administrators

Managers, Administrators and Super Users are allowed to log in to the backend to
add and manage content and to perform administrative tasks.
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e Managers can do all that Publishers can, but they are also allowed to log in to
the backend of the site to create, edit, or delete articles. They can also create
and manage categories. They have limited access to administration functions.

¢ Administrators can do all that Managers can and have access to more
administration functions. They can manage users, edit, or configure
extensions and change the site template. They can use manager screens
(User Manager, Article Manager, and so on) and can create, delete, edit,
and change the state of users, articles, and so on.

e Super Users can do everything possible in the backend. (In Joomla! 1.5, this
user group type was called Super Administrator). When Joomla! is installed,
there's always one Super User account created. That's usually the person who
builds and customizes the website. In the current example website, you're the
Super User.

Shop Suppliers and Customers — two sample user
groups

You'll notice two groups in the Permission Settings screen that we haven't covered
yet: Shop Suppliers and Customer. These are added when you install the Joomla!
1.6 sample data. These aren't default user groups; they are used in the sample Fruit
Shop site to show how you can create customized groups.

Are there also sample users available?

As there are user groups present in the sample data, you might expect there are also
sample users. This is not the case. There are no (sample) users assigned to the sample
user groups. There's just one user available after you've installed Joomla!— you. You
can view your details by navigating to Users | User Manager. You're taken to the
User Manager: Users screen:

2 User Manager: Users

© 00 & u 3

New Activate Block  Unblock Delete Options Help

Users User Groups Viewing Access Levels
Search Users Search  Reset Filter Users by, -Swme- [¥] -Active- [¥] -Group- [=]

Name & User Name Enabled Activated User Groups Email Last Visit Date  Registration Date 1D

2011-01-16 2011-01-15
Super User admin (] (] SuperUsers  youremaiadress@here.com 112 o zlE:E::::’

Display # 20 [ =]
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Here you can see that your name is Super User, your user name is admin (unless
you've changed this yourself when setting up your account), and you're part of the
user group called Super Users.

There's also a shortcut available to take you to your own basic user
M settings: click on Site | My Profile or —even faster —just click on the
Q Edit Profile shortcut in the Control Panel. However, you can't manage
user permissions here; the purpose of the My Profile screen is only to
manage basic user settings.

Action Permissions: what users can do

We've now seen what types of users are present in the default setup of Joomla!
1.6. The action permissions that you can grant these user groups — things they can
do on the site —are shown per user group in the Site | Global Configuration |
Permissions screen. Click on any of the user group names to see the permission
settings for that group:

Fermission Settings current user available current
Manage the permission se group notes permlSSIOn perml_SSIOn
settings settings
» Public
> Manager /
v Administrator y
Action Select New Setting | Calculated Setting ©
Site Login Inherited [ ] J Alowed
Admin Login \ Inherited [w ] J Allowed
Super Admin available Inherited [ ¥ | Mot Allowed
Access Component actions fOI' Alowed [*] o Allowed
Create this group Inherited [+ ] J Allowed
Delete Inherited [ ] J Alowed
Edit Inherited [ ¥ | J Mlowed
Edit State Inherited [+ ] J Alowed

Edit Own Inherited [+ ] J Allowed

3 Author

You'll also find these permissions (such as Site Login, Create, Delete, Edit) on
other places in the Joomla! interface: after all, you don't just apply permissions on

a site-wide basis (as you could in previous versions of Joomla!), but also on the level
of components, categories, or individual items.
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To allow or deny users to do things, each of the available actions can be set to
Allowed or Denied for a specific user group. If the permission for an action isn't
explicitly allowed or denied, it is Not Set.

Permissions are inherited

You don't have to set each and every permission on every level manually:
permissions are inherited between groups. That is, a child user group automatically
gets the permissions set for its parent.

Wait a minute — parents, children, inheritance ... how does that work? To understand
these relationships, let's have a look at the overview of user groups in the Permission
Settings screen. This shows all available user groups (I've edited this screen image a
little to be able to show all the user groups in one column):

v Public
3 Manager
b Administrator

3 Registered

3 Author

3 Editor

3 Publisher

3 Shop Suppliers
3 Customer Group

3 Super Users

You'll notice that all user group names are displayed indented, apart from Public.
This indicates the permissions hierarchy: Public is the parent group, Manager
(indented one position) is a child of Public, Administrator (indented two positions)
is a child of Manager.

Permissions for a parent group are automatically inherited by all child groups
(unless these permissions are explicitly set to Allowed or Denied to "break"

the inheritance relationship). In other words: a child group can do anything a
parent group can do—and more, as it is a child and therefore has its own specific
permissions set.
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For example, as Authors are children of the Registered group, they inherit the
permissions of the Registered group (that is, the permission to log in to the frontend
of the site). Apart from that, Authors have their own specific permissions added to
the permissions of the Registered group.

Setting an action to Denied is very powerful: you can't allow an action
R for a lower level in the permission hierarchy if it is set to Denied higher
~ up in the hierarchy. So, if an action is set to Denied for a higher group,
Q this action will be inherited all the way down the permissions "tree" and
will always be denied for all lower levels —even if you explicitly set the
lower level to Allowed.

What do the available action permissions
mean?

In the Site | Global Configuration | Permissions screen, nine types of action
permissions are available, such as Site Login and Admin login. However, the
available action permissions vary through the different levels of the site for which
you can set permissions. You can set action permissions at up to four levels on

the website, ranging from site-wide permissions to permissions on the level of
individual items, such as articles. Let's have a look at the possibilities: the different
action permissions you can set on different levels.

Level 1 — site-wide permissions in Global
Configuration

You can set the default permissions for each action and group site-wide, via Site |
Global Configuration | Permissions:
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& Global Configuration

Site System Server Permissions

Permission Settings

Manage the permission settings for the user groups below. See notes atthe bottom.

» Public

Action Select New Setting
Site Login Not Set [ ]
Admin Login Not Set [ |
Super Admin Not Set [ ]
Access Component Not Set [ |
Create Not Set [ ]
Delete Not Set [ |
Edit Not Set [ v ]
Edit State Not Set [ |
Edit Own Not Set [ v ]

» Manager
b Administrator

» Registered

» Author

» Editor

» Publisher

3 Shop Suppliers
» Customer Group

3 Super Users

The table below explains what the available permissions in Global
Configuration mean:

Permission name Allows user to do the following

Site Login Log in to the front of the website.

Admin Login Log in to the backend administration interface.

Super Admin Do anything on the site, including Global Configuration (Super

Users have Super Admin rights).

Access Component Have administrative access to components, but not to Global

Configuration.
Create Create new content in components.
Delete Delete content in components.
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Permission name

Allows user to do the following

Edit
Edit State

Edit Own

Edit content in components.

Change the state (publish, unpublish, trash, archive) of content in
components.

Edit content they've created themselves.

The Super Admin action is only available in the Global Configuration Permissions
screen, as it applies only to the whole site.

Level 2 — permissions for components

You can set permissions on the level of components. Joomla! components are
Articles, Menus, Users, Banners, and so on. There's a Permissions screen in each
of the components of Joomla! 1.6. For example, go to Article Manager | Options |
Permissions to access the Permissions screen of the Article Manager:

¥ Public
Action

Configure

Create
Delete
Edit

Edit State
Edit Own

* Article Manager Options Save & Close  Save  Cancel

Articles Category
Default permissions used for all content in this component.

Manage the permission settings for the user groups below. See notes at the bottom.

Access Component

Blog / Featured Layouts List Layouts Integration Text Filters Permissions

Select New Setting U Calculated Setting = =
Inherted [ Mot Allowed
Inherited [ | Mot Allowed
Inherited [+ | Mot Allowed
Inherted [ ] Mot Allowed
Inherited [ ] Mot Allowed
Inherited [ Mat Allowed
Inherited [ Mot Allowed

¥ Manager
» Administrator

» Registered

» Author
» Editor
» Publisher

Other component permissions screens can be found in a similar way through the
Options button: for example, navigate to Menus | Menu Manager and click on
Options to access the article permissions, or go to Components | Banners and click
on Options | Permissions to access permission settings for the banner component.
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You'll notice that there's one action in the list that we haven't seen yet, Configure.
It's only applicable to components. The table below explains what the available
action permissions for components mean:

Permission name Allows user to do the following

Configure Set component options.

Access Component  Have administrative access to component.

Create Create content in component.

Delete Delete content in component.

Edit Edit content in component.

Edit State Change the state (publish, unpublish, trash, archive) of content in
component.

Edit Own Edit content that they've created themselves.

Level 3 — permissions for categories

You can also set permissions on the level of specific categories. In the screen where
you create or edit a category (such as Content | Category Manager | Edit or New),
you'll find a Category Permissions section at the bottom of the screen:

v Category Permissions

Manage the permission settings for the user groups below. See notes at the bottom.

* Public

Action Select Hew Setting ! Calculated Setting 2
Create Inherited [ ¥ | Mot Allowed
Delete Inherited Mot Allowed
Edit Inherited [*] Mat Allowed
Edit State Inherited [+ ] Not Allowed
Edit Qwn Inherited [ ] Not Allowed

In this section, you can set permissions for all articles within a specific category.
The Calculated Setting column on the right-hand side displays whether the specific
action is Allowed or Not Allowed; in the Select New Setting drop-down box, you
can change the current values.

In the same way, you can set permissions for types of categories other than Article
Categories, such as Contacts categories or Banners categories.
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The table below explains what the available action permissions for categories mean:

Permission name

Allows user to do the following

Create
Delete
Edit

Edit State

Edit Own

Create content and subcategories in category.
Delete category, subcategories, and category content.
Edit category, subcategories, and category content.

Change the state (publish, unpublish, trash, archive) of category,
subcategories, and category content.

Edit their own category, subcategories, and category content.

Level 4 — permissions for articles

Finally, you can set permissions on the level of individual articles. As an example, go
to Content | Article Manager | Edit or New to set permissions for a specific article
in the Article Permissions section at the bottom of the screen:

» Article Permissions

* Public
Action
Delete
Edit

Edit State

Manage the permission settings for the user groups below. See notes at the bottom.

Select New Setting 1 Calculated Setting 2
Inherted [+ | Mot Allowed
Inherited [ | Mot Allowed
Inherted [+ Nat Allowed

The table below explains what the available action permissions for articles mean

Permission name

Allows user to do the following

Delete
Edit
Edit State

Delete article.
Edit article.
Change the state (publish, unpublish, trash, archive) of article.
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Viewing Access Levels: what users
can see

We've now covered two main parts of the ACL system: User Groups and action
permissions (the specific things users can be allowed to do). A third important ACL
concept is Viewing Access Levels. These access levels don't determine what users
can do, but what users can see: can users only see the public site, can they access the
frontend or maybe access the backend? What articles, menus, modules,

or components can the user group actually view?

By default, three Viewing Access Levels are available: Public, Registered, and
Special. Go to Users | User Manager and click on the Viewing Access Levels
tab to see these levels:

Administration ¥ Joomlal
Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help & 0 Logged-in frontend & 1 Logged-in backend = 0 Messages 88 View Sie @ Log out
H - . F 45
User Manager: Viewing Access Levels L 0 B & &
New Edit Delete Options Help
Users User Groups Viewing Access Levels
Search Viewing Access Levels Search  Reset
[T LevelHameg Ordering D
l— Custamer Access Level
[ Public o 1
[T Registered
[C  Spedial 2
Display# 20 | = |

This is what the three default Viewing Access Levels mean:

e Public means that there are no special viewing permissions involved. It's the
set of permissions for the Public user group, who are only allowed access to
the public site.

¢ Registered is the set of permissions for Registered Users. These by default
are allowed to log in to the site to view the site parts that are set to the
Registered access level.

e Special is the set of viewing permissions for all users that can log in to the
backend (Manager, Administrator, Super User).
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Level. This is an example of customized access levels available in the
sample data. It's used in the Fruit Shop sample site.

_\lQ At the top of the list, there's an extra viewing level: Customer Access
Viewing Access Levels can be set for all kinds of content on the site, from modules

and menu items to individual articles, by changing the value of the Access drop-
down list:

Article Manager: Edit Article
Edit Article
Title Article Title
Alias
Category Sample Dsta-Aticles | = |
State Fuglished | = |
ACcess Futlic 2
Public
Language Registered
Special k
Featured Custormer Acosss Level
D 1

When the Access value of an article or another object is set to Registered, Special, or
any other level that's not Public, this content will only be visible for user groups who
have that particular Viewing Access Level assigned.

Wrapping up: the ingredients of ACL

Applying ACL is all about combining the concepts we've covered up to now:
creating a User Group and setting Viewing Access Levels and Action Permissions
for (specific levels of) your site. In the rest of this chapter, we'll explore a few real
life examples to find out how this works.
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ACL at work: how to control user
permissions

Setting permissions involves the following three steps:

1. Create a user group (a group of people sharing the same permissions).

2. Tell Joomla! what the group can see or do. In other words, you assign a
viewing access level and set the action permissions for this user group.

3. Add users to the group.

Let's find out how you can set permissions using this three-step approach. First, we'll
open up the backend of the sample site for site designers: users who can only access
and do things in the Template Manager. After that, we'll create a user group that's
allowed to update the Events page on the site.

ACL example 1: allow specific users to
manage contacts

Let's assume that you need a new type of user: someone who's able to administer

the contacts database of your site, accessed through Components | Contacts. On

the site you're building, the contacts database contains the names and contact details
of all employees. You want to allow the company secretaries to manage and update
contact details, but you don't want them to be able to access anything other than that.
Let's find out how to achieve this.

Step 1: create a user group

1. Goto Users | Groups and click on New to create a new group called
Contacts Administrator, as shown below. Set the Group Parent to
Registered. This way, the group gets the Login permission from the
Registered group, but no other permissions:

3_ User Manager: Add New User Group

User Group Details
Group Title Contacts Administrator

Group Parent _REEEEE:‘ - El

2. Click on Save & Close to save the group that you've just created.
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Step 2: tell Joomla! what the group can see and do

To specify what the (future) members of the new user group can see and do, we'll
tirst specify which viewing access level this user group has. In this case, we want

the new user group to be able to access the backend. For this, we can use an existing
viewing access level: the Special Access Level, one of the default permission levels,
which has the desired viewing access levels assigned to it. Anyone with Special level
can access the backend controls:

1. Goto Users | Access Levels. The existing Viewing Access Levels are shown:

User Manager: Viewing Access Levels
Users User Groups Viewing Access Levels
Search Viewing Access Levels Search  Reset

Level Hame &

Customer Access Level

Registered

O
o
[T Public
O
o

Special

2. To add the new user group to the Special Access Level, click on the Level
Name Special. Add the new Contacts Administrator user group to this level
by clicking on the select box to the left of the name Contacts Administrator:

User Manager: Edit Viewing Access Level

Level Details

Level Title Special

User Groups Having Viewing Access
' Public

7 Manager

Adrninistrator

Registered

<00

Author
Editor

ana

Fublisher

' F: Contacts Administrator

e —— TR ST

=2 Super Users
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3. Click on Save & Close to save your changes.

So far, you've created a user group and made it possible for its users to view the
backend once they've logged in, by assigning them to the Special level. However,
they still can't actually log in to the backend. Logging in to the backend is an
action—and that specific action permission is set through the Admin Login
permission in the Global Configuration. Let's fix this now and give the Contacts
Administrator permission to access the backend:

4. Go to Site | Global Configuration | Permissions. Click on the Contacts
Administrator user group name. The permissions panel for this group opens.

5. For this group, change the Admin Login permission to Allowed:

-
Action Select New Setting ! Calculated Setting
Site Login Allowed

Admin Login Mot Allowed
Super Admin Mot Allowed
Access Component Inhesited [ ¥ ] Not Allowed
Create Inhesited [ ¥ ] Not Allowed
Delete Inhesited [ ¥ | Not Allowed

Edit Inhesited [ ¥ | Not Allowed

Edit State Inherited [ ¥ | Not Allowed

Edit Own Inherited [ ¥ | Not Allowed

2 Customer Groun

6. Click on Save & Close.

Secondly, we have to set permissions for our new group to manage contacts in the
backend. We need to set this permission at the level of the Contacts component:

7. Go to Components | Contacts and click on the Options button.
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8. Click on the Permissions tab to change the permissions to Allowed for this
group for any action, as shown below:

% Contact Manager Options

Contact Icons Category Categories List Layouts Form Integration Perr

Default permissions used for all content in this component.

Manage the permission settings for the user groups below. See notes at the bottom.

» Public
3 Manager
2 Administrator

3 Registered

2 Author
2 Editor
2 Publisher

Contacts Administrator

Configure Mowed [¥]

Actic

Select Hew Settin

Access Component Mowed [¥]
Create Mowed [¥]
Delete Allowed El

Edit Mowed [¥]

9. Click on Save & Close to commit the changes.

Setting permissions is done. Users in this group can now access the backend and
manage contacts, but they won't be able to do anything else. However, as yet there
are no members assigned to this group. One last thing to take care of!
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Step 3: add users to the group
Let's create one user who is a member of the Contacts Administrator group.
1. Go to Users | User Manager and click on Add new user. Enter the required
details: Name, Login Name, Password, and E-mail.

2. Inthe Assigned User Groups section, assign the new user to the appropriate
Action Permissions group by ticking the box to the left of the Contacts
Administrator group name:

‘ User Manager: Add New User

Account Details
Mame * Mrs Contactadministrator
Login Mame * contactadmin
Passward saes

Confirm Password ense

Email contactadmin®mai.com

Registration Date

LastVisit Date

Receive System emails (@) No () Yes
Block this User @) No ) Yes
v 0

Assigned User Groups
[] Public
Manager

Administrator
Registered

Author

Editor
Publisher

A O0O0OoOo0OO

Contacts Administrator

3. Click on Save & Close to save your changes.
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Check if it works

To find out if everything is set up correctly, log out and log in to the backend as the
new user. You'll notice that the backend interface is almost empty. Most of the usual
menus and shortcuts have disappeared or are dysfunctional. Only the functions
relevant to the new user group are available; the only component that the user can
see and access is Contacts:

Administration ¥ Joomlal

Site: ‘ Components “& 0 Logged-in frontend &1 Logged-in backend

|B Contacts l |B

=" [ Messages [ View Site o Log out

Contacts

* essaging lF 5y Categories Laet 5 Lonaedin U
w Last 5 Logged-in Users
Name Location (] Last Activity Logout
Mrs Contactadmin Administrator 44 2011-01-04 21:24:10

» Top 5 Popular Articles
» Last 5 Added Articles

Joomla'® is free software released under the GNU General Public License.  Version 1.6.0

Click on the Components | Contacts | Contacts submenu link. You'll notice that all
the functionality related to managing contacts is available for the new user:

i 2 LY .
Administration ¥ Joomial
Site Components Help “& 0 Logged-in frontend L‘\Lugged-m backend = 0 Messages B View Site Ochout
- - ¥ ow 3
[.._1. Category Manager: Contacts \ T 0 Q O J i | qe
New Edit Publish  Unpublish Archive  Trash Rebuid  Options Help
Contacts Categories
Filter Search | Clear - SelactMaxLevals- v | -SelectState- v | |- Select Accass- S Ry —— |
O Title Published  OrderingE Access Language 1D
Sample Data-Contact
Publis All 16
O (Alias; sample-data-contact o 1 .
Park Site
[+] Publ English (UK) 34
L] {Ahas: park-site o d uoe il
Shop Site
o P 35
O e (/] 2 ublic Al 3z
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ACL example 2: allow users to edit one
specific article

In the previous example, you made one component (Joomla!'s contact management
functionality) available to one specific user group. Let's now find out how we can set
permissions for the very basic content level: one article. Imagine a club website with
an Events Calendar page: an article listing club events. Wouldn't it be great if that list
could be updated by members of the committee that organizes these events?

Let's create an account for specific club members who can log in to the front end,
open the specific article, edit it, and save the changes. We don't want them to be able
to edit any other items on the site.

Step 1: create a user group

We'll go about this in the same order as you've seen in the first example. First, log in
as Super User and create a user group for this specific task:

1. Go to Users | Groups and click on the Add New Group link to create a new
user group:

Administration

Site | Users | Menus Content Components

k. User Manager L

|wi- Groups Add New Gropp |

= Accesslevels B l’\i

Maz= Mail Uzers

Add New Article Article Manager Category Ma
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2. Inthe Add New Action Permission Group screen, enter Calendar Updater
in the Group Title field. In the Group Parent select box, select Registered.
This means that the new user group will inherit all the permissions of this
group. As registered users are allowed to log into the site, this means that the
Calendar Updaters will also be permitted to do this:

9_ User Manager: Add New Action Permission Group

User Group Details

Group Title Calendar Updater
Group Parent ~Register=d =

3. Click on Save & Close. The new group has been created. Up to now,
Calendar Updaters can't do anything, except log in to the frontend.

Step 2: tell Joomla! what the group can see and do

You haven't actually assigned any permissions to this level. (The only thing you've
indicated is that the new user group has the same basic permissions as the Registered
group; that is, they can log in to the frontend).

Let's tell Joomla! what the permissions of this new user group are. In this case we'll
set up permissions on the lowest possible content level —for one single article:

1. Go to Content | Article Manager and create a new article. In the Title field,
enter Events Calendar. For now, you can leave this article Uncategorised.
The Access value should be Public: after all, you want every site visitor to be
able to view the article. Select Featured: Yes to have the article display on the
homepage. In the Article Text editor section, enter some dummy text. The
screen should look like this:
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Article Manager: Add New Article

-

New Article

Title * Events Calendar

Alias

Categary ° Unecategorsad |

State Pubished =

Acress Public -

Fermissions Set Permissions

Language a1 |

Featured

] 0
Article Text

B 7 U | =EE=EE=E= | Styles * Paragraph -
== = |9 | L B J@wm

— 2| *x x|

Events Calendar for January

Event 1

Event 2

2. Click on the Set Permissions button to jump to the Article Permissions
box at the bottom of the screen). Here the current article permissions are
displayed. Click on the Calendar Updater group name. You'll notice that all
possible actions are Not Allowed for the Calendar Updater group:

Calender Updater

Action

Select New Setting 1
Delete Inhesited [¥] Mot Allowed
Edit Inherited [+] Mot Allowed
Edit State Inherited [+ | Not Allowed
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3. To change the permissions, in the Select New Setting column, change the
value in the Edit drop-down box to Allowed. Click on Save to update the

corresponding value in the Calculated Setting column. This will now change
to Allowed:

v Calender Updater

Action

Select New Setting L Calculated Setting 3
Delete Inherted [+ | Mot Allowed
Edit Alowed [*] J Allowed
Edit State Inherted [ ¥ | Mot Allowed

You don't have to change any other values. After all, you don't want users to
be able to delete the article or to change its State (that is archive it, trash it, or
unpublish it).

4. Click on Save & Close to commit the changes and close the article screen.

Step 3: add users to the group

The final step is adding a user and giving this new user the permissions of a
Calendar Updater:

1. Goto Users | User Manager | Add new User.

Administration

Site | Users ‘ Menus Y eid =T o A W= kT =Ta 1y ents
|4 User Manager Add MNew User
& Groups k

Access Levels b

Mazs=z Mail Uzers

Add Mew Article Article Manager Category Ma

2. Inthe Add New User screen, enter the user details. In this example, we'll fill
in the screen as follows:

°  Name: John Calendar

e}

Username: john

o

Password, Confirm Password: enter and re-type a password

e}

E-mail: enter an e-mail address
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3. Inthe Assigned User Groups, make sure to select the Calendar Updater
group name. The screen should look like this:

Account Details
MName ~

Login MName ~
Password

Confirm Passwaord
Email
Registration Date

Last Visit Date

Block this User

D

&, User Manager: Add New User

John Calendar
john
aeee

john@john.net

Receive System emails (@ No ) Yes

Assigned User Groups

[] Public

O] Manager

|:| Administrator

O] Registered

D Author

O Editor

] Publisher
] Shop Suppliers

Calender Updater

Customer (Gronn

4. Click on Save & Close to save your changes.
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Check if it works

Let's check if your settings have the desired effects. Let's log in to the frontend as the
new user we've just created:

1. Go to the frontend. On the home page Login Form, log in with the User
Name and Password you've created:

Login Form

User Name john
Password ~ sesees |

Remember Me [

*Log in

2. Click on the Calender article on the home page. To see the Calendar article,
you may have to click on the Next link below the home page articles: due to
the default home page settings, the article you've added will be displayed on
the second page.

You'll notice that an icon is displayed to the right of the Calendar article title,
indicating that you can edit the article:

Events Calendar

Events Calendar for January
Ewvent 1

Event 2
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3. Click on the icon to open the frontend article Editor screen that allows you to
edit the article contents and save the changes:

ou are here: Home » Home

User Menu

Your Profile

AboutJoomla!
Getting Started
Using Joomlal

The Joomlal Project

This Site

Home

Site Map
Login

Sample Sites

Site Administrator

= =]

The Joomlal Community

Editor

Title [Events Calendar
B J U & |E = = E | Styles ~ Paragraph
S = | == | i B em
— @ 1 x. x* |2

Events Calendar for January
Event 1

Event 2

Path: p

Article Image Pagebreak Read More Toggle editor

Publishing

Save | Cancel

That's it. You're now able to log in as a member of the Calendar Updater user group

and edit one specific article from the frontend of the website.

Allowing access to categories

M In this example, we've allowed users to edit just one article. In practice,
Q you'll often want users to edit one or more categories. This way, the web
team responsible for the content of one department can be granted access
to only the web pages of their department.

More on Access Control

Using ACL gives site administrators exciting new possibilities, and although the
process isn't straightforward, the overview in this chapter should get you started.
There's also a growing number of resources on this subject on the Web. Keep an eye
on the documentation found at http://www.joomla.org (for example, have a
look at http://docs.joomla.org/ACL Tutorial for Joomla_1.6). However,
always check if the information is up-to-date, as some ACL specifics (permission
names, default permissions) have changed through the different development stages

of Joomla! 1.6.
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Summary

In this chapter, we've explored the exciting new possibilities of the Joomla! ACL
system. This is what we have covered:

In the User Manager, you can create new users and assign them to a specific
Group, granting them various levels of access to the site.

The default User Groups consist of seven levels, from guests (Public) to the
most powerful (Super Users). These user levels are comparable to the ones
present in Joomla! 1.5. However, you can now add as many custom user
groups as you like.

The permissions that you can grant these user groups — things they can do
on the site —are called Action Permissions. You can set these permissions

(such as Site Login, Create, Delete, Edit) on different levels in the Joomla!
interface: site-wide, for components, for categories, or for individual items.

Viewing Access Levels don't determine what users can do, but what users
can see or access. By default, three Viewing Access Levels are available:
Public, Registered, and Special, but you can create new custom levels for
your specific user groups and their permissions.

Applying ACL to control user permissions means telling Joomla! what
parts of the site specific users can view and what they can do there. Setting
permissions involves three steps: create a user group, tell Joomla! what the
group can see or do (assign viewing access levels and action permissions),
and finally add users to the group.
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In Joomla! 1.6, using templates is more powerful than ever before. The new Template
Manager interface contains more functionality and Joomla! now comes with a set of
new, great looking, and flexible templates. The built-in template options allow site
administrators to customize the template styling, without having to touch HTML or
CSS code. A new feature is Template Styles, allowing you to apply different versions
of the same template to specific areas of the site.

In this chapter, you'll learn:

e  What's new about the templates included with Joomla! 1.6
e Working with the new tabbed Template Manager
e Using Template Styles: assigning template variations to specific pages

e Exploring, editing, and customizing templates

What's new? Finally, table-less templates

Compared to previous versions, Joomla! 1.6 templates now output cleaner code.

Up to version 1.5, by default, Joomla! used a notoriously outdated method to display
content, deploying HTML tables not just (as intended) to display tabular data, but
for page layout purposes. It was only possible to get Joomla! to output clean code
using so-called template overrides. These days, table-less layout is considered a
much better, more flexible way to design websites. Luckily, Joomla! 1.6 is fully

up to standards in this respect.
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Web standards are specifications created by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C),
led by Tim Berners-Lee, the inventor of the web. Sites using clean, semantically correct
code without browser-specific hacks load faster and can be accessed more easily
through different devices and browsers, including screen readers. To find out more
about web standards, have a look at http: //www.webstandards.org/learn/faq.
You can also find a good introduction to the subject of web standards at
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web standards.

What does that clean output look like?

Want to find out what clean code looks like? Just take a peek under the hood. You
can do this by selecting the View Page Source option in your browser.

If you are using the Firefox browser, the Firebug extension allows you to inspect
both HTML and CSS code using a split browser screen: in the top screen half, the
website is displayed, and in the bottom half the relevant code is shown.l]

M See http:/ / getfirebug.com/whatisfirebug to find out more
Q about downloading and using the Firebug web development
extension for Firefox.

The screenshot below shows such a split screen for a page from the Joomla! 1.6
sample site, using the new default template of Joomla! 1.6, called Beez 2.0. If you're
familiar with HTML, you'll notice that there's no sign of any table codes; all sections
of the page layout are formatted using so-called DIV elements. Moreover, all
heading elements — previously styled with proprietary Joomla! style names, such

as contentheading—are now outputted according to web standards, using the H1
(Heading 1) style for the main title, H2 for secondary titles, and so forth.
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HOME SAMPLE SITES JOOMLA.ORG

h1

2 Joomlal

Open Source Content Management Beta

Gettinf) Started Cgngratulations! You have a Joomlal sitel Jo

nsole | HTML~ | (55 #ript DOM  Net /

hi#ogo -

iv id="hezde

] <div

</divr

= <diwv

# <diwv " e ="
+ <div id:

= <div ids

div.logoh*er < divé¢header < divé#back < djf#all < body = html
">

id="line">
id="content
" role="navigation">

=l =div ids

Why clean code is good for everybody

The average end user — the site visitor — probably won't notice the changes under
the hood, but they're important nevertheless. It will allow people using different
browsers, and different devices (ranging from smartphones to screen readers) to
easily access the website. Moreover, sites with clean code will load faster and can
be interpreted and indexed by search engines more easily.

Joomla!'s new coding is also a good thing if you want to design a template
or customize an existing one. It's much easier to understand well-structured,
meaningful markup and readable CSS class names and adapt them to your needs.

[141]



New Flexibility in Using Templates

Introducing the tabbed Template Manager

You've already seen them throughout the new Joomla! backend: tabbed screens.
The new tabbed Template Manager allows you to jump from the Styles tab to the
Templates tab. Let's find out what those screens have to offer you.

The Styles tab: selecting templates and
settings

The main purpose of the Styles screen is to allow you to select which of the available
templates you want to use. As you can see, the current default frontend template is
called Beez 2.0 (referred to as Beez2 in this screen). The default backend template is
called Bluestork:

Administration ¥ Joomial
Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help & 0Logged-in frontend &4 1 Logged-in backend = 0 Messages B8 View Site @ Log out
— 0 m ;]U a4
Template Manager: Styles s w o
Make Defautt Edit Duplicate Delete Options Help
Styles Templates
Filter Search Clear - Select L:x;au::n-;l -Se\ng:vplsm-;I
Style Location Template & Default Assigned ID
[T Atomic- Default Site atomic o
[T Beez5 - Default-Fruit Shop Site beezs (/]
[T Beez2-Parks Site Site beez_20 (/]
[Tl Beez2-Default Ste beez 20 . (]
[T Bluestork - Default Administrator bluestork " 2
Hathor - Default Administrator hathor
T Milkyway - Default Site rhuk_milkyway (/]
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Selecting a template

To change the default template, select the desired template and click on Make
Default. To assign a template to the backend, select any of the Administrator
templates and click on Make Default. In the Assigned column, you can see
whether a template is in use (even if it isn't the default one), because it's assigned
to one or more menu items.

Template Styles

The name of the Styles screen may cause a little confusion: you might expect that
this screen enables you to change CSS styles and stylesheets that control the template
design. This is not the case: a Template Style is a variation that you can create based
on an existing template. In Joomla! 1.5, template designers could already add extra
options to their templates, such as the option to select a template color scheme.
Joomla! 1.6 adds more power to these built-in template options by allowing you to
save a combination of "a template including its settings" as a Template Style. You can
then assign this Template Style to one or more menu items. In other words, styles
allow you to have individually styled pages or sets of pages.

One example of this is that you can make the home page display using a "green"
color scheme (the first Template Style) and other pages in a "blue" color scheme
(the second Template Style). We'll have a look at working with Template Styles in
the section Customizing templates using Template Styles.

The two meanings of the word default

In the Styles screen, the word default is used with two different
meanings. In the top button bar, the button Make Default works as
you would expect: it allows you to make the selected template the

\\l default one for either the frontend or the backend. However, you'll also
notice templates named Default, such as Atomic - Default and Beez2

Q - Default. In this case, default means it's the template using its normal

settings (in other words: its default, unchanged Template Style). This
is to distinguish default templates from templates with a specific style
applied, such as Beez2 - Parks Site. The latter template is based upon
the Beez2 template, but it's saved separately as a specific Template Style
for the Parks Site.
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The Templates tab: exploring templates and

editing code

Clicking on the Templates tab takes you to the Templates Manager: Templates
screen. This allows you to explore installed templates and preview them. Moreover,
clicking on the template Details link (such as Hathor Details) allows you to access
the template HTML and CSS files and edit template code:

Administration ¥ Joomlal
Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help
“& 0 Logged-in frontend &1 Logged-in backend = 0 Messages I View Site o Log out
- 45
Template Manager: Templates i |9
Options. Help
Styles Templates
Filter: Search  Clear - Seled Location - [ |

Template = Location Version Date Author

a1

" Ron Severdia
atomic Details

Site 6.0 10/10/09 contact@kontentdesign.com
Preview i

hitp:ifwww. kontentdesign.com

Angie Radtke
Site 1.6.0 21 May 2010 a radik eraufiritt. de
hittp:(www. der-aufiritt. de

Beez5 Details
Preview

Let's find out what's new in the way you'll work with templates in Joomla! 1.6. First,
we'll use the Template Styles feature; later in this chapter, we'll find out how to
explore and edit templates via the Templates screen.

Customizing templates using Template
Styles

Templates can include all sorts of options, allowing the site administrator to change
the template width, colors, column layout, and much more without touching a single
line of HTML or CSS code. Let's find out what the main options of the new default
template are and how they affect the look and feel of the template.
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This new template also has some powerful options built-in. Later, we'll find out how
to save these options and create template styles to apply different template variations
in different parts of the site.

Changing the site color and layout options

Welll first have a look at some settings that affect the overall color scheme and
the layout:

1. Navigate to Extensions | Template Manager. The Template Manager:
Styles screen is displayed.

2. In the list of available templates, click on Beez2 - Default:

[T Beez2-Parks Site Site
[ Beez2- DefaUIt e Site
[T Bluestork - Default Administrator
[T Hathor - Default Administrator
[ Milkyway - Default Site

3. You're taken to the Edit Style screen. In the Advanced Options panel, the
available template options are displayed:

= Templates Manager: Edit Style S (| t 0 b
Save Save&Close SaveasCopy Close Help
Details v Advanced Options
Style Name Wrapper Small (%) )
Beez2 - Default Wrapper Large (%) 72
Template beez_20 Logo imsgesfioomla_black | SEIECt
Site Clear
Default Al ;I Site Title Joomia!
D 4 Site Description Open Source Conte|
Template description  Accessible template for Joomla 1.6 Fosition of Mavigation before content ;l
Template colour Personal = |
Menus assignment
Wenu Selsction Toggle Selection
About Joomla Australian Parks
[T - Getting Started [T - Parks Home
[T -Using Joomla! [T - ParkBlog

Let's find out what the effects are of the different settings. The Template
colour option allows for some quite powerful changes in the look and feel
of the site. We'll try out the available color schemes:
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4. The current template color scheme is called Personal. In the Template colour
drop-down box, change this to Nature. Click on Save and then click on View
Site to see the output:

HOME  SAMPLE SITES JOOMLA.ORG

’, ._Joomlo !‘“ Font size Bigger

Search
Open Source Content Management Beta

You are here: Home

About Joomla! Joomla!

Getting Started Congratulations! You have a Joomlal sitel Joomlal makes your site easy to build a website just the way you want it and keep

Using J Jal it simple to update and maintain
sing Joomlal

Joomla! is a flexible and powerful platform, whether you are building a small site for yourself or a huge site with hundreds of
The Joomlal Project

thousands of visitors. Joomla is open source, which means you can make it work just the way you want it to.

You may recognize this style from the National Parks sample site, which
also has the same (dark green) Nature color scheme applied. The Template
colour setting changes not just the main colors of the site; there are also a few
changes in the layout. For example, the grey margins on the left-hand side
and the right-hand site of the default design have disappeared. Moreover,
the site header has a different (more neutral) background image applied and
it is now displayed over the full width of the screen.

5. In the Template Styles screen, reverse your changes. In the Template colour
drop-down box, select the default value: Personal.

6. Finally, let's find out what the effects are of the Position of navigation
setting. Select after content, click on Save, and then click on View Site.
You'll notice that the menu column is now placed on the right-hand side
of the screen:

HOME SAMPLE SITES JOOMLA.ORG

2 Joomlal’

Open Source Content Management Beta

“You are here: Home

Joomla! About Joomla!

Congratulations! You have a Joomla! sitel Joomlal makes your site easy to build a website just the way you want it and keep Getting Started

it simple to update and maintain
Using Joomlal
Joomlal is a flexible and powerful platform, whether you are building a small site for yourself or a huge site with hundreds of

. . . The Joomlal Project
thousands of visitors. Joomla is open source, which means you can make it work just the way you want it to !

The Joomla! Community

Beginners Upgraders Professionals
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You might want to experiment with the other Advanced Options. The Wrapper
Small (%) and Wrapper Large (%) settings allow you to change the width of the
main content areas in the template. In the next section, we'll use the Logo option
to change the site header.

Customizing the site logo

It's probably one of the first things people new to Joomla! do: changing the logo

to put their mark on the site they've just started to build. In previous versions of
Joomla!, you had to edit the CSS source code yourself to get rid of the default Joomla!
logo. The new Beez 2 default template makes it easier to change the site logo. You
can customize the logo just by changing the Template Style settings. Let's find out
how this works:

1. Navigate to Extensions | Template Manager. Click on the Styles tab and
then click on the link Beez2 - Default. The Template Manager: Edit Style
screen is displayed.

In the Advanced Options panel, locate the Logo option and click on Select.

A pop-up screen appears. In the Upload files section, click on Browse to
select a logo file from your computer. For best results, use a PNG file with
a transparent background applied, with a maximum height of about 65
pixels. Select the image file and click on Start Upload. The message Upload
Complete is displayed:

6 Upload Complete

Directory [ Insert | | Cancel

Koot o logo [ra—

banners sampledata | joomla_black.gif joomla_green.gif joomla_logo_blac = logo_4.png | powered_by.pnc

Image URL

Upload files (Maximum Size: 10.48576MB)

e

Start Upload
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4. Click on the logo image to select it and then click on Insert in the top right
corner.

5. In the Edit Style screen, click on Save and then click on View Site. The new
logo image is displayed and replaces the Joomla! logo:

Fontsize Bigger Reset Smaller Search...

HOME SAMPLE SITES JOOMLA.ORG

1090

Open Source Content Management Beta

“Y'ou are here: Home:

AboutJoomla! Joomla!

Getting Started Congratulations! You have a Joomlal sitel Joomlal makes your site easy to build a website just the way you want it and keep
it simple to update and maintain.

To further customize the logo and header area, enter a short description of your site
in the Advanced Options | Site Description box. This will replace the site tag line,
just below the logo.

Using a text logo

Don't have an image file to use as a logo? In the Beez 2 template, it's possible to use a
text logo instead of an image. Navigate to Template Manager | Templates and click
on the Beez2 template name to go to the Edit Style page. In the Advanced Options
panel, locate the Logo option and click on the Clear button. In the Site Title field,
enter the text you want to be shown instead of the logo image. The site title will
display as shown below:

HOME SAMPLE SITES JOOMLA.ORG

SITE TITLE

Open Source Content Management Beta
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If you're not happy with your changes, you can easily revert to the old logo image.
Next to the Logo field, you'll find the Select button. Click on this to navigate to the
images folder. Select Joomla!_black.gif and insert it.

Changing the header image file

If you use the default Beez 2 template with the Template colour option set to the
default value (Personal), an image is used as the header background. This image
is shown below:

Unfortunately, it's not possible to change the header image through the Template
Styles options. The header image is a PNG file called personal2.png. It's located in
a templates subfolder: templates/beez 20/images/personal/personal2.png.

To change the header image file, it's easiest to just replace this file by your own
header graphic of choice, using FIP software. If you give the new image the same
name as the existing one, you don't have to touch the CSS code referring to the
graphic file. To do this, create a PNG file of 1060 x 288 pixels and call it personal2.
png. Using FTP, upload it to the location mentioned above, replacing the existing
personal2.png file. (You may want to first back up the original file by renaming

it to something like personal2-o0ld.png.)

Creating Template Styles to style
individual pages

Most websites probably use just one template. Joomla! 1.6, however, allows for much
more flexibility. It's possible to assign specific templates to style individual pages

or groups of pages. If your site is divided into five main categories, why not use the
same template in five different styles, each with their own set of options selected?
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Creating and using a Template Style

Let's find out how creating and applying a Template Style works. We'll create a copy

of the default Beez2 template and use it to style only the pages that are linked to

through one specific menu link. In this case, we'll assign this style to the pages about

Joomla! Components in the sample site:

1. Go to Extensions | Template Manager to access the Template Manager:
Styles screen.

2. We'll use the Beez 2 template as the base template and create a copy of it.
Select Beez2 - Default by ticking the select box to the left-hand side of the
template name. Click on the Duplicate button:

48
B o

Template Manager: Styles _§
Edit Buplicifj Delete Options Help

Make Default

Styles Templates

Filter: Search | Clear - Select Location - L= | |- Seiect Template - v |

Style Template & Default Assigned 1D
[ Atomic- Default it atomic (]
T Beezs - Default-Fruit Shop Site beezs (/] 8
Beoco _poic i i beez_20 o
Administrator bluestork "
[T Hathor- Default Administrator  hathor
T Milkyway - Default Site rhuk_milkyway /] 1

3. A copy of the template appears in the list, called Beez2 - Default (2):

0 Style successfully duplicated.

Filter: Search Clear

Style

M

Atomic - Default

Beez? - Default
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4. Click on the Beez2 - Default (2) link to edit the new style. In the Edit Style
screen, select the settings that will distinguish this style from the default Beez

2.0 template:

a. In the Style Name field, enter Beez2 - Components section.

In the Advanced Options panel, click on the Clear button next to the
Logo field. In the Site Title field, add Components. This way, the name
Components will be displayed instead of the default graphic Joomla!

logo file.

c. Inthe Template colour drop-down box, select Nature.

d. Inthe Menus Assignment section, tick the Components menu link and
all the submenu items of the Components menu link.

The Styles screen should look as displayed below:

Templates Manager: Edit Style

Details

Style Name *

l Beez2 - Components section
v

Template -
Site

Default Mo =
D 115

Template description

Menus assignment

Menu Selection:

About Joomla
[T - Getting Started
[~ -Using Joomia!

L Bl e
[¥ ---Components

[¥ ---- Content Component

[ ===~ Single Aricle

[ ----- Article Categories

W ----- Article Category Blog

W ----- Article Category List

W ----- Featured Articles

[ ===~ Archived articles

W ----- Submit Article

T

----- Contact Categories
r----- Contact Single Category

Accessible template for Joomla 1.6

Australian Parks

[T - Parks Home

[~ -Park Blog

[T - Write a Blog Post
I~ -Image Gallery
[T --Animals

[ -- Scenery

[~ -ParkLinks

Fruit Shop

[T - Welcome

[~ - Fruit Encyclopedia
[~ - Growers

™ - ContactUs

[T -Login

[ - Directions

Q

:
“ (=
Save  Save & Close e as C Close Help
v Advanced Options
Wrapper Small (%) 53
=
Logo Select Clear

Site Title
Site Description
Position of Navigation

Template colour

Components
It's the same site, bu
before content =

Nature ;I

Toggle Selection

[151]




New Flexibility in Using Templates

5. Click on Save. A message is displayed, confirming that the selected menu
items have been assigned to the new template style:

6 9 menu items have been assigned or unassigned to this style
Style successfully saved

6. Click on View Site. On the home page and on other pages of the site, nothing
has changed. In the About Joomla! menu, click on Using Joomla!, then click
on Using Extensions, and then click on Components. You'll notice that the
new Template Style is active:

HOME  SAMPLE SITES JOOMLA.ORG

Components

It's the same site, butitlooks all different

“You are here: Home » Using Joomia! » Using » C

1
About Joomla! . Companents are larger extensions that produce the major content for your site. Each component has one or
Gatting Started maore "views” that control how content is displayed In the Joomlal administrator there are additional extensions
Getting Starte
9 suce as Menus, Redirection, and the extension managers

Using Joomla!

Using Extensions Content
Components
= The content component (com_content) is what you use to write articles. It is extremely flexible and has the largest number
* Content Component of built in views_ Articles can be created an edited from the front end, making content the easiest component to use to
* Contact Component create your site content. Help

* Weblinks Component

* News Feeds Component

Contact
* Users Component
¥ Search Component The contact component provides a way to provide contact forms and information for your site or to create a complex
* Administrator Components directory that can be used for many different purposes. Help I
Modules
Templates Search
Languages The search component proviedes basic search functionality for the information contained in your core components. Many
Plugins third part extensions also can be searched by the search component. Help

Assigning templates from the menu item
itself

As templates are linked to specific menu items, wouldn't it be great if you could also
assign templates (or Template Styles) directly when editing a menu link? In Joomla!
1.6, this is a welcome new feature. It means that you can control template assignment
both from the template settings screen and the menu item screen. It's no longer
necessary to switch to the Template Manager to control what's basically a menu item
related setting.
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Choosing a template from a menu item

Let's assign another page to the Template Style we just created. This time, we won't
use the Template Manager, but we'll select the template from the menu link itself:

1. Goto Menus | About Joomla. In the Menu Manager: Menu Items screen,
click on the link we want to edit: Getting Started.

2. In the Menu Manager: Edit Menu Item screen, you'll find the Template
Style setting at the bottom of the Details section. Select the Template Style
you want to apply to this page. In this example, we'll select the Beez2 -
Components section Template Style:

8. Menu Manager: Edit Menu ltem

Details

Menu ltem Type Single Article Selact
Menu Title Getting Started

Alias getting-started

Mote

Link index. php?opton=com_content&view=aricled
State Published | = |

Access Public _v|

Menu Location About Joomiz [ =]

Farent ltem Menu_ltem_Root |
Target Window Parent ;I

Default Page * No 0 Yes

Template Style

I8}

i - Use Default -

- Uze Default -
Ftomic
Atomic - Defaul

- Default-Fruit Shop

= zoftware released under
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3. Click on Save & Close and then click on View Site. Click on the Getting
Started link in the About Joomla! menu. The selected Template Style
is applied:

Components

It's the same site, butitlooks all different

“ou are here: Home » Getting Started

Getting Started

It's easy to get started creating your website. Knowing some

The Joomla! Project What is a Content Management System?

Exploring and editing installed templates

The Template Manager | Templates screen allows you to find out more about
the templates that are installed. Here you can preview them and you can edit the
template HTML and CSS files. Let's first have a look at the available templates
included in the default installation of Joomla! 1.6. After that, we'll check out the
ability to change the template code.

What templates are available?

Up to now, we've mainly worked with Beez 2.0, the default template in Joomla! 1.6.
However, there are a few extra templates available in the Joomla! package. Navigate
to Extensions | Template Manager and click on the Templates tab to go to the
Templates Manager : Templates screen:
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Administration W Joomial’ B

Site  Users  Menus  Content Components  Extensions  Help & 0Logged-in frontend &k 2 Logged-in backend =" 0 Messages B View Site () Log out
F a4
Template Manager: Templates i | o9
k Qptions Help
Styles Templates
Filter Search || Clear - Selact Location - 7 |
Template & Location Version Date Author

= atomic Details 2l 180 10/10/09
= = No preview available o ' b

http:iwww.kententdesign.com

e |

Stte 150 21 May
No preview availsble

- Angie Radtke

beez_20 Details

Site: 1.6.0 25 November 2009 a.radil
No preview available

pderauftritt.de
hitp:ifww.der-auftritt. de

Here all available templates are displayed. In the Location column you can
see if it's a frontend or a backend template. Joomla! comes with four frontend
templates (Location: Site) and two templates can be used in the backend
(Location: Administrator).

We will now look at the available templates.

atomic

New to Joomla! 1.6, atomic is a very basic template. It's designed as a skeleton to
make your own template and to learn about Joomla! templating.

beez5

HTMLS5 is a new markup language for structuring and presenting content on the
web. It's a major revision of the current (X)HTML standard. The beez5 template is
HTMLS5 ready: although by default, it uses (X)HTML code, there's a template option
available to switch to HTML5 code.
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beez2

This one you know: it's the new default Joomla! template. It complies with current
web standards, it's flexible, and it's configurable. You've learned all about Beez 2.0
(referred to as beez_20 in the Joomla! backend screens) in the previous sections.

bluestork

The bluestork template is the default template for the administrator backend. It's a
complete redesign of the administrator template of 1.5. You've been introduced to
bluestork in Chapter 2 on the backend interface improvements.

hathor

The second new administrator template is called hathor. It's built according to
accessibility rules, allowing people using different browsers and different devices to
have equal access to the site. Please refer to Chapter 2 for more information on using
and adjusting this flexible and fast new backend template.

Previewing templates

To get a good impression of what any of the installed templates look like, click on
the template thumbnail image in the Templates screen. For example, clicking on the
Atomic image opens a pop-up screen displaying a bigger preview image:
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Joomla 1.6

Home Sampie Sites  Joomia.org

Powerful Content Management and a Simple Extensible Framework.

Joomla!

Congratulations! You have a Joomia! site! Joomial makes your Site asy 10 build a webste just the way you want it

and keep it simple to update and maintain

Joomia! is a Nlexitée and powerful platform, whether you are bulding a small site for yoursei or @ huge ste with
hundreds of thousands of visitons. Joormia (s open source, which maans you can make & work [ust the way you want

tto

Beginners

I this is your first Joomia site or your first web site, you have come 1o the right piace. Joomia will help you get your

website up and running quickly and easily.

Start off using your site by 109ging In using the adminstralor account You created when you inttalled Joomial

Bead mory: Boginnory

Upgraders

If you are an experenced Joomia! 1.5 user, 1.6 will seem very familiar. There are new templates and improved user
interfaces, but most functionality is the same. The biggest changes are improved access control (ACL) and nested

calsgories,
Besg more: Uparadors

Professionals

Joomiat 1.6 e of the Joomia F

extensions is now compiate
Pess more Profogsipnaly

This Is a nested column

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisicing eiit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt
ut labore of dolore Magna akqua. Ut enim ad
minim veniam, Quis nostrud exercitation ulamco
laboris nisi 1t aliquip ex ea commodo consequat
Duis aute irure doior in reprehenderit in voluptate
wveiit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.

This is another nested column

Lorem ipsum doior sit amet, consectetur
adipsicing efit, sed do elusmod tempor incididunt
u labore ot dolore magna aligua. Ut enim ad
FRNIM Venam. quis Nostrud exercitation ukemoo
laboris nésl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat
Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate
velit esse cllum dolore eu fugiat nuita pariatur.

and CMS as a powerful and fiexibie way 10 bring your
vision of the web to reality. With the administrator now fully MVC, the ability to control its iook and the management of

A Simple Sidebar

Vestbulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus oo
hiCtus 6t unces posuers cubla Cume, Cras
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alquet vehicula, lectus tafius pulvinar neque, non
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Vestibulum a primis in fa

Vaatluium ale Daum rma = lauedn orcl luctus
etEnam Al Ipsum P o laucbus OIc etus o
rces posuers cubia Curse: Cran omare mais mse
Maurs venenalis, pede sed siauet vehou'a, iectus tela
Dulvinar neque, Non curum sem miai vel sugue. sed algust
wehcula lectus telus

Veatibubum ante ipsum e in fausbus orc lectus ot
o possrs cubie Curse: Cras omare mattn munc
Maurs verwnaiin, pede ted aiguet vehicula iectus tefa
Evinar FgUS, MO Curs Sem M vel Sugun. sed slaust
el ot 191us Dubensr TGUS, FON CUPEUS e P
el mugus. ipsum primis in fauckus orcl luctus o Jbrices
Posusrs cutila Curse; Cras crmare mathis runc. Mauris
venenatia, pecs sed aSquet vehicula, lectus teks pubvnar
TGS, NON CLTIUS SO e vl Bugu. sed aliquet vehicuia,
foctus tllus pulvinar regue, 0N Curus sem it vel Sugue

Remember Me

Log in )

8 YOur pasSSwOTT
Eomat wour username?
Crmate a0 account

To close the preview, click on the cross in the top right-hand corner (or click
anywhere in the black background area).

You've just seen a template preview —so why does the text next to the
thumbnails in the Template Manager: Templates screen say that there's
No preview available? That's because there are two ways to preview
the available templates. As you've just seen, you can always click on

the template thumbnail to see a bigger version of that image. To see a
true preview, in the Template Manager Options the Preview Module
Positions should be set to Enabled. We'll see how this works in the next
section on exploring templates including their built-in module positions.
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Exploring available module positions

When you activate another template, chances are, not all content will turn up in the
right place (or turn up at all). This is because module positions differ from template
to template: every template designer can use the module positions and module
position names that fit their design best. So, when switching to a different template,
it's essential to find out the available positions to be able to assign the modules in
use (such as menus) to those positions. In Joomla! 1.5, you could discover module
positions by adding ?tp=1 to the site url. In 1.6, there's a new method for this. Let's
find out how it works:

1. Navigate to Extensions | Template Manager and click on the Options
button in the toolbar:

£ »
Template Manager: Styles . 0 | § BE bgs
ete

Make Default Edit Duplicate Dl Options Help

2. In the pop-up screen, the Templates tab contains just one option. Set Preview
Module Positions to Enabled:

# Template Manager Options

Templates Permiz=ions

Global Configuration for Templates

Preview Module Positions 0 Disable@ ™ Enabled

3. Click on Save & Close to close the pop-up screen. In the Template Manager,
click on the Templates tab to open the Template Manager: Templates
screen. Since you've enabled the Preview Module Positions option, every
template contains a preview link. Click on the Preview link next to the
Atomic thumbnail image:
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Styles Templates

Filter: Search Clear

Template &

4. A preview of your site is displayed, using the Atomic template. The available
module positions are shown in grey outlines; the Position name is displayed

as red text:

Joomla 1.6 First Look

e -saah

Jatometenste [

aternit-siftedar

Joomla!
Congratulations! You have a Joomla! site! Joomla! makes your site easy to build a3 website justthe way you want it
and keep it simple to update and maintain.

Joomlal is a flexible and powerful platform, whether you are building a small site for yourself or a huge site with
hundreds of thousands of visitors. Joomla is open source, which means you can make it work justthe way you want
itto.

Beginners
Ifthis is your first Joomla site or your first web site, you have come to the right place. Joomla will help you get your
‘website up and running quickly and easily.

Start off using your site by legging in using the administrator account you created when you installed Joomla!
Read more: Beqinners

Upgraders

If you are an experienced Joomlal 1.5 user, 1.6 will seem very familiar. There are new templates and improved user
interfaces, but most functionality is the same. The biggest changes are improved access control (ACL) and nested
categories

Read more: Upgraders

Professionals

Joomla! 1.6 continues development of the Joomla Framework and CMS as a powerful and flexible way to bring your
vision of the web to reality. With the administrator now fully MVC, the ability to control its look and the management of
extensions is now complete.

Read more: Professionals

i umie hadtarmiedt o echadiomimidiie

@2010 Joomia 1.6 First Look
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5. If you can't read the module names, it may be helpful to use your browser's
zoom functionality to enlarge the current display. This way, the module
position names (such as atomic-search and atomic-sidebar) are more
easily readable:

sidebar[sidebar
outling]

If you want to use this template, you could now set it to be the default template
(Extensions | Template Manager, select Atomic, click on Make Default) and assign
the relevant modules to the appropriate positions. The technique to assign modules
to positions hasn't changed since Joomla! 1.5. For example, to assign the main menu
module to the atomic-topmenu position, open the main menu module (Extensions |
Module Manager | Main Menu) and click on Select Position to assign the menu to
the atomic-topmenu position. To see the result, click on View Site. Now the menu is
displayed on top:

Joomla 1.6 First Look

Home SiteMap Login  Sample Sites Site Administrator  Example Pages

Joomla!
Congratulations! You have a Joomla! site! Joomla! makes your site easy to build a website justthe way you want it
and keep it simple to update and maintain.

Joomlal is a flexible and powerful platform, whether you are building a small site for yourself or a huge site with
hundreds of thousands of visitors. Joomla is open source, which means you can make it work just the way you want
itto.

Beginners
Ifthis is your first Joomla site or your first web site, you have come to the right place. Joomla will help you get your
wehsite up and running quickly and easily.

Start off using your site by logging in using the administrator account you created when you installed Joomlal.
Read more: Beginners

Upgraders
Ifyou are an experienced Joomla! 1.5 user, 1.6 will seem very familiar. There are new templates and improved user
interfaces. but most functionality is the same. The biggest changes are improved access control (ACL) and nested
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If you've followed along with the above example, you might want
M to go back to the default template. You'll probably know the steps
Q involved: in the Template Manager, select Beez 2 - Default and click
on Make Default. In the Module Manager, select Main Menu and
change its position back to position-7.

Editing template code

Until now you've changed the design by setting the built-in template options to
your taste. If you want more control over the look of your site, you can also edit the
HTML and CSS code of an existing template. Joomla! 1.6 features a new editor to
make this a little easier.

You can edit the code files by navigating to Extensions | Template Manager. Click
on the Templates tab and then click on the Details link next to the template name
(for example, beez_20 Details). Click on a filename to open the file and adjust the
code. You can edit both the HTML in the main template file (index.php) and the
template CSS files.

Removing the "Powered by Joomla!" text

At the bottom of the default template, the Powered by Joomla! text is displayed.
This message is hard coded in the index.php file. To remove it, you need to remove
a few lines of HTML code:

1
~ Do be careful: if you remove too much code, the
template may not function anymore.
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1. Inthe Template Manager, click on the Templates tab. Click on the link

beez_20 Details. You're taken to the Customise Template screen:

Administration ¥ Joomial |

Template Master Files

beez_20

Edit main page template
Edit error page templats

Edit print view template

Stylesheets

Edit css/black.css

Edit css/general.css

Edit cse/general_kongueror.ces.
Edit css/general_mozils css

Edit css/general_opera.css

Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help “& 0 Logged-in frontend &2 Logged-in backend = 0 Messages B View Site o Log out
r ° 45
Template Manager: Customise Template or
Close Help

Edit cssfieTonly.css
Edit cselfieonly ces
Edit cseflayout css
Edit css/nature.css
Edit css/personal.css
Edit cse/position ces
Edit cse/print css.

Edit cssftemplate.cas

Edit cssftemplate_rt.css

Joomla'® is free software released under the GNU General Public License.  Version 1.6.0

2. Click on Edit main page template. This opens the index. php file in an editor
window. The index.php file contains the HTML source code used in the
template. Now find the following code:
<p>

<?php echo JText:: ('TPL BEEZ2 POWERED BY')
<a href="http://www.joomla.org/">Joomla!&#1l74;</a>
</p>

;7>

The new code editor in Joomla! 1.6 makes it a little easier to customize
code, as it uses color codes to allow you to distinguish between different
HTML and PHP code tags.

Al

Q

[162]



Chapter 6

Editing file “index.php” in template "beez_20".

Source Code

<div id="footer">

ddoc-dinclude ="pozition_14"

<p>

<a
href="http://www.joomla.org/">Joomla!s#174;</a>
</p>

eldi

3. Select the line of copyright code and remove it. Click on Save & Close and
then click on View Site. The footer text has gone.

Installing and assigning a new template

The steps involved in installing a new template haven't changed much since Joomla!
1.5. You'll download the template files as a zipped file. Go to Extensions | Extension
Manager and upload the template ZIP file through the Upload Package File option.

Once it's installed, you can activate it through the Template Styles screen as
described earlier in this chapter in the Styles tab: selecting templates and settings.
To refresh your memory: go to Extensions | Template Manager, click on the
Templates tab, select the appropriate template, and then click on Make default.

At the time of writing, more and more Joomla! 1.6 templates are becoming
available on the web. A good example can be found at: http: //www.
joomlapraise.com/blog/item/503-free-joomla-16-template.

This is a clean and professional looking template and it's an interesting
example, as it's a conversion of a Joomla! 1.5 template.

To learn more about what's needed to adapt existing templates foH 1.6,
N have a look at: http://www.joomlapraise.com/blog/item/520-
~ joomla-15-to-16-template-upgrade-tutorial-part-1.
Another useful resource on this topicis: http://www.s-go.net/
Blog/joomla-16-templates-what-designers-should-know.
html.

Finally, this is a nice instructional movie on migrating templates from 1.5
to 1.6: http://beautyindesign.com/screencasts/tutorial-
video-converting-a-joomla-1-5-template-to-1-6/.

If you're browsing for a new template, keep in mind that templates must
be suitable for Joomla! 1.6. Templates for older versions will not work.
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Summary

In this chapter, we've covered the various new possibilities of using templates in
Joomla! 1.6. This is what we have covered:

Joomla! 1.6 templates now output clean code, using standards-compliant
XHTML and CSS. The code is well-structured and compatible with current
web standards.

The new Template Manager interface allows you to quickly jump from the
Template Manager: Styles tab to Template Manager: Templates tab.

Template Styles are a new concept in Joomla! 1.6. You can configure any
template through a series of options and save this as a Template Style.
You can then assign this specific style to one or more menu items.

It's possible to give individual pages a specific look either by assigning
a Template Style to menu items from the template settings screen, or
by assigning the appropriate Template Style directly from the specific
menu items.

The Template Manager | Templates screen allows you to explore all
available templates, preview templates, and edit the template HTML
and CSS files.
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Unleashing the New Power
of Extensions

Joomla! has always been famed for the fact that it's really easy to extend its basic
functionality with extensions: adding new features to your website is a matter

of installing an extension and changing a few settings. In Joomla! 1.6, using and
maintaining extensions has become even more user-friendly and more powerful. The
extensions screen has been overhauled and it contains some new functionality —such
as an automated updating process for installed extensions. Moreover, there are some
new modules — the very popular little functionality blocks that can appear in any
position on a Joomla!-powered web page. Also, maintaining modules has become
more flexible. There are new ways to control when (in what period of time) and where
(on what pages) modules should appear.

In this chapter, we'll cover:

e Changes in the extensions that come with Joomla!

e The new tabbed Extension Manager screen

e Setting a time span for publishing modules

¢ New ways to control what pages modules are displayed on

¢ Finding and downloading extensions

Changes in the extensions that come
with Joomila!

When you install Joomla! 1.6, it already contains a set of extensions. If you've used
Joomla! 1.5, most of these will look familiar. However, there are a few changes. Let's
find out which extensions have been added.
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The new Redirect Manager

A new addition in 1.6 is the Redirect Manager, which you can find in the
Components menu. This application can be quite useful, especially if you're
migrating a 1.5 site to 1.6. When changing to a new site, many URLs from your old
site are bound to change. This can result in lots of broken links from other sites that
still point to the old URLs. The Redirect Manager helps you to direct visitors who
come to your site through outdated links. In the Redirect Manager, just enter the
old links and tell Joomla! what new pages it should show instead:

Administration ¥ Joomlal

Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help “& 0 Logged-in frontend &1 Logged-in backend = 0 Messages [ View Site o Log out

LR . . o o i o
Redirect Manager: Links 5 0 ¥ & -
' ‘ New Edit Enable Disable Archive  Trash Options Help
Filter. Search Clear - Select State - = |
r Expired URL & New URL Referring Page Created Date  Published ID

N To find out more about using the Redirect Manager, please have
a look at Chapter § on SEO changes in Joomla!

New modules to display category contents

In Chapter 3, you've already been introduced to two new modules allowing you to
display category contents: Articles Categories is a simple module showing a row
of hyperlinks to categories; the Articles Category module is more powerful and
contains several options to display the actual contents of articles in a category. We'll
see an example of its use later in this chapter, in the section on New module features.
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Switching languages

Joomla! 1.6 features a basic system to create a simple, multi-language site. It allows
you to create articles in different languages with their specific language set and to
have these articles presented to the visitor if they choose to use this language on the
site home page. To use this feature, you can install an alternative content language
and enable it in the Extensions | Language Manager screen. In addition, you can use
the Language Switcher module to display a list of available languages on the site,
enabling visitors to switch between languages.

If your site is targeted at an international audience, you might want to
try out the new content languages switching feature. Keep in mind that
it is a basic system, which doesn't aim to replace dedicated multilingual

N content management components such as Joomfish (which allows you

5 to manage translations, compare original texts with translations, and

Q so on). To find out more about using different content languages using
the built-in language switch, consult http: //docs.joomla.org/
Language Switcher Tutorial for Joomla 1.6.To find out
more about the Joomfish extension for Joomla! 1.6, point your browser to
http://www.joomfish.net.

No more polls

Have you recently felt the urge to take part in an online poll? Probably not! Web
polls—a short question followed by a set of multiple choice answers —were a
popular way to add instant interaction to websites a few years ago. Nowadays, the
novelty seems to have worn off, and that's probably why the Joomla! 1.6 developers
have dropped the polls component that was part of the 1.5 package. If you want to
use a poll, you can use third party polls extensions for Joomla! 1.6, such as Apoll
(http://www.afactory.org) or AcePolls (http://www.joomace.net).
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Exploring pre-installed extensions

If you want to know more about the extensions that come with Joomla! 1.6, take
some time to explore the About Joomla! | Using Joomla! | Using Extensions menu
in the sample site data. This contains links to examples of all extensions currently
on board:

HOME SAMPLE SITES JOOMLA.ORG

2 Joomlal

Open Sour ontent Management Beta

“You are here: Home » Using Joomla! » Using Extensions OPEN INFO

About Joomla! The Joomlal content management system lets you create webpages of various types using extensions. There are &
basic types of extensions: components, modules, templates. languages, and plugins. Your website includes the
extensions you need to create a basic website in English, but thousands of additional extensions of all types are
Using Joomla! available. The Joomlal Extensions Directory is the largest directory of Joomla! extensions

Getting Started

Using Extensions Components

Components Components are larger extensions that produce the major content for your site. Each component has

Modules _ one or more "views" that control how content is displayed. In the Joomlal administrator there are

Templates additional extensions suce as Menus, Redirection, and the extension managers

Languages
guag Modules

Plugins
Modules are small blocks of content that can be displayed in positions on a web page. The menus on

-— this site are displayed in modules. The core of Joomla! includes 17 separate modules ranging from login
to search to random images. Each module has a name that starts mod_ but when it displays it has a

title In the descriptions in this section, the titles are the same as the names

Parameters

The Joomla! Project
The Joomlal Community Content Modules

Content modules display article and other information from the content component

This Site

User Modules

Home
User modules interact with the user system, allowing users to login. showing who is logged in_and showing the

To find out more about the available modules and their features, it's a good idea

to explore the Module Manager. In the backend, navigate to Extensions | Module
Manager and click on the New button to see a pop up screen containing a full list of
available modules. If you want to know what these modules do, navigate with your
mouse cursor over module names. A brief explanation appears in a pop up screen.
An example is shown below:
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Archived Articles
Avrticles - Newsflash
Avrticles - Related Articles
Articles Categories

Aricles Cateqory

Banners é ;

Breadcrumbs | articles Category
Custom HTML
Feed display
Footer
Language Switcher
Latest New:
Latest User:
Login

Menu

Mozt Read Content
Random Image
Search

Statistics
Syndication Feeds
Weblinks

Who's Online
Wrapper

This module displays a list of articles from one or more categories.

g
2

Clicking on any of the module names takes you to the Module Manager edit screen,
allowing you to browse (and set) the full set of available options for this module. If
you don't want to use the module you're exploring currently, click on Cancel to close
the screen and return to the Module Manager: Modules overview.

The new Extension Manager screen

Compared to previous versions of Joomla!, the Extension Manager is finally worth

its name: the new options here give you new control over extensions. Navigate to
Extensions | Extension Manager (the comparable menu option was previously called
Extensions | Install/Uninstall) to have a look at the new layout and functionality:

Administration ¥ Joomlal’

Pt

Site. Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help & 0 Logged-in frontend &1 Logged-in backend =" 0 Messages [ View Site o Log out

. o
.E Extension Manager: Install i v
Options Help

Install Update Manage Discover Warnings

Upload Package File

Package File I Browss_ | Upload & Install

Install from Directory

Install Directory Instzll

Install from URL

Install URL httpei! Install
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In Joomla! 1.5, the main purpose of the Extension Manager screen was to allow you
to install or uninstall extensions. Although you'll still see the familiar Extension
Manager: Install functionality when you open this screen in Joomla! 1.6, you'll notice
that the Extension Manager now contains four additional tabs, apart from the default
Install view: Update, Manage, Discover, and Warnings.

Tab 1: Install

The Install screen allows you to install any type of extension: components, modules,
plugins, language packs, and templates. As before, three installation methods are
available, but most users will only need the most common one, Upload Package File.
Here you can upload a downloaded extension file (usually a ZIP file) and install it in
one click using the Upload & Install button.

Tab 2: Update

There can be a disadvantage to using extensions: it can mean that a substantial
amount of the functionality of your site relies not on Joomla! itself, but on add-ons
created by numerous other developers. How do you keep track of the updates those
developers create for all the extensions you're deploying? Even if you have just one
site with a dozen extensions, checking for updates regularly takes a lot of time. You
have to keep an eye on the Joomla! Extensions Database (http://extensions.
Joomla.org) or the developers' sites to see if there are updates. You can imagine
how much effort it would take to run even more extension-rich sites. In real life, this
means that many Joomla! site owners are running outdated extensions, which can
cause all kinds of problems (especially regarding site security).

This is where Joomla! 1.6's new Extension Manager Update functionality comes to
the rescue. It makes keeping your site up-to-date effortless:

Extension Manager: Update C L& (&<

Update Find Updates  Purge Cache Options Help
Install Update Manage Discover

There are no updates available at the moment. Please check again later.

The Update screen allows you to update installed extensions. With one click, you can
search for updates for all installed extensions. If an extension supports this feature,
you can update it without having to first find the update on the Web, download it,
and install the update through the Install screen.
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After you've clicked the Update button, you'll see a notice telling you whether
updates are available. If they are, you can automatically install them using the
Update button. The updating process is fully automated. After completion, a
message is displayed that the available updates have been installed successfully.

In principle, you can now find updates for all installed extensions
\ with just one click. However, the Update functionality only works
~ for extensions that support it. It's to be expected that this feature
Q will be widely supported by extension developers, but for other
extensions you'll still have to manually check for updates by visiting
the extension developer's website.

Tab 3: Manage

The Manage screen provides you with an overview of all the installed extensions.
You can use the Enable button to enable (or publish) selected extensions. The Disable
button is used to unpublish extensions. To remove extensions that you don't use any
more, select the extension and click on the Uninstall button in the toolbar:

Extension Manager: Manage o O C | i<
Enable Disable | RefreshCache  Uninstal | Options Help

Install Update Manage Discover Warnings

Filter Search || Clear | Hide protected extensionshe -Select Location - | = | [-SelectState- =] [-Select Typ=- =| [-Select Folder- =
(m Name Location Enabled Type Version Date Author Folder (]
- ®  Moduk NiA

| (] dule NIA

| (] Mo A {
r /] A 12
- (-] Pl authentical

| o ugin authentication

[m (v] one A

O (] Template 16.0 21 May 2010 Angie Radtke A

r © P

[ (/] ugin 415
'm ] lugin 416
r /]

r o

| (] ugin n

[l ntent - Joomla sit (/] lugin
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Tab 4: Discover

In exceptional cases, extensions can't be installed the normal way, using the Install
button. This can occur when the installation files are too large, which some web
server configurations don't allow. You can still install these extensions by directly
uploading the files to the appropriate folders on your web server through FIP. After
that, click on the Discover button to detect the extension and then click on the Install
button to install it through this alternative method:

- A | F ryy
.E Extension Manager: Discover L& L & B | e

Install Discover  Purge Cache Options Help
Install Update Manage Discover Warnings

This screen allows you to discover extensions that have not gone through the normal installation process.

For example, some extensions are too large in file size to upload using the web interface due to limitations of the web hosting environment. Using this feature you can upload extension files directly
to your web server using some other means such as FTP or SFTP and place those extension files into the appropriate directory.

“Y'ou can then use the discover feature to find the newly uploaded extension and activate it in your Joomla! installation.

Using the discover operation you can also discover and install muttiple extensions at the same time.,

No extensions have been discovered. Click Discover te find new extensions that might be available for install

Tab 5: Warnings

If the extensions you use work properly, the Warnings screen should display a
No warnings detected message. If there are any technical issues concerning the
(combination of) extensions you have installed, the screen contains warnings:

s . F 45
.E Extension Manager: Warnings | 9
Options Help

Install Update Discover Warnings

No wamnings detected

New module features

In Joomla! 1.6, using modules is more flexible:

¢ You can schedule the time during which a module should display. In
previous versions of Joomla!, you could set a start date and an end date for
publishing articles. Now this is also possible for modules.

e Modules are always assigned to one or more menu items. However, when
editing a menu in Joomla! 1.5, there was no way to find out or change which
modules were assigned to that menu item. You had to leave the menu item
edit screen, navigate to the particular module's settings in the Module

[172]



Chapter 7

Manager, and check the module's menu assignment there. In Joomla! 1.6,
you can set what modules are assigned to a menu link directly when you're
editing a menu link.

Let's find out how you can put these two new features to use in your day-to-day web
building practice. First, we'll try out how to set timed modules, and after that, we'll
look at the different ways to assign modules to menu items.

Setting a time span for publishing modules

Being able to schedule module display is great if — for example — you want to have a
banner promoting a temporary action and set it to be published automatically until
the last day of the action. Another use of this new feature is to temporarily draw
some extra attention to a particular section of the site. We'll experiment with this
using the Joomla! sample site.

Creating a scheduled module

Let's assume that you've found that your site visitors tend to overlook a particular
site section —for example, the blog pages on your site. Why don't you put a
temporary little block with teaser contents on the site to promote the blog? This
would give you the opportunity to find out what the effects of such a module are
on the number of visitors that actually click on the teaser links to visit the site blog.

For this, you can use the new Articles Category module. Let's create this module and
schedule the publication date:

1. Go to Extensions | Module Manager. Click on the New button.

2. A pop up screen with module names appears. In this list, click on
Articles Category:

* Archived Articles

+ Articles - Newsflazh

+ Articles - Related Aricles

+ Article=s Categories

+ Articles Cate

+ Banners

» Breadcrumbs Articles Category

¢ Custom HTHML . . ) . .
s Feed display Thiz module dizplays a lizt of articlez from one or more categories.
s Footer

& | annuans Switrhor
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3. Inthe Module Articles Category screen, enter the desired values
and settings:

° In the Title field, enter This Month's Spotlight.

o

In the Show Title section, select Show.

[e]

Click on the Select button next to the Position field. In the pop up
box, select position-6.

4. Now let's make the module appear for just one month. Click on the calendar
icon next to Start Publishing and select today's date in the calendar pop up.
The pop up will then close:

—— Module Manager: Module Articles Category

Details .» ~

Title ® ¢ Today * »
wk Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

Show Title o

52 3 4 5 6 T %

Position
1 0 11 12 13
Fublished z 17 18 1% 20
3 24 2% 2 27
Access
4 k3|
Ordering Select a date.
Start Publishing 20110101 16:58:5
Finish Publishing 23
Language Al =1
Mate Articles Category

5. Click on the calendar icon next to Finish Publishing and select a future date
in the calendar pop up. The pop up will then close.
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6. In the Filtering Options panel on the right-hand side of the screen, select the
Park Blog category:

« Filtering Options
Featured tems & Show 7 Hide 0 Only

Count o

- - Park Blos |

- - Photo Gallery
- -- Animals ll

In this way, articles from this category will appear in the Articles
Category listing.

7. In the Display Options panel, set Introtext to Show. In this way, the module
will display the first few lines of the text of the article. By default, this is
restricted to the first 100 characters, but you can enter any other value in the
Introtext Limit field:

v Display Options

Heading Level he =]
Date ' show ™ Hide
Date Figld Crested Date =
Date Format Y-m-d Hi:s
Category = Show #* Hide
Hits ' show ™ Hide

Introtext

Introtext Lirnit
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8. Click on Save & Close and then click on View Site to see the output on the
frontend. The module is displayed in a new column on the right-hand side:

You are here: Home CLOSE INFO
About Joomla! Joomla! This Month's Spotlight
Getting Started Congratulations! You have a Joomla! site! Joomlal makes your site easy to build a website] First Blog Post
just the way you want it and keep it simple to update and maintain Lorem ipsum is filler text that is
Using Joomlal commonly used by designers before

The P : Joomlal is a flexible and powerful platform, whether you are building a small site for yourse] the contant for & new site is
e Joomlal Projec . e . o
or a huge site with hundreds of thousands of visitors. Joomla is open source, which mean: Second Blog Post

The Joomlal Community you can make it work just the way you want it to Lorem ipsum is text that is
traditionally used by designers when

working on a site before the
conten...

This Site Beginners Upgraders Professionals
Home If this is your first Joomla If you are an experienced Joomlal 1.6 continues
Sits Map site or your first web site Joomlal 1.5 user, 1.6 will development of the Joomla
you have come to the right seem very familiar. There Framework and CMS as a
p_— L

If the module doesn't appear on the frontend, check the date settings.
» If the Start Publishing date is set in the future, the module won't
% be displayed now. Also, make sure that you've set your time zone
T correctly in the configuration. See Site | Global Configuration |
Server | Location Settings | Server Time Zone.

Now you've created a great little teaser block, drawing attention to the articles
in the blog section. You could also use the scheduled modules feature to create a
set of modules, each published for one month. This way, you can schedule a set
of consecutive teaser modules, each drawing attention to a part of your site for a
specific period.

Making use of the new Note field

The module edit screen in Joomla! 1.6 contains a new field, called Note. Here you
can add a short note for yourself or your fellow web team members. For example,
you can put a little reminder here about the nature of this module. If you enter "only
displayed for one month", you'll easily remember why and how you've deployed
this particular module when you stumble upon it a few months later:

Finish Publishing 2010-11-3017:06:22 | 23
Language
D A A B arego
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The Note text is visible in the module edit screen, but you'll notice that notes are also
displayed in the Module Manager: Modules overview screen, just below the module
name. All in all, this small addition provides you with a nifty little system to add
short messages for anyone browsing the modules listing:

= Module Manager: Modules

Filter: Search | Clear Site =] |-5ed
[ Title Published Position

r This Month's Spotlight

( - only displayed for one month h I‘IOte

[T Login (Atomic Template) Ql atomic-sidebar

[ Sidebar (Atomic Template) o atomic-zidebar

— Bottnm Middle Calimn (8tamic Temnlatey 5 atomir hottommiddle

Assigning a module to specific menu items

Previously, assigning a module to specific menu items could be quite a bit of work.
To refresh your memory, here's what the Menu Assignment feature looked like in
the old days of Joomla! 1.5:

Menu Assignment

Menus: oy 0 yone & Select Menu temis) from the List

Menu Selection: A

Section Bleg
Section Table
Category Blo
Category Table
Fkeyconcepts
Extensions
Content Layouts
Example Pages
MEmeny
Home

If you had to select many items on a site with lots of menu links, this would involve
some serious clicking while holding the Shift or Ctrl key. Moreover, it was very easy
to accidentally undo the selection you'd just made —which meant that you'd have to
start selecting things all over again.
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In Joomla! 1.6, selecting menu items is much more user-friendly. Menus are
presented within tabbed panels, and selecting menu items is done by ticking the
checkboxes next to the menu items. Moreover, you can now choose to publish
through the On all pages except those selected setting, and you can use the
Toggle Selection button "invert" all current selections in all menus:

Menu Assignment

lModule Assignment On all pages =

Menu Selection: Toggle Selection
About Joomla Australian Parks Fruit Shop Main Menu Top User Menu
¥ - Getting Started | 2 — Article Category
# -Using Joemla! [# ----UserModules
¥ --Using Extensions | — Latest Users
¥ ---Components | — Wha's Online
¥ ----Content Component | 2 — Login
72— Single Article [# ----Display Madules
2 —— Article Categories | —— Random Image
2 —— Article Category Blog | — Banner
e Article Categery List e Feed Display
| Featured Articles | Footer
72— Archived articles | 2 — Wrapper
R Submit Article R Weblinks
¥ ----Contact Component | — Custom HTML
= : =

Assigning a module to all pages except a few

In the previous exercise, you created an Articles Category module using just the
default Menu Assignment settings. By default, a new module is assigned to all pages
(that is, all menu links). Let's change this and publish the module on all pages, except
for the actual blog pages this module links to:

1. Go to Extensions | Module Manager and locate the module that you created
earlier in this chapter: This Month's Spotlight. Click on the module title to
edit the module settings. (Of course, you can select any other module to try
this out.)

2. Inthe Menu Assignment panel at the bottom-left of the window, select On
all pages except those selected. All menu items remain selected.

[178]




Chapter 7

3. Click on the Toggle Selection button to deselect all items.

4. To make the module not appear on the blog pages, first click on the
Australian Parks tab, and then select Park Blog in the menu list:

Menu Assignment

Madule Assignment On 2l pages except those selected EI

Menu Selection: Toggle S

About Joomla Australian Parks Fruit Shop Main Menu Top User Menu

election

5. Click on Save & Close.

That's all there is to it! The module is now still displayed on all the pages. However,
when you browse the pages displayed through the Park Blog menu link, the module

isn't shown any more:

“You are here: Home » Park Blog » First Blog Post

= =

Category: Park Blog

Published on Saturday, 10 July 2010 20:33
Written by Super User

Hits: 6

Lorem Ipsum is filler text that is commonly used by designers before the content for a new site is ready.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Sed faucibus purus vitae diam posuere nec eleifend elit
dictum. Aenean sit amet erat purus. id fermentum lorem. Integer elementum tristique lectus. non posuere quam
pretium sed. Quisque scelerisque erat at urna condimentum euismod. Fusce vestibulum facilisis est, a accumsan
massa aliquam in. In auctor interdum mauris a luctus. Morbi euismod tempor dapibus. Duis dapibus posuere
quam. Pellentesque habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. In eu est

i collindidio band Dol i i £l teali D deidoatal m

First Blog Post Latest Park Blogs

Australian Parks

Parks Home
Park Blog
Image Gallery

Park Links

Assigning modules from the menu item

settings

You've just selected the pages that you wanted a module to appear on, by editing the
module settings. In Joomla! 1.5, this was the only way to assignh modules to a menu
item. In Joomla! 1.6, there is an additional and more logical way to control on which
pages modules appear: you can set module assignment from any menu item itself

(via the Edit Menu Item screen).
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To access the Edit Menu Item screen, go to Menus | Menu Manager | Menus and
select the menu that you want to inspect. Click on the name of any menu link to
open the Edit Menu Item screen. This now contains a new panel, called Module
Assignment for this Menu Item on the right-hand side of the window:

Menu Manager: Edit Menu ltem “ (] (s t 0 ::

s Save Save & Cloze Save &New Saveas Copy Close Help

-k

Details
+ Required Settings

Menu ltem Type Category Blog Select
Choose a category - - Park Blog _-|

Wenu Title Park Blog
Alias parcblog

F Category Options
MNote .

» Blog Layout Options
Link index phpZoptisn=com_contentéview=categary + Article Options
State Pusisned 7] » Integration Options
Access Putlic 3| b Link Type Options
Menu Location Australian Paris _-| » Page Display Options

Farent Item WMenu ltem Reat | = |
Target Window Parent _-| ¥ Module Assignment for this Menu Item
Default Page & No © ves

Click on the panel title to see a list of all available modules —not just those assigned
to this particular menu item. This way, you can control where modules appear
(and change other settings) from the menu link itself.

Changing module settings via the Edit Menu Iltem
screen

Earlier, we set a module not to appear on the Park Blog pages of the sample site.
Now let's assume we want to change this. Of course, you could locate the desired
module through the Module Manager and change its settings, but you can now
alternatively go to the Park Blog menu item itself and use the Module Assignment
for this Menu Item panel to set the modules settings. Let's find out how the latter
option works:

[180]




Chapter 7

1. Navigate to Menus | Australian Parks and click on the Park Blog menu link
to edit it:

‘8. Menu Manager: Menu ltems

Menus Menu ltems

Filter Search  Clear

Title

Parks Home
:
Alias: parks-_home:

2. The Menu Manager: Edit Menu Item opens. In the right-hand column, click
on the heading of the Module Assignment for this Menu Item panel:

Menu Manager: Edit Menu ltem v (] (e it 0 ::

Save  Save & Close  Save & New

Save as Copy

Details

. ¥ Required Settings
Menu Item Type Category Blog Select » Category Options
Menu Title * Park Blog » Blog Layout Options
Alias parctlog » Article Options
Mote b Integration Options
Link index php?option=com_content&view=category b Link Type Options
State [Fuslished =] » Page Display Options
Access [Puic | ’

Menu Location ™

Parent ltem [Wenu tem Rest | = |
Target Window | Archived Articles (Fublicin archiveload) None
Default Page & Mo € ves Articles Categories (Publicin articlescategariesicad) None
Articles Category (Publicin articlescstegoryload) None
Language Eroish ) Latest News (Fublic in articleslatestioad) None:
Template Syle Baez2 - Pats Site =l Articles Most Read (Futlicin srticlespopularoad) Hone
D 234 Bottom Left Column (Atomic Template) (Publicin Nane
stomicbotiomlsft)
Bottom Middle Column (Atomic Template) (Fublicin None
stomicbo =)
Search (Atomic Template) (Putlic in stomicsearch) None
Sidebar (Atomic Template) (Fublicin stomicsidetar) None
Login (Atomic Template) (Public in stomicsidebar) None
Top Menu (Atornic Template) (Fublicin stemic: None
topmenu)
Top Quote (Atomic Template) (Public in stomic- Nane
topquote)
Banners {Public in bannersiosd) Mone
Breadcrumbs (Putlic in bresdorumbsload) None
Custom HTML (Fuslicin custo None
Feed Display (Publicin feeddisplayload) None

Australian Pars = |

Module Assignment for this Menu Item

Close Help

Eoni
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3. Click on the module title This Month's Spotlight:

Banners (Putlicin position-5) All

Australian Parks (Publicin pesition-5) Varies

This Month's Spotlight (Publje in sasition-8) WVaries
Main Menu {Public in pesition-7) None
Extensions (Fublicin position-7) Hone
User Menu (Registered in pasition-7) Varies

4. Now the module details —including the Menu Assignment settings —are
shown in a pop up screen:

Save & Close | | Cancel

Details z =
+ Basic Options

Title * i ] i
itle This Month's Spotlight Mode & normal €

Show Title & Show ' Hide Dynamic

Position™ position-8 Select position

Published - c -
il Pusiines 2] Dynamic Mode Options

Aceess Fuslic =l Filtering Options

Ordering 1. This Month's Spotlight = | Ordering Options

Start Publishing 2010-11-25 18:58:00 | (33 Grouping Options

Finish Publishing 2010-11-20 17:08:22 | ‘g3 Display Options

Language All &2 | Advanced Options

Note only displayed for one month
D 79 Articles Category
Site

Module Description This module displays a list of articles from one or more
categories.

Menu Assignment
WMaodule Assignment On all pages except thase seleded | = |

WMenu Selection Toanle Selertion

5. Inthe Menu Assignment section, you can see the menu items the module
is assigned to. These are the exact same settings you've selected earlier on,
through the Module Manager:
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Menu Assignment

Module Assignment [on all pages excspt those selected ;I
Menu Selection: Toggle Selection
About Joomla Australian Parks Fruit Shop Main Menu Top
User Menu

[T - Parks Home
¥ - Park Blog
™7 - wWrite a Blog Post

[ -Image Gallery

- nirnale

6. To make the module display on all pages, change the value Module
Assignment in the drop-down box to On all pages. Click on Save & Close
to close the pop up screen and return to the Edit Menu Item screen.

7. Click on Save and then click on View Site to see the output on the frontend.
The module is now displayed on all the site pages, including the Blog pages.

. In Chapter 4 about menus, we've already had a look at the Module
Assignment for this Menu Item box. Please refer to that chapter to find
= out more about how to change module assignment directly from the

module edit screen.

Displaying available module positions

When using modules, it's important to know which module positions are available
in the current template. In Chapter 6, you've already seen how to get a visual
overview of the module positions that are built into the template. In short: navigate
to Extensions | Template Manager and click on the Options button in the toolbar.
Make sure that Preview Module Positions is set to Enabled. Now you can preview
the available positions in the Template Manager: click on the Templates tab and
then click on the Preview link next to the template thumbnail image. This will
display a preview of the site using the selected template. The preview displays red
outlines indicating the available module positions and their position names.
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Unleashing the New Power of Extensions

Finding and downloading extensions for
Joomla! 1.6

The process of downloading and installing extensions hasn't changed in version
1.6. The Joomla! Extensions Directory (http://extensions.Joomla.org) offers a
great overview of the extensions currently available. At the time of writing, more
and more extensions are becoming available for Joomla! 1.6. To make sure that the
extension you want to download and install is ready for Joomla! 1.6, check for the 1.6
Native label in the Compatibility information for the extension:

EOIE=

B Joomlal® rome! vouticomiat | community  Domore - shop  ETIAEAZ

Search JED fad Advanced Search
SERVING Home » Structure & Navigation » Menu Systems » Drop & Tab Menus
EXTENSIONS TO THE
COMMUNITY ¥ Tweet ® buz Y Like [ Be the first of your friends to like this.
Categories Maxi Menu CK w
All Categories »
Access & Security » 4 A7 (last updste on Jan 2, 2011) WKW WY « Rate this extension
Administration » IVICLIU (30 1.5 NATIVE | 62 84
Ads & Affiliates » ‘ GPLv2 or later Non-Commercial 80209
Calendars & Events » 13 March 2010 snod_maximenu_CK

Clients & Communities »

. Maximenu_CK
Communication » -
Contacts & Feedback »

Content Sharing »

Core Enhancements » Cédric KEIFLIN 2 ESE S (Rpeae) (Roecumsro
Directory & Documentation » Website

e-Commerce »
Editing » The menu used on Joomla.org sites. You can see it in action on the top of this page

Extension Specific »

Financial » This menu provides some advanced features

To see a list of all extensions that are compatible with Joomla! 1.6, in the Joomla
Extensions Directory, click on Advanced Search and select 1.6 Native in the
Compatibility drop-down box.

If you're interested in developing extensions for Joomla! yourself,

consult http:/ /www joomla.org/16/features/developer.html.
Al This page contains an overview of technical changes in the software
that are relevant to developers and also provides links to several
resources about developing for Joomla! 1.6. You can also find some
great developer resources and links to tutorial videos at http://
brian.teeman.net/joomla-1.6/everything-you-wanted-
to-know-about-joomla-16-but-were-afraid-to-ask.html.
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Summary

In this chapter, we've covered what's new in using extensions for Joomla! 1.6:

The collection of extensions that comes with Joomla! 1.6 shows some
welcome new additions. A new component is Redirect Manager, used to
redirect visitors from outdated URLs to new URLs.

New modules include Article Categories and Articles Category, used to
present categories and their contents.

The new Extension Manager screen contains five tabs, each featuring its own
specific functionality: Install, Update, Manage, Discover, and Warnings.

The new Extension Manager Update functionality simplifies the process of
updating installed extensions.

In Joomla! 1.6, you can schedule the time during which a module should
be displayed.

Assigning modules to menu items has become much easier. For example, you
can now choose to display a module on all pages, except the ones selected.
Moreover, you can now select module assignment directly from the Edit
Menu Item screen.
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SEO Improvements

There are a number of things you can do to make it easier for search engines to find
and index your content and improve your chances of being well ranked in the search
results lists. Luckily, Joomla! 1.6 offers some important new features for Search
Engine Optimization (SEO).

In this chapter, you'll learn more about:

The SEO advantages of the new semantic HTML output
Configuring metadata and HTML page titles

Using search engine friendly URLs

Helping search engines to find all content: using a site map

Restoring broken links: redirecting search engines to new URLs

The SEO bonus of well structured layouts

In Chapter 6 on templates, you've seen that Joomla! now outputs clean code, using
semantic HTML layouts. Joomla! 1.5 wasn't up to web standards in this respect.

For one thing, it used tables to create page layouts, which is generally regarded
nowadays as one of the biggest no-no's in semantic coding terms. Another drawback
of the 1.5 output was that HTML heading elements, such as #1 and H2, weren't used
as they should has been (notably, to properly structure the HTML document).

In Joomla! 1.6, HTML elements are used with respect to their intended purpose
within the document. Tables aren't used for layout purposes anymore; headings
now define the main structure of the HTML document. This is great, as it will make
it easier for search engines to unravel the structure of the web page and to find out
what content is relevant and worth indexing.



SEO Improvements

The new semantic HTML layouts are a big step forward towards a SEO friendly
site—and the great news is that you don't have to do anything to achieve it, as it's
now all part of the default Joomla! output. We will, however, have a quick look at
the use of heading elements, as you'll partly apply those yourself when creating or
editing articles.

\ .
‘Q If you want to read more on web standards and semantic code, please

refer to Chapter 6 on the new table-less templates in Joomla! 1.6.

Proper use of HTML heading elements

The screenshot below gives you an impression of the default heading formatting in
Joomla! 1.6:

HOME SAMPLE SITES JOOMLA.ORG

! Joomia

Open Source Content Management Beta

‘You are here: Home » Getting Started

AboutJoomla! Getting Started +| Heading 2 (H2)

Getting Started ==
Using Joomlal It's easy to get started creating your website. Knowing some of the basics will help.
The Joomlal Project What is a Content Management System? = Heading 3 (H3)
The Joomlal Community A content management system is software that allows yeto - — separating
the creation of your content from the mechanics rgaffired tgsfresent it an the web
This Site In this site, the content is stored in a da fse. The Ip#k and feel are created by a template. The Joomlal software

brings together the template and t| ntent to cyefBte web pages

Home

Site and Administrator
Site Map

Your site actually has two separate gfes. The site (also called the front end) is what visitors to your site will see
Login

The administrator {also called t ack end) is only used by people managing your site. You can access the
Sample Sites administrator by clicking th; ite Administrator” link on the "This Site” menu or by adding /administrator to the

end of you domain nar
Site Administrator y

Log in to the admgstrator using the username and password created during the installation of Joomlal
Example Pages

menutitel Logging in

To login to the front end of your site use the login form or the login menu link on the "This Site” menu. Use the
user name an password that were created as part of the installation process. Once logged in you will be able to

Joomla! now uses H1 for the site name or logo. The second heading level, 52, is
used for the main content headings. On an article page such as the one shown
in the screenshot above, H2 is the article title. In previous versions of Joomla!,
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page headings would be styled using proprietary CSS style names such as
.contentheading, which were of little use to search engines. Although there's

some debate as to the proper use of H1 headings and the Joomla! 1.6 solution isn't the
definite answer (See What's the best way to use the H1 element? section below), this new
default usage of headings is certainly a huge improvement in terms of SEO-friendly

page markup.
Building on the new basic HTML output, you can now easily create pages that follow
this structure:

e HI: site title/logo
e H2: article heading
e HB3 - Heé: article subheadings

Adding H3 through H6 headings

Make sure to keep to the hierarchical heading structure when writing and editing
articles yourself. For example, don't just used bold text to create a heading for a page
section, but apply the appropriate headings in the Joomla! article editor.

The article editor Format drop-down box allows you to apply any heading tag from
H1 to H6. As H1 is already used for the site title and 2 is used for the article title, you

should use only H3, H4, H5, and He headings within an article's text:

Article Text
B 7 U & | = = = = | Styles - | Paragraph -
. i’ Preformatted ~
== [EEiE | | s -
' Heading 1
—Lex, x| §2 . 9

Qeacino

It's easy to get started creating your website. @ifow Heading 3

What is a Content Management System? Heading 4

Heading 5 i} . .
nafle webpages easity by separating the creation

A content management system is software thafallc
Heading &

of your content from the mechanics reguired t@pre

In this site, the content is stored in 3 dafabase. The ook and teelare created by a femprite, The Joomla! software brinos

Adding an alternative H1 page heading

You've seen that Joomla! 1.6 uses the HTML #1 element for the site title. However,
the site title gives generic information about the site, not about the current page.
That's why you might choose to add an alternative (second) H1 element, acting as a
separate top-level heading that specifies the content of the current page.
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This way, you can have a page structure like this:

e H1: site title (for example, ACME Web Design Blog)
¢ H1: main page heading (for example, Web Design Trends)

e H2: article heading (for example, An Overview of Current Web Layouts)
e HB3 - Heé: article subheadings

What's the best way to use the H1 element?

There is some discussion as to how the H1 element should be applied

within a HTML page structure. Some argue the H1 element should only be

used for the main page heading. If a H1 is used for the site name or logo

(which is the Joomla! 1.6 practice), all pages in the site share the same H1

information. Wouldn't it be better to use H1 strictly for the main heading,
N containing meaningful information on the specific contents of the page?

Ny There's no clear-cut answer to this question; there's even a website
dedicated to this one dilemma ... (http://www.hldebate.com). To
be on the safe side, you may want to choose to use two H1s for both the
logo and the main page heading. In Joomla! 1.6, this is now possible.
And according to Google specialists, using multiple H1s on any page is
allowed. As Google puts it: use H1 where it makes sense; use it sparingly,
but it's okay to use it multiple times on a page. (See Google's video called
More than one HI on a page: good or bad? on YouTube at http://www.
youtube . com/watch?v=GIn5gqJKU8VM&NR=1)

In Joomla! 1.6, adding an alternative H1 page heading is possible for any menu link
item type: whatever menu link you create, in the New Menu Item screen, you'll find
the option to add a specific Page Heading under the Page Display Options. This
means that you can specify the H1 heading for any article that's directly linked to
through a menu item.

Let's find out how you can add a specific H1 page title to an article. To see how
this works, we'll edit the menu link pointing to the Getting Started article in the
sample data:

1. Inthe backend, go to Menus | About Joomla! to display the menu items.
Click on the top link in the list, Getting started, to edit this menu item.
The Menu Manager: Edit Menu Item screen opens.

2. Click on the Page Display Options panel name on the right-hand side of
the screen to open this panel.

3. Set Show Page Heading to Yes to make sure that the new Page Heading
will be displayed on the page.
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4. Inthe Page Heading field enter a heading text. As we just want to test things
out, you can enter something like A H1 Page Heading. (If you don't enter
anything here, the Page Heading will just repeat the Menu Link text. This
isn't what you want, as Joomla! already displays the menu link text as a
H2 element above the article—so you'd end up with both an H1 and an H2
heading sharing the same text):

v Page Display Options

Browser Page Title

Show Page Heading ' No % ves
Page Heading A H1 Page Heading
Page Class

5. Click on Save & Close and then click on View Site. On the frontend, click on
the Getting started link in the About Joomla! menu to see what's changed.

You'll notice that the new Page Heading (a Heading 1 element) is displayed just
above the page title (a Heading 2 element):

“You are here: Home » Getting Started

AboutJoomla! A H1 Page Heading
Getting Started Getting Started
Using Joornlal = =

The Joomlal Project

It's easy to get started creating your website. Knowing some of the basics will help

Page Heading and Page Title — what's the

difference?

You may be confused by the Page Display Options panel: apart from the Page
Heading field, there also is a field called Browser Page Title. The Browser Page Title
is the text contained in the HTML title element, whereas the Page Heading is the
text in the H1 element. In other words, Joomla! now allows you to set both the title
element and the H1 element for any menu item just as you like. You'll learn more
about changing the HTML page title (or Browser Page Title, as Joomla! calls it) in
the next section.
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Configuring HTML page titles

It's considered good SEO practice to not only add a specific page heading (contained
in the H1 element), but to also make sure that each page has a descriptive HTML
page title (the title element). Page titles are one of the most important ranking
factors for search engines, so it's important to make sure they contain relevant
information about the content.

The contents of the title element aren't displayed on the web page itself, but they're
shown in the browser title bar. The screenshot below shows how the page title Using
Joomla! is displayed in Mozilla Firefox:

@ Using Joomla! - Mozilla Firefox

‘Eile Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help

In most browsers, the page title is also displayed in the current browser tab, as
shown in the screenshot below (taken from Google Chrome):

/@ Using Joomilal

Setting the HTML page title

By default, Joomla! bases the HTML page title upon the menu link text (the menu
item Title). However, you can also control the page title text manually. If you want
the HTML page title to be different from the menu item title, you can set a specific
HTML page title in the Menu Link details. Let's find out how this works:

1. Navigate to Menus | Menu Manager and select the menu containing the
link you want to edit. In this example, let's select the About Joomla! menu.

2. Click on the Using Joomla! link to edit it. In the Page Display Options panel,
enter the desired Browser Page Title text. For the purposes of this example,
you can enter something like Browser Page Title set in Menu Item:

» Page Display Options

Browser Page Title Browser Page Title Set in

Tl Dimme, o mddimes o Bl LS

3 Click on Save & Close and then click on View Site to see the output on the
frontend. Navigate to the menu item that you've changed to see the new title
in the browser title bar (and in the current browser tab):
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@ Browser Page Title Set in Menu [tem - Mozilla Firefox

File Edit View Tstory Bookmarks Tools Help

o . Browser Page

Back Forward Reload g :
Title |
L . ]
Firebug £, Most Visi [} lines

Browser Page Title Set in Me...

You've just seen how to control the Browser Page Title by editing the
M Menu Item details. However, you can't change the Page Title for an article
Q that isn't directly linked to through a menu link. If, for example, an article
is displayed through a link on a Category Blog page, Joomla! will base the
Browser Page Title on the article Title (set in the article edit screen details).

Adding the Site Name to the page title

Another way to configure the HTML page title is to append the Site Name to it.
This is the name that you've entered when installing Joomla! and that you can
also enter or change in the Site Name field found through Site | Global
Configuration | Site Settings.

In Joomla! 1.5, it wasn't possible to include the site name in the HTML page title.
The page title shown in the browser title bar was only based upon the current
article heading or page heading. The benefit of having the option to add the site
name is that all the pages will display both information about the site and about
the current page contents. If your organization feels that having its brand in the
title is important, now you can add it through a site-wide option in the Global
Configuration settings.

To try this out, navigate to Site | Global Configuration. In the SEO settings section,
a new option is available: Include Site Name in Page Titles. If this option is set to
No (which is the default value), the page title will be taken from the current article
heading or page heading. For example, the page title for the Getting Started page in
the sample data is Getting Started, as shown in the screenshot below:

@ Getting Started - Mozilla Firefox

‘Eile Edit View History Bookmarks T
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If you choose Yes in the Include Site Name in Page Titles option, the site name will
be added. For example, if you have entered Your Site Name as the site name, the
page title will change as follows:

@ Your Site Name - Getting Started - Mozilla Firefox
| File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help

In this example, the text Your Site Name is added to the HTML page title.

Try and keep the full HTML title short; preferably it shouldn't be more than 64
characters. In browser window titles, browser tabs, and in search engine listings,
there is only limited room.

Should you always choose to put the brand name or site name before the
page topic in the HTML title? For search engines, the first word in the title
Y tag is most relevant. When you expect people to search for your brand
name, putting it in the HTML title can boost your ranking. But if people
search specifically for the topics of your pages —and your site name or
brand name isn't well known or doesn't describe the topic —you might
want to leave the option to add the site name to all page titles unchecked.

Entering site metadata

If you have some experience building websites, you're probably familiar with adding
metadata information to pages. Metadata are added to the HTML document source
code. It's information that's not displayed on the web page, but search engine spiders
do process it. Search engines may present the content of the meta description tag in
the search results page. Although meta keywords aren't of vital importance for major
search engines anymore, it certainly won't hurt to add meaningful metadata to your
site. In Joomla! 1.6, you have a little more control over the metadata that will be used
in your site pages.

In Joomla! 1.5, the global site metadata were filled by default with some standard
text about Joomla! itself. This didn't work out well: many site administrators didn't
bother to change the default text, which meant that their sites were indexed by
search engines using the wrong information. Instead of describing what the site was
about, the metadata contained useless information about the CMS used to construct
the site.
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In Joomla! 1.6, the site-wide metadata fields are empty, so even if you don't change
anything, your site won't be indexed using information about the Joomla! CMS.
Moreover, you can now enter the appropriate global metadata right from the very
start. When installing Joomla!, you'll notice that the Configuration screen (step 6 of
the Joomla! installer) contains a new section, called Advanced Settings - Optional.
Click on this heading to enter the Meta Description for your site and the Meta
Keywords, as shown below:

Joomla! 1.6.0 Installation ¥ Joomlal
; : e } s
Steps Main Configuration () previous || Hext (1)
1: Language )
Site Name
2: Pre-Installation check Enter the name of your Joomla! site. : :
Optional: You can alsa enter Meta Description and Meta Basic Settings
. keywords for your site.
PBILEEED SiteName  [Joomla 1.6 First Look
4 Database = Advanced Settings - Optional
The website -
5 FTP Configuration L accompanying the
MetaDeseripfion |zoomia 1.6 Firss

Look book by Packt ;I

Joomla 1.6, Joomla

: Finish CMS, Joomla book,
DIt Key s Joomla manual, Joomla

tutorial

-

nw

If you want to skip this step and go on installing Joomla! first, you can still enter
metadata later. To do this, in the backend of the site, navigate to Site | Global
Configuration. In the Site screen, the metadata can be entered or edited in the
Metadata Settings section:

Metadata Settings

Site Meta DE!SCI'ipﬁOI"I The webksite accompenying the Joomls 1.& First
Look book by Packt Publishing

Site Meta Keywords Joomla 1.6, Joomls CMS, Joomla book, Joomla
manual, Joomls tutorial

NG It's a good idea to keep your meta description as concise as
possible. Google will only use the first 155 characters.
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Entering metadata for menu items, categories,
and articles

Site-wide metadata information is useful, but it's even better to add specific metadata
for other content. In Joomla! 1.6, you can enter metadata on four levels:

e Site-wide, through Global Configuration (already possible in 1.5)
e For individual menu links (new in 1.6)

e For individual categories (new in 1.6)

e For individual articles (already possible in 1.5)

This means that you can override the global metadata description and keywords
on three sublevels. Which of these meta tags are used on the actual web page? The
principle is that metadata set on more specific levels override other metadata. In
other words:

1. Global metadata are used if you haven't set other meta information.

2. You can override the global data by entering metadata for specific menu items.
As you can see in the screenshot below, entering these metadata is done in the
Metadata Options panel in the Edit Menu Item (or New Menu Item) screen:

Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help
& 0 Logged-in frontend &2 Logged-in backend =" 0 Messages B View Site o Log out
', | Menu Manager: Edit Menu ltem v (| e ) Q ::

o Save Save & Close  Save & Mew  Saveas Copy  Close Help
Details

» Required Settings %
Menu ltem Type * Single Arnicle Select » Article Options
Menu Title * Getting Started » Link Type Options
Alias geting-started = i '
Note ¥ Metadata Options
Link index phpZoption=com_content&view=artided Meta Description
State Published ;l Getting started with Joomla: examples and

gquides teo using the Joomla CMS
Access Public =
Menu Location ™ About Jeomla ;I
Parent ltem Menu liem Roat B Weta Keywords
Target Window — = i:;;la tutorial, jesmlz manual, joomla
Default Page & No © Yes
Language Al ;I Robots Use Global ;I
Template Style - Use Defaul - ;I Secure Ignare;l
ID 437
m
Joomla'® is free software released under the GNU General Public License.  Version 1.6.0 -
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3. Metadata for a category override global metadata or menu item metadata.
New in version 1.6, you can add a meta description and keywords for
categories. This isn't just possible for articles categories. You can also enter
metadata for categories in other components, such as Banners categories or
Contacts categories. In the screenshot below, the Metadata Options panel
for the Edit an Articles Category screen is shown. Again, the screen layout
and options are comparable to the metadata sections in other parts of the
Joomla! backend:

L7 .
Administration \,’? Joomlal
Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help “& 0 Logged-in frontend J_ 1 Logged-in backend = 0 Messages [ View Site o Log out
= c C 0 - 45
Category Manager: Edit An Articles Category v (| () i 0 -
Save Save & Clese  Save & New  Save as Copy Close Help
Details — =
¥ Publishing Options
Tie® Extensions » Basic Options
Alias extensions + Metadata Options
Parent - - Joomla! -
e =l Meta Description
State Pubished | = |
Access Public =l
Permissions Set Pemissions
Language Al =l Meta Keywords
1) 20
Description
B I U= = ~ Paragraph < Author
= = 5= @
== i= | @ v Robats Use Global =l
— 2[E| = x|
The Joomla! content management system lets you create webpages of various types using

extensions. There are 5 basic types of extensions: components, modules, templates,
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4. Finally, you can set metadata on the level of individual articles. These
override global, menu item, or category metadata. Again, you'll find
the metadata options in the Metadata Options panel, as shown in the
screenshot below:

Administration ¥ Joomlal

Site  Users  Menus | Content Components  Extensions Help & 0Logged-in frontend & 2 Logged-in backend = 0 Messages B8 View Sie () Log out

Article Manager: Edit Article N (| ) L 9
Hel

+ Save SavedCbse SavedNew SaveasCopy Close e

Edit Article
» Publishing Options

Title ™ Archive Module
Alias archive-medule v Metadata Options
Category -~ Conient Mogulss | v | WMeta Description
State Pulished | v |
4
Access Public =
Heta Keywords modules, censent
Permissions Set Permissions
2
Language All =1
Robots Use Global =1
Featured Mo =
Author
D 2
Content Rights
Article Text P
B 7 U % |E E EE|sths - Format External Reference
S |==| | L EIO
— e = x|

This module shows 3 list of the calendar months contaning archived articles. After you have changed the
s of oo aceiclo t crbund chie e il b i

Choosing what metadata to set

Now that you can set metadata on four levels, do you need to use them all? It's
always a good idea to set global metadata, as this provides search engines with
general information on the nature of your site. You can choose to set metadata for
specific menu items, categories, and individual pages if these menu items, categories,
or pages are important from a SEO point of view. But there will probably be many
pages that you don't have to bother adding metadata for; for example, a Site Policy
page or a Disclaimer article are probably much less important than specific pages
describing the services or products you want to sell.

Using search engine friendly URLs

Although the SEO settings of Joomla! 1.6 have remained unchanged, there's still a big
improvement: by default, Search Engine Friendly URLs are now turned on. In SEO
Settings (found via the Site | Global Configuration | Site tab) the Search Engine
Friendly URLs option is set to Yes:
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SEO Settings

Search Engine Friendly URLs @ Yes Mo
Use Apache mod_rewrite Yes @ No
Adds Suffix to URL Yes @ No
Unicode Aliases Yes @) Mo
Include Site Mame in Page Titles Yes @) Mo

This means that Joomla! sites no longer output unreadable URLs like the ones
common to the previous version:

http://www.example.com/index.php?option=com contenté&view=article&id=8.
The new default Joomla! 1.6 URLs are much shorter and easier to understand:
http://www.example.com/index.php/getting-started.

This is good news for site administrators, as they don't have to change any settings
here. The default URLs are fine for search engines.

There's still some room for improvement: all default Joomla! URLs still
share the index.php bit. You can get rid of this part of the URLs by
using the Use Apache mod_rewrite option, found in the SEO settings
N section. However, this requires a bit more work than just setting this
~ option to Yes. If your site is hosted on an Apache-powered web server
Q (which is very common), you'll also have to rename the htaccess. txt
file in the Joomla! root folder on the web server to . htaccess (with
a leading dot). Not all hosting providers allow you to use .htaccess
files or have the necessary Apache module installed. If you're not sure
whether your account supports this, check with your hosting provider.

Adding a site map

In Chapter 3, you were introduced to the new nested category system in Joomla!
Nested categories don't just give you more flexibility in structuring your site content,
but they also have SEO advantages. By creating a logical, systematic structure for

all articles, you'll enable both human visitors and search engines to quickly find
their way.

Moreover, you can now easily create a simple site map: a list of links to all categories
on the site. Adding a site map is also regarded as good SEO practice, as it enables
search engine spiders to detect what your site has to offer.
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Joomla! 1.6 enables you to add a site map, using a new menu item type called List
All Categories. We've covered this in Chapter 3. If you want to see how the site map
in the Joomla! default sample data is set up, have a look at the New category view #

1: List All Categories section in Chapter 3. If you want to create a basic site map for
yourself using the List All Categories menu item type, see Creating a link to a site map
in Chapter 3.

Using the Xmap site map extension

Joomla!'s built-in site map functionality is not a replacement for specific site map
extensions. Such extensions contain more options to show all the available content
on the site (not just articles) and they automatically generate XML files for search
engines. Using an XML site map is the preferred way to present site map information
for search engines. A great (and free) site map extension for Joomla! 1.6 is Xmap.

To get an idea of the extra features as compared to the standard Joomla! site map
capabilities, let's try out this extension:

1. Gotohttp://extensions.joomla.org/extensions/structure-a-
navigation/site-map/3066. Click on Download to go to the developer's
website. On this site, click on the Download link for the Xmap release for
Joomla! 1.6 (at the time of writing, this is Xmap 2.0 Beta 2 for Joomla 1.6).

2. Save the extension ZIP file to your computer. To install the extension,
navigate to Extensions | Extension Manager. In the Upload Package File
section, click on the Browse button to select the downloaded zip file. Click on
Upload & Install to install the extension. A message will appear indicating
you've successfully installed Xmap.

3. Go to Components | Xmap. In the toolbar, click on New to create a site map.
The New Sitemap screen is displayed:
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In the Sitemap Details section, enter a Title (such as Sitemap) and enter a
short Intro Text that will be displayed on the site map page. Change the
State to Published. In the Menus panel on the right-hand side of the screen,
select the menus which contain the contents that you want to add to the

site map.

To change the order of the menus and get the Main Menu contents to display
at the top of the site map list, in the Menus panel, click on the Main Menu
panel and drag the panel to the top of the list. Click on Save & Close.

To create a menu link pointing to the site map, go to Menus | Main Menu
and click on the New button. Click on the Select button next to the Menu
Item Type field. In the menu item type pop-up window, there's a new
section called Xmap. Select HTML Site Map. The pop-up window closes.

In the Required Settings section, click on Change to select the site map that

you've just created.
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8. Enter some text as the Menu Title that will appear in the menu. Leave the
other settings unchanged and click on Save & Close.

9. It would be confusing to have two site map links on your site, so let's
unpublish the Site Map link that's already part of the Joomla! sample
data. Go to Menus | Main Menu. Select the Site Map link and click
on the Unpublish button.

10. On the frontend of your site, click on the new Site Map link at the bottom
of the Main Menu. The site map is displayed. As you can see, it's a more
detailed site map than the one that you can create using the List All
Categories menu item type. The Xmap sitemap contains links to all the
content that's linked to through the selected menus on the site:

2 Joomlal

Open Source Content Management

You are here: Home » Site Map

AboutJoomla! Looking for a particular article on Joomla? Just browse this site map!

Getting Started mainmenu

Using Joomlal = Home

The Joomla! Project s Joomlal

The Joomla! Community = Beginners
= Upgraders

= Professionals

Site Administrator
Example Pages
oz 0

¥ Bpedia

Site Map

This Site
= Login
Home = Sample Sites
Login = Parks
Shi
Sample Sites " =nep

= Site Administrator of

= Example Pages

= Punk Band Encyclopedia
n Site Map

aboutjoomla

= Getting Started

= Using Joomlal

= Using Extensions

Xmap is a powerful extension. It allows you to create XML site map files for

search engine robots and to make more than one site map with different preferences
for each sitemap. To find out more about the possibilities of Xmap, consult
http://joomla.vargas.co.cr/en/documentation/27-xmap.
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Using the new Redirect Manager

In the Components menu, you may have noticed a new addition in 1.6: the Redirect
Manager. It works in conjunction with a plugin called Redirect, which is also part
of the default installation and which is enabled by default. The Redirect Manager
and plugin keep track of any "page not found" errors that occur when visitors are
trying to visit pages in the current domain that have been removed or deleted. In the
Redirect Manager screen, these URL errors are listed. This way, you can keep an eye
on the old URLSs that still attract visitors, but just generate "page not found" errors.
For each of these URLs, you can choose to redirect future visitors to the right pages.

This feature can be quite useful, especially if you're migrating a Joomla! 1.5 site to
1.6. URLs from your old site are bound to change, resulting in broken links from
other sites that still point to expired URLs. The Redirect Manager helps you to direct
visitors from expired URLs to new URLs).

Using URL redirection will also help search engine spiders to detect valuable
content, instead of just hitting a dead-end error page. This helps you to preserve
the search engine page ranking after the URLs of existing pages on your site
have changed.

There are other ways to create page redirects, using . htaccess files.
M These require some more effort: you'll have to manually create lists of
Q old and new URLs and put or edit a special . htaccess file on your web
server. For more information, see http://www.tamingthebeast.
net/articles3/spiders-301l-redirect.htm.

Creating page redirects

Let's assume you've replaced your old site with a brand new one, built with Joomla!
1.6. You'd probably make a list of relevant old URLs (the key pages of your old site)
and the new URLs (the pages you want to redirect your visitors to).

In this exercise, we'll look at how the Redirect Manager component works by
entering a non-existent old URL and telling the Redirect Manager what new page
it should show instead:
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1. Go to Components | Redirect to open the Redirect Manager: Links screen:

¥ Joomilal
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The Redirect Plug-in is enabled.

Joomla'® iz free software releazed under the GNU General Public License.  Version 1.6.0

You'll recognize the main screen layout and features from other Joomla!
backend manager screens. The New and Edit buttons allow you to enter
URLs to be redirected and to change the URL details, the Enable/Disable
buttons allow you to either activate or deactivate selected URL redirects, and
you can send selected items to the Archive or to the Trash.

In the course of time, the Expired URL column in the Redirect Manager:
Links screen will automatically be populated with broken links. These
are URLs that visitors have entered or clicked on in their browser and
that have generated an error page. Clicking on an expired URL will
allow you to enter a redirect URL. However, if you've just installed
Joomla! or if your site isn't live yet, the Redirect Manager: Links screen
won't contain any Expired URLs.

2. Click on New to open the Redirect Manager: Link screen:

New Link
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Comment
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@ Redirect Manager: Link
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State *

Details
Created Date

v H

Save

Ensbled = |

Last Updated Date

Save & Close  Save & New

K Q

Cancel

F e
L A J

[204]




Chapter 8

10.

In the Source URL field, enter the outdated URL. Make sure to enter not
just any wrong URL; it should contain the domain name from the current
site. Replace www.example.com in the example below with your own
domain name:

New Link

Source URL http:/iwosrw . example com/cldurd. php

To determine the URL you want to redirect visitors to, navigate to the new
page to copy the URL from the browser address field. To do this, click on View
Site to open the website in a new browser tab. Navigate to the page you want
to redirect visitors to. Don't copy the example URL below —navigate to an
existing page on your site:

I |http:,-',-'v.n.r.n.r.f.example.cnm;‘index.php,-‘the—joomla—prnjecﬂ +> -

Copy the URL in the browser URL field using Ctrl + C. The URL data is now
stored in the clipboard.

Click on the browser tab that takes you back to the backend of your site,
displaying the Redirect Manager: Link screen again.

In the Destination URL field, paste the copied URL using Ctrl + V:

New Link

Source URL http:/fwowrer. example.com/cldurd_php
Destination URL http:/fwowrer. example.com/index. php/the-joomla
Comment

In the Comment field, you can enter a short note about the nature of this
redirect —for example "redirecting from old About Us page".

You can leave the Options unchanged. Actually, there's just one option
available: you can either enable or disable this redirect. The redirect is turned
on by default, so that's OK.

Click on Save & Close. You're done. To test the redirect, navigate to the
frontend of the site and enter the expired URL. You shouldn't get any error
messages now; you're immediately taken to the new URL.
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Redirecting multiple old URLs in one go

In the course of time, the Joomla! Redirect plugin may record a long list of expired
URLSs from pages that don't exist anymore —for example, different pages from a
site category that you haven't taken along to your new site. As there are no new
equivalent pages on your current site, you may want to redirect visitors to one new
catch-all URL: a page explaining that you've restructured your blog and suggesting
relevant links. Here's a quick way to redirect a group of outdated links to one new
Destination URL:

1. Inthe Redirect Manager: Links screen, select all the URLs you want to point
to the one new page you've created.

2. At the bottom of the screen, there's a section called Update selected links to
the following new URL:

Update selected links to the following new URL

Destination URL Comment Update Links

3. Enter the address of the new page in the Destination URL field and click on
the Update Links button. The Redirect Manager: Links screen now displays
the new URL in the New URL column of all the selected pages. All new
redirect links are enabled.

4. That's it! You've now redirected a bunch of old URLs in one go. If you
try any of the old pages on the frontend of your site, you're redirected
to the new URL.

More on SEO

If you want to delve a little deeper into the principles of SEO for your website,
make sure have a look at the Googleﬂstarter guide on SEO (http:/ /www.google.
com/webmasters/docs/search-engine-optimization-starter-guide.pdf).

In the Joomla! extensions directory, there's a growing number of valuable SEO
extensions for Joomla! 1.6. See http://extensions.joomla.org/extensions/
site-management/seo-a-metadata.
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Summary

In this chapter, we've seen that Joomla! 1.6 takes some great steps forward in
helping you create a site that should be able to be picked up and ranked well
by search engines:

The new semantic layouts are a big step forward towards a SEO-friendly
site. Joomla! now outputs well-structured pages following current standards,
which improves the search engine's ability to effectively index web

page content.

Use proper heading elements when writing and editing articles. Joomla!
already uses H1 and H2 tags for the site title and page heading, so you
should use only H3, H4, H5, and He headings in article text.

If you want to manually control a specific HTML Page Title, you can set
this in the Menu Item details.

In Joomla! 1.6, you can enter metadata on four levels: site-wide, for
individual menu links, for individual categories, and for individual articles.

Search Engine Friendly URLs are now turned on by default.

Joomla! 1.6 enables you to add a site map, using a new menu item type
called List All Categories, but it's also possible to add a site map with more
functionality using a dedicated site map extension.

The new Redirect Manager can be quite useful, especially if you're migrating
a Joomla! 1.5 site to 1.6. The Redirect Manager helps you to direct visitors
from expired URLs to new URLs.
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